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1. NAME OF PROPERTY

Historic Name: Potomac (Presidential Yacht)

Other Name/Site Number: USS Potomac (AG25); Ex-Electra

2. LOCATION

Street & Number: FDR Memorial Pier,
Jack London Square

City/Town: Oakland

State: CA County: Alameda

Not for publication:

Code: 001

Vicinity:

Zip Code: 94607

3. CLASSIFICATION

Ownership of Property 
Private: 

Public-local: X 
Public-State: 

Public-Federal:

Category of Property 
Building(s): 

District: 
Site:

Structure: X 
Object:

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

 buildings 
 sites 
 structures 
 objects 

0 Total

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National 
Register: 1

Name of related multiple property listing: N/A
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4. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of
1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this ____  nomination ____  request
for (determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for 
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and 
meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part
60. In my opinion, the property ____  meets ____  does not meet the National
Register Criteria.

Signature of Certifying Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

In my opinion, the property 
Register criteria.

meets does not meet the National

Signature of Commenting or Other Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

5. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION

I, hereby certify that this property is:

Entered in the National Register
Determined eligible for the _____
National Register
Determined not eligible for the __
National Register
Removed from the National Register 
Other (explain): ___________________

Signature of Keeper Date of Action
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6. FUNCTION OR USE
Historic: Military (Naval)

Current: Education
Government
Transportation
Museum

Sub:

Sub:

7. DESCRIPTION

Architectural Classification: 
N/A

Materials:
Foundation: Steel 
Walls: Steel 
Roof: Steel 
Other Description: N/A

Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance.

The former presidential yacht U.S.S. Potomac (AG-25), ex-United 
States Coast Guard Cutter Electra, is moored at FDR Memorial Pier 
on the Oakland Estuary in Oakland, California. Potomac has 
undergone restoration to refloat her and return her to her circa 
1939 appearance, when she operated as the yacht of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt (1882-1945), 32nd president of the United States of 
America. She will soon commence operation as a working museum 
vessel.

Electra As Built

Potomac was laid down and originally launched as the United 
States Coast Guard ship Electra, 17th vessel of the Argo class of 
Coast Guard patrol boats. As launched in 1934, Electra was a 
165-foot long riveted steel-hulled vessel with a 23.9-foot beam, 
13.3-foot depth of hold, and a 8.1-foot draft. Electra displaced 
337 tons.

Electra was designed with sharp lines for speed, with a raked bow 
and a rounded "cruiser" stern. Her machinery was housed midships 
and consisted of dual Winton diesel engines of 670 HP which drove 
twin propellers. Her galley and mess areas were aft; crew quar
ters were forward. Her superstructure housed the radio room, 
heads, and the commanding officer's quarters. The pilothouse was 
located atop the superstructure. Electra carried four boats.
The vessel was armed with two 1-pdrs. aft and a 3-inch gun 
forward. [1]
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Electra as Remodeled into Potomac

Electra was removed from service late in 1935. She was remodeled 
by the United States Navy for use as a presidential yacht and was 
renamed U.S.S. Potomac (AG-25). The vessel's armament was 
removed, and a new, welded steel superstructure housing a central 
saloon, the presidential stateroom, with a private head complete 
with bathtub, and two separate galleys, was installed. A major 
feature of the new superstructure was large glass windows set 
into brass frames with handcranks to open them for cross- 
ventilation. Directly below the new superstructure, the former 
boiler and mess area was converted into four passenger 
staterooms, each with two bunks and individual heads.

The vessel was originally fitted with two stacks. The after 
stack carried auxiliary engine exhaust. During the conversion, 
the exhaust manifolds were relocated to the forward stack, and 
the after stack was gutted to house a hand-operated elevator for 
the President's use. A watertight door in the stack provided 
access to a new, welded steel boat deck which linked the original 
superstructure forward with the new superstructure aft. Davits 
were installed on the new boat deck for two Coast Guard surf 
dories, a motor whaleboat, and two 22-foot "Chris-Craft" motor 
boats inasmuch as the President did not consider lifeboats 
"smart." [2]

A towing bitt on the fantail was removed and a large settee was 
built into the curve of the fantail for the seating of guests.
The bulwarks in the fantail were raised to support windows to 
protect guests from the wind. Additional berths were added below 
decks in the crew areas for the President's mess stewards, the 
original Coast Guard radio equipment was replaced with standard 
Naval equipment with a greater range and more powerful trans
mission, and additional ballast was added to compensate for the 
additional weight above decks.

During the course of the vessel's use as the Presidential yacht, 
additional alterations and additions were made between 1936 and 
1945. These included numerous minor modifications to stop vibra
tion noise in the President's stateroom, the addition of two 
50-cal. Luis antiaircraft machine guns (later changed to two 20- 
mm antiaircraft cannon), and degaussing gear. During WWII the 
vessel was used primarily as a Naval sonar research vessel. 
Special transducers and motor generator units for the sonar 
equipment were installed.

Post-Presidential Modifications

Following the death of President Roosevelt, President Truman 
replaced Potomac with U.S.S. Williamsburg. Potomac was 
decommissioned and ultimately transferred to the State of 
Maryland. The State of Maryland removed the after stack and 
hand-operated elevator, placing the stack ashore at Ccimbridge,
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Maryland, imbedded in a concrete base, as a memorial to Franklin 
D. Roosevelt. The two motorboats were also removed for use as 
patrol craft by the Maryland State Police.

In 1959 the State of Maryland sold Potomac to Neptune Lines of 
Delaware for use as a commercial passenger vessel. In 1960 the 
vessel was again modified, with a new, welded steel deckhouse 
containing two passenger cabins being added on the foredeck. 
Escape trucks to provide egress from below deck were also 
installed, one passing into the former presidential stateroom and 
compelling the removal of the President's bathtub.

Potomac'B Current Condition

Potomac passed through several owners after 1960. Lack of 
maintenance and deterioration weakened the vessel, and while 
impounded by the United States Customs Service at Treasure Island 
on San Francisco Bay, a broken piling pierced her rusted hull, 
sinking the vessel. Potomac was raised, sold at auction to the 
Port of Oakland, and brought to her present site in the Oakland 
Estuary. In September 1982, all interior fittings, including 
joinery, electrical and plumbing fixtures, machinery, furniture, 
rigging, windows, portholes, and equipment were removed and 
placed in storage. During this process the engine room was 
completely gutted and the engines landed ashore. Potomac was 
then lifted from the water and placed on blocks.

The hull was sandblasted, the pilothouse lifted off, and the boat 
deck completely replaced with welded steel. Structural survey 
disclosed wasted hull plates, frames, keel, and stanchions.
These deteriorated sections were cut away (except for the keel). 
The interior arrangement of the hull was preserved, as were the 
arrangements and partitions in the superstructure. In the 1936 
addition, the presidential deckhouse, the saloon, galleys, and 
presidential stateroom are retained. The only missing major 
features were the President's hand-operated elevator and the 
bathtub in his stateroom. The original teak deck was present but 
had deteriorated. Forward, the original super-structure was in 
excellent condition with its original interior arrangements and 
partitions preserved.

The 1960 forward deckhouse was removed and scrapped. The 
panelling and joiner's work (numbered and identified according to 
the area of the vessel it was removed from), electrical fixtures, 
plumbing, equipment, furniture, and machinery, including the 
original brass propellers were stored in containers in the 
shipyard during restoration.
Planned Rehabilitation of Potomac

The intent of Potomac's owners was to restore her as an operating 
vessel, and a memorial museum, the "floating White House," 
commemorating Franklin D. Roosevelt's presidency. This has been
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achieved. A three phase rehabilitation included 1) basic 
structural repairs and refloating, 2) installation of electrical 
and plumbing systems, and making the vessel seaworthy and 
operable, and finally, 3) detailed interior restoration, 
furnishing, and fitting out. [4] The third and last phase is now 
being completed in accordance with the Secretary of the 
Interior's Standards for Historic Ship Preservation Projects.

The naval architects who planned the restoration met current 
United States Coast Guard requirements for operating vessels 
carrying passengers while saving as much historic fabric as 
possible. Their philosophy of restoration was to reuse existing 
equipment where possible; when replacing materials, match them to 
the original as closely as possible; alter the vessel as little 
as possible to meet the Coast Guard requirements, seeking waivers 
from those requirements where possible to maintain the historic 
integrity of the vessel; and hiding as much new, nonhistoric 
material and work as possible, while clearly identifying new, 
non-historic material as such when it cannot be hidden.

Specific restoration goals include replacing 80 feet of the flat 
keel in the forward part of the vessel, replacing selected frames 
aft, and then replacing the entire bottom steel plating of the 
hull (4,500 square feet). The replaced hull plating was welded 
as opposed to the original riveted steel plate hull. The 
original riveted hull was retained above the waterline. New 
diesel engines, of the same type and manufacture as the original, 
although of a slightly smaller size and horsepower, were 
installed along with new shafting, steering, and rudders to meet 
Coast Guard requirements.

The pilothouse was rebuilt and replaced, as were the masts, 
davits, and the after stack, which houses a hand-operated 
elevator. The teak deck was taken up and replaced in-kind with 
new teak decking. The settee was reinstalled on the fantail, and 
awnings and other external features such as the lifeboats and 
motorboats are now being restored.

The vessel has received a new electrical and plumbing system, but 
original fixtures were replaced to provide a "period" appearance. 
The galleys will also receive period equipment, as will the radio 
room. The original panelling and joiner's work in the vessel was 
stripped, repaired, and was reinstalled. The interior spaces are 
now being restored and furnished with historic photographs 
guiding the process, with considerable attention focused on the 
saloon and the presidential stateroom.

While the rehabilitation aimed at making the vessel a floating, 
operable entity, the intent of the restoration was to have the 
vessel's exterior and interior appearance match Potomac's 
appearance in 1939 as closely as possible. Only a few modern 
intrusions, such as life raft canisters on deck, modern 
navigational lights, antenna, and radar, are present. [5]
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Endnotes

1. "U.S.C.G. Patrol Boat ELECTRA-Report on the Condition of," 
Norfolk Navy Yard (Virginia), December 2, 1935, File No. 
AG25/L9-3 (1), Ships' History Division, U.S. Navy 
Historical Center, Washington, D.C., and Paul A. Gow and 
John W. Waterhouse, "Renovation of the Floating White 
House," Presentation to the Pacific Northwest Section of 
the Society of Naval Architects and Marine Engineers, 
January 1986 (Revised August 1986), Association for the 
Preservation of the Presidential Yacht Potomac, Oakland, 
California, pp. 1-2.

2. Gow and Waterhouse, "Renovation of the Floating White 
House," p. 2-3.

3. Ibid.

4. Discussions with Mr. James McCloud and Mr. Dan Holdgate, 
Association for the Preservation of the Presidential Yacht 
Potomac, Oakland, California, June 11, 1987.

5. Gow and Waterhouse, passim.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in 
relation to other properties: Nationally; X Statewide;___ Locally;_

Applicable National 
Register Criteria; AX B X

Criteria Considerations 
(Exceptions); A_ B

NHL 1,2

G X
Areas of Significance; Period(s) of Significance Significant Dates 

Politics/Government 1936-45

NHL Themes

VIIH: Political and Military Affairs 1865-1939
The Great Depression and the New Deal

VIIIC; World War II
Politics and Diplomacy During the War

XIVB: Transportation
Ships, Boats, Lighthouses, and Other Structures 

Significant Person(s); Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

Cultural Affiliation: N/A

Architect/Builder; Manitowoc Ship Building Company

State Significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, Criteria 
Considerations, and Areas and Periods of Significance Noted Above.

The former presidential yacht Potomac (AG-25), ex-United States 
Coast Guard Cutter Electra, one of three surviving major vessels 
used as presidential yachts, was solely used by Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt (1882-1945), 32nd President of the United States, 
between 1936 and 1945. While President Roosevelt also used the 
yacht Sequoia (from 1933 to 1936), Potomac was the principal 
vessel associated with the President during the majority of his 
four-term tenure in office. Potomac is of exceptional national 
significance because of her major association with the social and 
official life of the President. During his term of office, 
Potomac was a major symbol of Roosevelt's presidency.

Franklin Roosevelt's association with the vessel was more than 
tangential. Roosevelt, an avid sailor and former Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy, used Potomac as his "floating White 
House," conducting State visits, such as those of the King and
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Queen of Great Britain to the United States in June 1939; policy
setting meetings with his cabinet, Senators, Congressmen, and 
government officials; and as transportation to significant 
meetings such as his rendezvous with Winston Churchill in 1940 to 
arrange the Atlantic Charter. President Roosevelt also hosted 
one of his famous "fireside chats" from Potomac's radio room. 
Perhaps more significantly, the President frequently used Potomac 
as a retreat, making day trips to reinfuse himself with the vigor 
required by the duties of his office.

Potomac is also of exceptional national significance through her 
association with critical events in the history of the United 
States during the crisis years of the Depression and the Second 
World War. Presidential briefings, meetings, and decisions were 
made on board Potomac. and Potomac played an integral part in 
establishing the crucial agreement between the United States and 
Great Britain prior to America's entry in the war, the Atlantic 
Charter. Finally, the vessel's significance is enhanced by her 
brief role in suppressing illegal trade in alcohol after 
Prohibition as a patrol vessel cruising for "rum runners."

The above statement of significance is based on the more detailed 
history which follows.

The Coast Guard Cutter Electra (1934-35)

The United States Coast Guard Cutter Electra was built by the 
Manitowoc Ship Building Company of Manitowoc, Wisconsin. Laid 
down on March 5, 1934, with two of her sister ships, the cutters 
Dione and Pandora, Electra was launched with the other two 
vessels at Manitowoc's first triple launch on June 30, 1934.
After being fitted out, Electra made her trial runs and was 
accepted by the Coast Guard, being commissioned on October 25,
1934. Under the command of Lt. Cmdr. Arthur Hall, U.S.C.G, 
Electra made her way through the Great Lakes to the Atlantic. 
Home-ported in Norfolk, Virginia, Electra commenced her career of 
patrolling the coast as far north as Boston in search of 
rumrunning vessels still engaging in their illicit trade despite 
the repeal of the Volstead Act on December 5, 1933. [1]
Electra's Coast Guard career was short-lived, however, for in 
November 1935 it was announced that she was being transferred to 
the United States Navy for use as a presidential yacht.

The Presidential Yacht Potomac (1936-45)

Franklin Delano Roosevelt's election to the presidency of the 
United States on November 8, 1932, brought an avid sailor and 
former Assistant Secretary of the Navy (1913-1920) into the White 
House. Franklin Roosevelt's first presidential yacht was Sequoia 
which he inherited from Herbert Hoover and used from 1933 to
1935. The small size of Sequoia and the potential fire hazard of 
her wooden hull compelled the President to find another yacht.
The ship selected was Electra. In November 1935, Electra was
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transferred to the Navy and taken to Norfolk Navy Yard, where 
alterations to make her suitable for presidential use were com
menced. "The Electra has the advantage of being able to carry 
more passengers and it will be possible for the President to 
travel in her with his normal quota of Secret Service." [2]

On January 30, 1936, Electra was renamed Potomac, and on March 2, 
1936, U.S.S. Potomac AG-25 was commissioned at the Navy Yard at 
Norfolk, entering into her duties as the new presidential yacht. 
The President was a frequent visitor; one crewmember recalls that 
Roosevelt made frequent fishing trips

nearly every weekend from May until November. He loved to 
go down to where the river emptied into Chesapeake Bay and 
anchor. As soon as the President started fishing the crew 
did too...at times the President was having no luck but 
crewmen on the bow were. We would take up anchor and move 
forward so the President would be in the right place. [3]

Potomac was used for longer voyages, the first being a cruise 
from Fort Lauderdale, Florida, to the Bahamas between March 23, 
and April 8, 1936. [4] Presiclent Roosevelt is reported to "have 
felt more at home aboard the Potomac than in the White House, and 
it was riimored that...he would rather serve his Presidential 
terms aboard..." [5] The President himself publicly stated

I try to get away a couple times a year on these short 
trips on the salt water. In Washington as you know, the 
working day of the Presidency in these times averages about 
15 hours...but at sea the radio messages and the occasional 
pouch of mail reduce official work to not more than 2 or 3 
hours...Above all there is the opportunity for thinking 
things through—for differentiating between principles and 
mere methods, between the really big things of life and 
those other things of the moment that may seem all 
important today and yet are forgotten by the world in a 
month. [6]

The New York Times called Potomac the "Sea-Going White House" in 
1941, noting the vessel was "President Roosevelt's chief refuge 
from the heavy strain of his office..." [7]

President Roosevelt also used Potomac for social functions, 
including state receptions and hosting a variety of guests, 
including foreign dignitaries and leaders. The most notable 
guests were the King and Queen of Great Britain, who journeyed 
down the Potomac to Williamsburg with the President and Mrs 
Roosevelt in June 1939. Other notable guests included Crown 
Prince Gustav and Crown Princess Martha of Norway, and Lord 
Halifax, former Foreign Secretary and then-British Ambassador to 
the United States. Roosevelt family members, aides, cabinet 
members (including Cordell Hull, Henry Morganthau, and Harold
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Ickes) as well as influential advisors and confidants such as 
Harry Hopkins and William C. Bullitt, were also frequent guests.

Not all of the President's time aboard Potomac was relaxed or 
social in nature. Not only did Roosevelt use his cruises on the 
vessel to think over events and policy, he also kept in touch 
with the government and the world through the ship's radio. 
Important documents and "essential mail needing the Executive's 
attention or signature are flown to Potomac by naval plane at sea 
and to the nearest landing stage when he is on inland waters."
[8] At least one of the President's famous "fireside chats" was 
broadcast from Potomac.

A significant presidential mission was accomplished aboard 
Potomac in August 1941. Departing in Potomac from Maine, the 
President secretly rendezvoused with the U.S. cruiser Augusta, 
which carried him to the harbor of Argentia in Newfoundland, 
where British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, on board H.M.S. 
Prince of Wales, met with him between August 9-10. Meanwhile, 
Potomac cruised the coast with an FDR stand-in fishing on deck 
while official Navy press releases on the President's activities 
reported (as they did for August 9) that the ship was "anchored 
in fog, prospects for fishing appear very poor today. Everything 
quiet on board, no especial [sic] news." [9] While Potomac 
provided a subterfuge, Roosevelt and Churchill met and discussed 
international tensions, and reached a series of agreements which 
were issued as a joint statement on war aims known as the 
Atlantic Charter, an eight-point declaration of "certain common 
principles in the national policies of their respective countries 
on which they base their hopes for a better future for the 
world." [10]

The addition of a new deck house for the President made Potomac 
unstable, causing her to roll in open seas and causing concern 
for the President's safety. With the outbreak of World War II, 
Potomac was relegated to inland water cruises, finally being used 
less and less by the President. When not in use, Potomac. fitted 
with new sonar and hydrophone equipment, engaged in research for 
the Naval Research Laboratory on Chesapeake Bay through the 
remainder of the war years. Following the death of Franklin 
Roosevelt on April 12, 1945, President Harry S. Truman agreed to 
replace Potomac with another, larger vessel, U.S.S. Williamsburg 
(subject of a separate nomination). Potomac was decommissioned 
by the Na-vy on November 18, 1945, returned to the U.S Coast Guard 
on November 23, and struck from the Navy List on February 25, 
1946.

Post-Presidential Career of Potomac

Potomac was to be fitted out as a Coast Guard buoy tender on the 
Potomac River. Instead, the vessel, in the midst of 
provisioning, was decommissioned by the Coast Guard and laid-up 
at Baltimore. Late in 1946 Potomac was sold to the State of



NPS Form 10-900

Potomac (Presidential Tacht)
USDl/NFS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86)
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service 
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

0MB No. 1024-0018

Page 12

Maryland. Operated by the State's Tidewater Fisheries 
Commission, Potomac patrolled Chesapeake Bay, inspecting 
fisheries and making occasional official cruises with the 
Governor of Maryland.

In 1960, rising fuel costs compelled the State of Maryland to 
sell Potomac to Warren G. Toone, owner of Neptune Lines of 
Delaware, who operated her as a passenger and freight-carrying 
vessel between Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. After a 
short career, Potomac was sold to the Hydro Capital Company of 
Newport Beach, California, who in turn sold the ship to enter
tainer Elvis Presley. Presley in turn donated Potomac to 
St. Jude's Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee. St. Jude's auctioned 
the vessel. Thereafter, Potomac changed owners several times, 
finally ending up in San Francisco, where she was seized by the 
U.S. Customs Service after a drug raid. The impounded vessel was 
towed to Treasure Island Naval Base on San Francisco Bay, where 
her rusted hulk was pierced by submerged pilings, sinking Potomac 
in 35 feet of water on March 18, 1981.

Potomac was raised by salvage divers. She was then sold at 
auction for $15,000 to the Port of Oakland, which has restored 
her as floating museum and Roosevelt memorial. Potomac will be 
operated on the bay as an educational vessel when not berthed at 
the FDR Memorial Pier on the Oakland Estuary. The 
rehabilitation, restoration, and operation of Potomac was 
undertaken for the Port of Oakland by the Association for the 
Preservation of the Presidential Yacht Potomac, a non-profit 
organization headed by the President's son James Roosevelt, and 
prominent San Francisco Bay Area labor union officials.

Endnotes

1. Manitowoc (Wisconsin) Herald Times. October 29, 1934, and 
November 9, 1935.

2. "To the Navy for the President," The U.S. Coast Guard 9 
(2), December 1935, p. 32.

3. Letter, Paul M. Harless (former Potomac crewmember) to 
Sesan Rodgers, U.S.S. Potomac Association, North Augusta, 
South Carolina, April 5, 1986, pp. 3-4.

4. "The President's Cruise in Bahama Waters on Board U.S.S. 
Potomac, Escorted by U.S.S. Monaghan and U.S.S. Dale, From 
23 March, 1936 to 8 April, 1936," manuscript, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Library, Hyde Park, New York.

5. Fred E. Crockett, Special Fleet; The History of the
Presidential Yachts (Camden, Maine: Down East Books, 1985)
p. 66.

6. New York Times. March 30, 1941.



NPS Form 10-900

Potomac (Presidential Yacht)
USDl/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86)
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service 
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

0MB No. 102A-0018

Page 13

7. Franklin L. Kluckhohn, "Sea-Going White House," The New 
York Times Magazine, May 18, 1941, p. 12.

8. Ibid., p. 21.

9. "Presidential Activities, U.S.S. Potomac. (Report #6)," 
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10. Joseph Alsop, FDR; A Centenary Remembrance (New York; 
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9. MAXTOR BTBT.IOGRAPHTr.AT. RRFERENCES 

Manuscripts

Historical Files (Including Crew Reminiscences and Photocopied 
Materials from the FDR Library), Association for the Preservation of 
the Presidential Yacht Potomac, Jack London Square, Oakland, 
California.

Ship History Files, U.S.S. Potomac AG-25, Ship's History Division, 
Naval Historical Center, Washington Navy Yard, Washington, D.C.

Published Accounts

Alsop, Joseph, FDR; A Centenary Remembrance (New York: The Viking 
Press, 1982).

Crockett, Fred E., Special Fleet; The History of the Presidential 
Yachts (Camden, Maine; Down East Books, 1985).

Kluckhohn, Frank L., "Sea-Going White House," The New York Times 
Magazine, May 18, 1941, pp. 12,21.

Newspapers

The Manitowoc Herald (Manitowoc, Wisconsin).

The New York Times (New York, New York).

Previous documentation on file (NPS);

___ Preliminary Determination of Individual Listing (36 CFR 67) has
been requested.

X Previously Listed in the National Register.
___ Previously Determined Eligible by the National Register.
___ Designated a National Historic Landmark.
___ Recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey; #
___ Recorded by Historic American Engineering Record; #

Primary Location of Additional Data;

___ State Historic Preservation Office
___ Other State Agency

X Federal Agency
___ Local Government
___ University
___ Other: Specify Repository: National Maritime Initiative
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Acreage of Property: Less than one acre (.1 acre approximate).

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing

A 10 563500 4182130

Verbal Boundary Description:

All that area encompassed within the vessel's extreme registered 
dimensions.

Boundary Justification:

The boundary includes the entire area of the vessel as she floats at 
her berth.
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1. Name

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87

For NPS use only

received 

date entered

historic USS POTOMAC (AG25) Ex-ELECTRA

and or common Presidential Yacht POTOMAC

2. Location
street & number 1660 Embarcadero not for publication

Oakland
city, town vicinity of

state California code 06 county Alameda code 001

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district X public occupied ------agriculture ^ museum
building(s) private unoccupied commercial park

X structure both X work in progress ^ educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted ^_government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
"no military other:

4. Owner of Property
name Port of Oakland

street & number London Square, Box 2064

city, town Oakland . vicinity of state California 94607

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. N/4

street & number

city, town state

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title National Register of Historic Places has this property been determined eligible? ^L,yes

December 1986 xdate federal . state county local

depository for survey records National Park Service

city, town Washington state D. C.



7. Description
Condition
___ excellent
------good
_x_ fair

Check one
deteriorated ___unaltered

. ruins x altered

.unexposed

Check one
___original site
___moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The former Presidential yacht U.S.S. Potomac (AG-25), ex- 
U.S.C.G.C. Electra, currently rests on blocks, out of the water, 
on the shore of the Oakland Estuary in Oakland, California. 
Potomac is currently undergoing extensive restoration to refloat 
her and return her to her appearance of circa 1939, when she 
operated as the yacht of Franklin D. Roosevelt (1882-1945), 32nd 
President of the United States of America.

Electra As Built

Potomac was laid down and originally launched as the United 
States Coast Guard ship Electra. seventeenth vessel of the Aroo 
class of Coast Guard patrol boats. As launched in 1934, Electra 
was a 165-foot long riveted steel-hulled vessel with a 23.9-foot 
beam, 13.3-foot depth of hold, and an 8.1-foot draft. Electra 
displaced 337 tons.

Electra was designed with sharp lines for speed, with a raked bow 
and a rounded "cruiser" stern. Her machinery was housed midships 
and consisted of dual Winton diesel engines of 670 HP which drove 
twin propellers. Her galley and mess areas were aft; crew 
quarters were forward. Her superstructure housed the radio room, 
heads, and the commanding officer's quarters. The pilothouse was 
located atop the superstructure. Electra carried four boats.
The vessel was armed with two 1-pdrs. aft and a 3-inch gun 
forward. [1]

Electra as Remodeled into Potomac

Electra was removed from service late in 1935. She was remodeled 
by the United States Navy for use as a Presidential yacht and was 
renamed U.S.S. Potomac (AG-25). The vessel's armament was 
removed, and a new welded-steel superstructure housing a central 
saloon, the Presidential stateroom, with a private head complete 
with bathtub, and two separate galleys, was installed. A major 
feature of the new superstructure was large glass windows set 
into brass frames with handcranks to open them for cross
ventilation. Directly below the new superstructure, the former 
boiler and mess area was converted into four passenger 
staterooms, each with two bunks and individual heads.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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The vessel was originally fitted with two stacks. The 
after stack carried auxiliary engine exhaust. During the 
conversion, the exhaust manifolds were relocated to the forward 
stack, and the after stack was gutted to house a hand-operated 
elevator for the President's use. A watertight door in the stack 
provided access to a new, welded steel boat deck which linked the 
original superstructure forward with the new superstructure aft. 
Davits were installed on the new boat deck for two Coast Guard 
surf dories, a motor whaleboat, and two 22-foot "Chris-Craft" 
motor boats inasmuch as the President did not consider lifeboats 
"smart." [2]

A towing bitt on the fantail was removed and a large settee was built 
into the curve of the fantail for the seating of guests. The 
bulwarks in the fantail were raised to support windows to protect 
guests from the wind. Additional berths were added below decks in 
the crew areas for the President's mess stewards. The original 
Coast Guard radio equipment was replaced with standard Naval 
equipment with a greater range and more powerful transmission, 
and additional ballast was added to compensate for the additional 
weight above decks.

During the course of the vessel's use as the Presidential yacht, 
additional alterations and additions were made between 1936 and 
1945. These included numerous minor modifications to stop 
vibration noise in the President's stateroom, the addition of two 
50-Cal. Lewis antiaircraft machine guns (later changed to two 20- 
mm antiaircraft cannon), and degaussing gear. During WWII the 
vessel was used primarily as a Naval sonar research vessel.
Special transducers and motor generator units for the sonar 
equipment were installed.

Post-Presidential Modifications

Following the death of President Roosevelt, President Truman 
replaced Potomac with U.S.S. Williamsburg. Potomac was 
decommissioned and ultimately transferred to the State of 
Maryland. The State of Maryland removed the after stack and 
hand-operated elevator, placing the stack ashore at Cambridge, 
Maryland, imbedded in a concrete base, as a memorial to Franklin 
D. Roosevelt. The two motorboats were also removed for use as 
patrol craft by the Maryland State Police.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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In 1959 the State of Maryland sold Potomac to Neptune Lines of 
Delaware for use as a commercial passenger vessel. In 1960 the 
vessel was again modified, with a new welded-steel deckhouse 
containing two passenger cabins being added on the foredeck. 
Escape trucks to provide egress from below deck were also 
installed, one passing into the former Presidential stateroom and 
compelling the removal of the President's bathtub.

Potomac's Current Condition

Potomac passed through several owners after 1960. Lack of 
maintenance and deterioration weakened the vessel, and while 
impounded by the United States Customs Service at Treasure Island 
on San Francisco Bay, a broken piling pierced her rusted hull, 
sinking the vessel. Potomac was raised, sold at auction to the 
Port of Oakland, and brought to her present site in Oakland 
Estuary. In September, 1982, all interior fittings, including 
joinery, electrical and plumbing fixtures, machinery, furniture, 
rigging, windows, portholes, and equipment were removed and 
placed in storage. During this process the engine room was 
gutted and the engines landed ashore. Potomac was then lifted 
from the water and placed on blocks.

The hull was sandblasted, the pilothouse lifted off, and the boat 
deck replaced with welded steel. Structural survey disclosed 
wasted hull plates, frames, keel, and stanchions. These 
deteriorated sections were cut away (except for the keel).
Potomac currently rests high and dry with most of the hull 
plating removed from her bow and from several areas midships, 
where frames, stanchions, and some sections of decking have also 
been removed. The vessel is essentially an empty hulk at this 
time.

While the lower portions of the hull are in poor condition, the 
hull above the waterline is in good to excellent condition, with 
the rivets apparently sound. The bulwarks, railings, and decks 
are in good condition. The original teak decking aft is 
preserved but has deteriorated. The exposed riveted steel deck 
forward is in excellent condition.

The interior arrangement of the hull is preserved, 
arrangements and partitions in the superstructure,

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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addition. Presidential deckhouse, the saloon, galleys, and 
Presidential stateroom are discernable. The only missing major 
features at this time are the President's hand-operated elevator 
and the bathtub in his stateroom. The original teak deck is 
present but has deteriorated. Forward, the original 
superstructure is in excellent condition with its original 
interior arrangements and partitions preserved.

The 1960 forward deckhouse has been removed and scrapped. The 
pilothouse, which is severly rusted, sits alongside the ship 
along with the masts, davits, engines, and the forward stack. 
Containers in the shipyard contain the panelling and joiner's 
work (numbered and identified according to the area of the vessel 
it was removed from), electrical fixtures, plumbing, equipment, 
furniture, and machinery, including the original brass 
propellers.

Planned Rehabilitation of Potomac

It is the intent of Potomac's owners to restore her as an 
operating vessel, and a memorial museum, the "floating White 
House," commemorating Franklin D. Roosevelt's Presidency. A 
three-phase rehabilitation, which includes 1) basic structural 
repairs and refloating, 2) installation of electrical and 
plumbing systems, and making the vessel seaworthy and operable, 
and finally, 3) detailed interior restoration, furnishing, and 
fitting out. The estimated tim.e frame for the completion of all 
phases of restoration is two years. [4]

The naval architects who have planned the restoration intend to 
meet current United States Coast Guard requirements for operating 
vessels carrying passengers while saving as much historic fabric 
as possible. Their philosophy of restoration is to reuse 
existing equipment where possible; when replacing materials, 
match them to the original as closely as possible; alter the 
vessel as little as possible to meet the Coast Guard 
requirements, seeking waivers from those requirements where 
possible to maintain the historic integrity of the vessel; and 
hiding as much new, non-historic material and work as possible, 
clearly identifying new, non-historic material as such when it 
cannot be hidden.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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Specific restoration goals include replacing 80 feet of the flat 
keel in the forward part of the vessel, replacing selected frames 
aft, and then replacing the entire bottom steel plating of the 
hull (4,500 square feet). The replaced hull plating will be 
welded as opposed to the original riveted steel plate hull. The 
original riveted hull will be retained above the waterline. New 
diesel engines, of a slightly smaller size and horsepower than 
the original, will be installed along with new shafting, 
steering, and rudders to meet Coast Guard requirements.

The pilothouse will be rebuilt and replaced, as will the masts, 
davits, and the after stack, which will house a hand-operated 
elevator. The teak deck will be taken up and replaced in-kind 
with new teak decking. The settee will be reinstalled on the 
fantail, and awnings and other external features such as the 
lifeboats and motorboats will be restored.

The vessel will receive a new electrical and plumbing system, but 
original fixtures will be replaced to provide a "period" 
appearance. The galleys will also receive period equipment, as 
will the radio room. The original panelling and joiner's work in 
the vessel will be stripped, repaired, and reinstalled. The 
interior spaces will be restored and furnished with historic 
photographs guiding the process, with considerable attention 
focused on the saloon and the Presidential stateroom.

While the rehabilitation is aimed at making the vessel a 
floating, operable entity, -the intent of the restoration is to 
have the vessel's exterior and interior appearance match 
Potomac's appearance in 1939 as closely as possible. Some modern 
intrusions, such as liferaft canisters on deck, modern 
navigational lights, antenna, and radar, will be present. [5]

Sources

"U.S.C.G. Patrol Boat ELECTRA-Report on the Condition of," 
Norfolk Navy Yard (Virginia), December 2, 1935, File No. 
AG25/L9-3 (1), Ships' History Division, U.S. Navy Historical 
Center, Washington, D.C., and Paul A. Gow and John W. 
Waterhouse, "Renovation of the Floating White House," 
Presentation to the Pacific Northwest Section of the Society of 
Naval Architects and Marine Engineers, January 1986 (Revised 
August 1986) , Association for the Preservation of the 
Presidential Yacht Potomac, Oakland, California, pp. 1-2.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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Gow and Waterhouse, "Renovation of the Floating White House," 
pp. 2-3.

Ibid.

Discussions with Mr. James McCloud and Mr. Dan Holdgate, 
Association for the Preservation of the Presidential Yacht 
Potomac, Oakland, California, June 11, 1987.

Gow and Waterhouse, passim.



8. Significance
Period
___prehistoric

 1400-1499 
 1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
archeology-prehistoric 

„„ archeology-historic 
__ agriculture

___architecture
___art
___ commerce
___ communications

community planning ___landscape architecture.
conservation ___ law

. economics ___ literature
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 

_ industry 
__ invention

military
music
philosophy
politics/government

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian 

, theater 
. transportation 
other (specify)

Specific dates 1936-1945 Buiider/Architect Manitowoc Ship Building Co.

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The former Presidential yacht Potomac (AG-25), ex-U.S.C.G.C. 
Electra, one of four surviving major vessels used as Presidential 
yachts, was solely used by Franklin Delano Roosevelt (1882-1945), 
32nd President of the United States, between 1936 and 1945.
While President Roosevelt also used the yacht Sequoia (from 1933 
to 1936) , Potomac was the principal vessel associated with the 
President during the majority of his four-term tenure in office. 
Potomac is of exceptional national significance because of her 
major association with the social and official life of the 
President. During his term of office, Potomac was a major symbol 
of Roosevelt's Presidency.

Franklin Roosevelt's association with the vessel was more than 
tangential. Roosevelt, an avid sailor and former Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy, used Potomac as his "floating White 
House," conducting State visits, such as those of the King and 
Queen of Great Britain to the United States in June 1939, policy
setting meetings with his cabinet. Senators, Congressmen, and 
government officials, and as transportation to significant 
meetings such as his rendezvous with Winston Churchill in August, 
1941 to arrange the Atlantic Charter. President Roosevelt also 
hosted one of his famous "fireside chats" from Potomac's radio 
room. Perhaps more significantly, the President frequently used 
Potomac as a retreat, making day trips to reinfuse himself with 
the vigor required by the duties of his office.

Potomac is also of exceptional national significance through her 
association with critical events in the history of the United 
States during the crisis years of the Depression and the Second 
World War. Presidential briefings, meetings, and decisions were 
made on board Potomac, and Potomac played an integral part in

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET



9. Major Bibliographical References

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

10. Geographical Data
.1Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Oakland East 
UTM References

Quadrangle scale__1 : , 000

A 1^0 5|6,6|6,1 ,5| |4 ,ip,2|0,l,5| ^ 11 1 |_ 1 1 11 i , . 1 . I 1
Zone

C| 1 i
Easting

. 1 1 . 1
Northing

1 I 1 I 1 1 I 1
Zone Easting

D| , 11,1 1 1 1
Northing

1 1 1 1 1 1
E 1 1 1 1 . 1 . . 1 1 . 1 . 1 . . 1 F| , 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 . 1 . 1 . ,
G 1 1 1 1 . 1 . . 1 1 . 1 . 1 1 . 1 Hi , 1 1 1 , 1 1 1 11 1 . 1 , 1 , , 1
Verbal boundary description and justification

All that area encompassed within the vessel's extreme registered dimensions.

List ali states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title James P. Delgado, Acting Maritime Historian

organization National Park Service date June 30, 1987

street & number p.p. gox 37127 telephone (^15) 556-9827

city or town Washington state D.C. 20013-7127

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is;

___ national ------state —_ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature__________________________________________________

title date

For MPS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest:
Chief of Registration

GPO 01 1 -309



NPSFonn 10«X>4i (M«) ouBAfitrnmno. ua*«m

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Continuation Sheet

Section number__ ^ Page

arranging the Atlantic Charter, the crucial agreement between the 
United States and Great Britain prior to America's entry into the 
war. Finally, the vessel's significance is enhanced by her brief 
role in supressing illegal trade in alcohol after Prohibition as 
a patrol vessel cruising for "rum runners."

The above statement of significance is based on the more detailed 
history which follows.

The Coast Guard Cutter Electra, 1934-1935

The United States Coast Guard Cutter Electra was built by the 
Manitowoc Ship Building Company of Manitowoc, Wisconsin. Laid 
down on March 5, 1934, with two of her sister ships, the cutters 
Djone and Pandora. Electra was launched with the other two 
vessels at Manitowoc's first triple launch on June 30, 1934.
After being fitted out, Electra made her trial runs and was 
accepted by the Coast Guard, being commissioned on October 25,
1934. Under the command of Lt. Cmdr. Arthur Hall, U.S.C.G., 
Electra made her way through the Great Lakes to the Atlantic. 
Home-ported in Norfolk, Virginia, Electra commenced her career of 
patrolling the coast as far north as Boston in search of rum
running vessels still engaging in their illicit trade despite the 
repeal of the Volstead Act on December 5, 1933. [1] Electra's 
Coast Guard career was short-lived, however, for in November of 
1935 it was announced that she was being transferred to the 
United States Navy for use as a Presidential yacht.

The Presidential Yacht Potomac, 1936-1945

Franklin Delano Roosevelt's election to the Presidency of the 
United States on November 8, 1932, brought an avid sailor and 
former Assistant Secretary of the Navy (1913-1920) into the White 
House. Franklin Roosevelt's first Presidential yacht was Seauioa 
(subject of a separate nomination), which he used from 1933 to
1935. The small size of Sequioa and the potential fire hazard of 
her wooden hull compelled the President to find another yacht.
The ship selected was Electra. In November of 1935 Electra was 
transferred to the Navy and taken to Norfolk Navy Yard, where 
alterations to make her suitable for Presidential use were 
commenced. "The ELECTRA has the advantage of being able to carry 
more passengers and it will be possible for the President to 
travel in her with his normal quota of Secret Service men." [2]

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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On January 30, 1936, Electra was renamed Potomac, and on March 2, 
1936, U.S.S. Potomac AG-25 was commissioned at the Navy Yard at 
Norfolk, entering into her duties as the new Presidential yacht. 
The President was a frequent visitor; one crewmember recalls that 
Roosevelt made frequent fishing trips

nearly every weekend from May until 
November. He loved to go down to where the 
river emptied into Chesapeake Bay and 
anchor. As soon as the President started
fishing the crew did too___ at times the
President was having no luck but crewmen on 
the bow were. We would take up anchor and 
move forward so the President would be in 
the right place. [3]

Potomac was used for longer voyages, the first being a cruise 
from Fort Lauderdale, Florida, to the Bahamas between March 23 
and April 8, 1936. [4] President Roosevelt is reported to "have 
felt more at home aboard the Potomac than in the White House, and 
it was rumored that — he would rather serve his Presidential 
terms aboard...." [5] The President himself publicly stated

I try to get away a couple times a year on 
these short trips on the salt water. In 
Washington as you know, the working day of 
the Presidency in these times averages 
about 15 hours....But at sea the radio 
messages and the occasional pouch of mail 
reduce official work to not more than 2 or 
3 hours....Above all there is the 
opportunity for thinking things through— 
for differentiating between principles and 
mere methods, between the really big things 
of life and those other things of the 
moment that may seem all important today 
and yet are forgotten by the world in a 
month. [6]

The New York Times called Potomac the "Sea-Going White House" in 
1941, noting the vessel was "President Roosevelt's chief refuge 
from the heavy strain of his office...." [7]

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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Presi<3ent Roosevelt also used Potomac for social functions, 
inclu(3ing state receptions and hosting a variety of guests 
including foreign dignitaries and leaders. The most notable 
guests were the King and Queen of Great Britain, who journeyed 
down the Potomac to Williamsburg with the President and Mrs. 
Roosevelt in June 1939. Other notable guests included Crown 
Prince Gustav and Crown Princess Martha of Norway, and Lord 
Halifax, former foreign secretary and then British ambassador to 
the United States. Roosevelt family members, aides, cabinet 
members (including Cordell Hull, Henry Morgenthau, and Harold 
Ickes) as well as influential advisors and confidantes such as 
Harry Hopkins and William C. Bullitt were also frequent guests.

Not all of the President's time aboard Potomac was relaxed or 
social in nature. Not only did Roosevelt use his cruises on the 
vessel to think over events and policy; he also kept in touch 
with the government and the world through the ship's radio. 
Important documents and "essential mail needing the Executive's 
attention or signature are flown to the Potomac by naval plane at 
sea and to the nearest landing stage when he is on inland 
waters." [8] At least one of the President's famous "fireside 
chats" was broadcast from Potomac.

A significant Presidential mission was accomplished aboard 
Potomac in August 1941. Departing in Potomac from Maine, the 
President secretly rendezvoused with the U.S. cruiser Augusta, 
which carried him to the harbor of Argentia in Newfoundland, 
where British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, on board H.M.S. 
Prince of Wales, met with him between August 9-10. Meanwhile, 
Potomac cruised the coast with an FDR stand-in fishing on deck 
while official Navy press releases on the President's activities 
reported (as they did for August 9) that the ship was "anchored 
in fog, prospects for fishing appear very poor today. Everything 
quiet on board, no especial (sic) news." [9] While Potomac 
provided a subterfuge, Roosevelt and Churchill met and discussed 
international tensions, and reached a series of agreements which 
were issued as a joint statement on war aims known as the 
Atlantic Charter, an eight-point declaration of "certain common 
principles in the national policies of their respective countries 
on which they base their hopes for a better future for the 
world." [10]

The addition of a new deckhouse for the President made Potomac 
unstable, causing her to roll in open seas and causing concern 
for the President's safety. With the outbreak of World War II,

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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Potomac was relegated to inland water cruises, finally being used 
less and less by the President. When not in use, Potomac. fitted 
with new sonar and hydrophone equipment, engaged in research for 
the Naval Research Laboratory on Chesapeake Bay through the 
remainder of the war years. Following the death of Franklin 
Roosevelt on April 12, 1945, President Harry S. Truman agreed to 
replace Potomac with another, larger vessel, U.S.S. Williamsburg 
(subject of a separate nomination). Potomac was decommissioned 
by the Navy on November 18, 1945, returned to the U.S. Coast 
Guard on November 23, and struck from the Navy List on February 
25, 1946.

Post-Presidential Career of Potomac

Potomac was to be fitted out as a Coast Guard buoy tender on the 
Potomac River. Instead, the vessel, in the midst of 
provisioning, was decommissioned by the Coast Guard and laid-up 
at Baltimore. Late in 1946 Potomac was sold to the State of 
Maryland. Operated by the state's Tidewater Fisheries 
Commission, Potomac patrolled Chesapeake Bay, inspecting 
fisheries and making occasional official cruises with the 
Governor of Maryland.

In 1960, rising fuel costs compelled the State of Maryland to 
sell Potomac to Warren G. Toone, owner of Neptune Lines of 
Delaware, who operated her as a passenger and freight-carrying 
vessel between Puerto Rico .and the U.S. Virgin Islands. After a 
short career, Potomac was sold to the Hydro Capital Company of 
Newport Beach, California, who in turn sold the ship to 
entertainer Elvis Presley. Presley in turn donated Potomac to 
St. Jude's Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee. St. Jude's auctioned 
the vessel. Thereafter Potomac changed owners several times, 
finally ending up in San Francisco, where she was seized by the 
U.S. Customs Service after a drug raid. The impounded vessel was 
towed to Treasure Island Naval Base on San Francisco Bay, where 
her rusted hulk was pierced by submerged pilings, sinking Potomac 
in 35 feet of water on March 18, 1981.

Potomac was raised by salvage divers. She was then sold at 
auction for $15,000 to the Port of Oakland, which intends to 
restore her as a floating museum and Roosevelt memorial. Potomac 
will be operated on the bay as an educational vessel and berthed 
at the FDR Memorial Pier on the Oakland Estuary. The 
rehabilitation, restoration, and operation of Potomac is being 
undertaken for the Port of Oakland by the Association for the

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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Preservation of the Presidential Yacht Potomac, a non-profit 
organization headed by the President's son James Roosevelt, and 
prominent San Francisco Bay Area labor union officials.

Sources

1
Manitowoc (Wisconsin) Herald Times. October 29, 1934, and 
November 9, 1935.

2
"To the Navy for the President," The U.S. Coast Guard 9 (2), 
December 1935, p. 32.

3
Letter, Paul M. Harless (former Potomac crewmember) to Sesan 
Rodgers, U.S.S. Potomac Association, N. Augusta, South Carolina, 
April 5, 1986, pp. 3-4.

4
"The President's Cruise in Bahama Waters on Board U.S.S.
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SIGNIFICANCE
USS Potomac was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in February 
1987.. The vessel's national significance is derived from her years as a pres 
dentlal yacht and particularly from her association with the 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and her role as the "Floating White House from 
to 1944. She is a symbol of FDR's presidency reflecting the spirit 
era when the United States was transformed from isolationism to a world power. 
USS Potomac was used routinely by Franklin D. Roosevelt as a place to spend 
his leisure time as well as to work and hold state affairs. When the current 
restoration work is completed, the former presidential yacht will serve as 
a living monument and historical asset to give the community a sense ot orien
tation to the era and to Roosevelt, the man.

STATUS
Potomac is currently undergoing extensive restoration at a mini-boat 
at 1660 Embarcadero, Oakland, California. Upon restoration, the vessel will 
be refloated and moved to the newly named Franklin D. Roosevelt Pier at the 
foot of Oakland's Clay Street. Restoration of Potomac, estimated to cost 
$4,000,000, is being funded by contributions from individuals and corporations 
as a memorial to President Franklin D. Roosevelt. The group overseeing fund 
raising activities and the restoration of Potomac is the Association for the 
Preservation of the Presidential Yacht USS Potomac.

CURRENT NATIONAL PARK SERVICE INVOLVEMENT

The National Park Service's History Division is undertaking as part of the 
Maritime Initiative a study of the historical significance of the three foraer 
presidential yachts — Potomac, Williamsburg, and Sequoia — to assess their 
historically significance and structural integrity. This study, being accomp
lished through existing FTEs and with available funds, will be presented to 
the National Park System Advisory Board at its autumn 1987 meeting. The Board, 
after evaluating the report, will recommend to the Secretary the Interior 
whether one, two, or all three vessels should be designated as National Historic 
Landmarks. The Board could also find that none of these vessels meet the 
exacting National Historic Landmarks criteria.

THE $50,000 ADD-ON
The $50,000 called for in the draft subcommittee report would be used by the 
National Park Service (Harpers Ferry Center, Western Regional Office, and 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area personnel) to develop a comprehensive 
plan for interpreting the presidency of Franklin D. Roosevelt by employing 
USS Potomac as the central theme. The development of an interpretive prospectus 
and exhibitary would link Potomac with the ships and resources of the National 
Maritime Museum, and Jeremiah O'Brien, and Pampanito. These ships and boats 
constitute an unsurpassed treasure trove of vessels to interpret to t ® 
future generations the national, indeed international significance, o t ese 
maritime resources and the events and people associated with them.
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Presidentiai Yacht Potomac
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NATIONAL CAMPAIGN 
CO-CHAIRMEN
Lane Kirkland 
Cornell C. Maier

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
James Roosevelt, Chairman 
Hon. Lionel J. Wilson, 

Honorary Chairman

May 7, 1984

y/,

Mr. Jerry Rogers Assistant DjJp^^or 
Nationa^,x?^k Service 
Depa^j^^nfient of Interior 
Wai^iington, D,C, 20240

Dear Mr. Rogers:

I am writing you on behalf of the Association 
for the Preservation of the Presidential Yacht 
Potomac. The Association has been formed to 
restore the U.S.S. Potomac, the vessel used by 
Franklin D. Roosevelt during his administration.

This vessel once called the "Floating White 
House" is undergoing a two-year restoration 
program as directed by a Board of Governors. 
Chairman of the Board is James Roosevelt, 
eldest son of FDR.

We are interested in having the U.S.S. Potomac 
being designated as a National Landmark. We 
are currently undergoing the procedures 
necessary to include the Potomac on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Could 
you please direct us on the required procedures 
in designating the Potomac as a National 
Landmark? We would appreciate the application 
or other pertinent forms.

Should.you have any questions concerning the 
Potomac, please call me at the number shown 
below. I have included a copy of a brochure, 
briefly describing the project.

)incerely,

'Susan L. Koj 
Acting Proj/ Director

SLR:mk 
Enclosure: One

66 Jack London Square P.O, Box 2064 Oakland, CA 94604 (415) 839-7533



fV'^-

H34C418)

MAT 2 1 1984
Ms. Susan L. Rogers, Acting Project Director 
The Association for the Preservation 

of the Presidential Yacht Potomac 
66 Jack London Square 
P. 0. Box 2064 
Oakland, California 94604

Dear Ms. Rogers:

Thank you for your letter of May 7 regarding your desire that Presidential 
Yacht Potomac be designated a National Historic Landmark. We appreciate your 
interest in the National Historic Landmarks Program.

We are happy to note that you have taken steps toward the ship’s listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places. Since, as a matter of procedure, we prefer 
to initiate studies of potential Landmarks after they have been entered in the 
Register, we ask that you notify us when the property has been listed. At that 
time, we will review the documentation on the ship, and contact you about 
whether or not the yacht will be formally studied for Landmark designation. In 
preparing Landmark nominations, we use the National Register inventory/nomination 
form, but we may request additional information from you should we decide to 
nominate Potomac.

Enclosed are copies of a leaflet and the National Historic Landmarks Program 
regulations, which describe the procedures of the Program. Please contact 
Ben Levy at the History Division (418), National Park Service, Washington, DC, 
20240, (202) 343-8164, if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian

Enclosures

cc: 400 Reading File 
001 Reading File

/418-OSC-Presidential Yacht Potomac, Oakland, Calif. 
LFellerrpt:5-21-84 
Feller Disk 3: Item # 24

m
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Vice President 
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The Association for the 

Preservation of the 

Presidential Yacht Potomac

August 21, 1986

Mr. James P. Delgado, Historian
U.S. Department of Interior
National Park Service
Golden Gate National Recreation Area
Fort Mason, Building 201
San Francisco, CA 94123

Dear Jim:

I enjoyed talking to you on the phone the other day. i am 
sorry we did not get the previous survey, but it appears you have 
classified us correctly. I would only add that the Potomac was 
used in a mission of international importance when President 
Roosevelt met with Winston Churchill to sign the Atlanta Charter.

I believe the accoitpanying materials will answer any further 
questions you might have, if not, please do not hesitate to call 
me.

Sincerely,

Susan L. Rogers 
Executive Director

Enclosures

66 Jack London Square P.O. Box 2064 Oakland, CA 94604 (415) 839-7533
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Septenber 8, 1986

TO CHARITABLE DONORS AND FRIENDS OF THE POTOMAC

At long last the restoration program for the Potomac is 
approaching reality. During the past year and a half we have been 
involved in preparing for the actual restoration work which we 
hope will be underway shortly. This has consisted of Naval 
Architect selection, preparation of a ccsrprehensive set of plans 
and specifications, the research required to assure historical 
accuracy, meetings with the United States Coast Guard to provide 
for plan ccsrpliance and the release of funding that is 
administered by the U.S. Maritime Administration.

The Board of Governors has appointed a Ship Restoration 
Ccmmittee, chaired by Jim McCloud, retired President of Raymond 
Kaiser Engineers, to oversee the work of Nickum & Spaulding, the 
selected Naval Architects, the forthcoming bidding process, and 
ultimately, the shipyard restoration activity. The Ship 
Restoration Conmittee consists of:

Clarence Briggs

Arthur J. Haskell

Eugene K. Pentimonti

John Lappin

- Secretary/Treasurer 
Pacific Coast Metal Trades

- Senior Vice President 
Matson Navigation Company

- Vice President, Engineering &
Operations

American President Lines

- Director Public Relations 
Continental Maritime

and various technical advisors, all with a wealth of experience in 
.shipbuilding and operation.

We have recaitly put our bid documents but to fifteen 
shipyards and steel fabricators on the Wfest Coast. We have 
developed several bidding options for performing the structural - 
work, mechanical ir^tallation and outfitting of the USS POTOM^fc.
We have worked to initiate numerous opportunities for a competi
tive bid as well as giveithe T^sociaticxi the maximum flexibility 
of selection-in ^e bidding process. ' -

66 Jack London Square P.O.Box 2064 daklanctCA^4604 (415) 839-7533



Charitable Donors and Friends 
- Page Two -

At this time we would like to thank you for your support. We 
eicxjurage your continuing interest in bringing the Potcxnac to the 
thousands of school children and visitors who will benefit frcan 
your si^^rt. We will continue to keep you in touch with the 
progress through our newsletter, and should you have any 
questions, comments or suggestions, please call me, my fellow 
Ixjard menbers or the staff at the Potcmac offico.

I want you to know that I personally believe that the Potcannac 
is not only a presidential memorial but of great educational and 
historical significance for the West Coast. This year the Statue 
of Liberty is being spotlighted. In the next year or so, I hope 
it will be the Potomac.

Sincerely,

(rtn-cc

is Roosevelt 
iirman of the Board

Ji-
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Hon. Lionel J. Wilson

Friends of the Pot(

Executive Director

PotODoac Update

First, I want to apprise you of the most recent progress on the 
Restoration Program. As many of you know, our Naval Architects 
coirpleted the plans and specifications earlier this year and we 
went out to bid in April. The results of that bid call led us to 
believe we needed to redefine our Restoration Program into three 
separate options: a structural ship (to complete all the steel
work), an operational ship (to cortplete not only the structurals, 
but the mechanicals as well), and a conplete ship Which would 
allow the ship to be conpletely operational as well as have most 
of the outfitting done.

We went out to bid again in August and recently received the 
results. I am extremely pleased to announce that we are currently 
in negotiations with one of the shipyards and I look forward to 
the next few weeks when the contract will be signed and work on 
the vessel can begin.

On a more personal note at this time, I have decided to leave the 
program as your Executive Director. It has been a fascinating 
time for me as we have worked together through some difficult and 
ccxiplex issues. What I have learned throughout these past four 
years has been invaluable and extremely gratifying. I have enjoyed 
every minute and especially the many friends and sv^tporters along 
the way. I will still continue to help when I can, as I believe 
strongly in a restored Potomac that will take your children and 
mine on an educational journey to learn of an inportant era in 
this nation's past.

ny bestStanelyRosch, Again, let roe enphasize my thanks for your support^ and 
Treasurer regards to all of you. / /JL/

, jp:, .j / yur.:(F..s

Oakland, CA 9460466 Jack London Square (415) 839-7533



***** Record 6430 in Correspondence ***** 

national park service
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
CORRESPONDENCE CONTROL (Rm-3117)

Today's Date; 12/29/86 Loq #0152 
DOCUMENT ID #; <86-001A-0152_ > 

FWP/ES #: 

DATE OF LETTER: <12/18/86> DATE LETTER RECEIVED; 12/24/86 

NAME; <ABERNATHY, WALTER A.> ORGANIZATION: PORT OF OAKLAND

SUBJECT: LTR. FOR VISIT TO PORT OF OAKLAND TO DISCUSS THE POTOMAC PROJECT. ( PO 
TOMAC = YACHT USED BY PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT), f RECEIVED BY NATIONAL PARK FOUNDATI 
ON 12/22/86-DUE TO INCORRECT BOX# - REFERS TO JAN. MEETING WITH MOTT IN D.C.]

ASSIGNED TO; <400 > DUE DATE; <**/**/**> <1> For Director's Signature 
<2> For Your Reply, Copy to 001

ACTION; For Review/Comment <3> For Review/Comment

Routing Sequence;

Routing Continued;

For Changes in: 1. Due Dates,
2. Assign To or
3. Signature Levels

Call Correspondence Control; (202) or (FTS) 343-1102

NOTICE; Do NOT Remove This Control Slip From The Correspondence!!!
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December 18, 1986 '2.0

Mr. William Penn Mott, Jr.
Director
Nationa]—P«T4t--£ervice 
P.O.CSox 57473~^
Washington, D.C. 20037

Dear Bill:

Thank you very much for your visit to the Port of Oakland 
today to discuss the Potomac project.

We appreciate the time you gave us and your positive reaction 
to our proposal that we set up a National Information Center 
centered on the yacht Potomac, and the Roosevelt presidency.

We v^ll start arrangements immediately aimed aVnayiiig the" 
sJairtT In the Natlonal—'il^storic Registry, and ]v will be
Washington next monthj^' meet with you and to take the next 
—i%eps nn the federal-~l^v^.

I think this is a tremendously exciting project both from 
a local and regional perspective.

With best wishes for the holiday season.

Sincerely,

Walter A. Abejrnathy 

cc: James Roosevelt

66 Jack London Square • P.O. Box 2064 • Oakland, California 94604 • Phone (415) 444-3188^
Cable Address PORTOFOAK, Oakland • Telex 336-334 ^



***** Record 6480 in Correb^ondence ***** 
1

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
CORRESPONDENCE CONTROL (Rra-3117)

Today's Date; 12/30/86 Log #0202 
DOCUMENT ID #: <86-001A-0202 >

FWP/ES #: 
DATE OF LETTER: <12/24/86> DATE LETTER RECEIVED; 12/30/86 

NAME; <A3ERNATHY, WALTER A.> ORGANIZATION; PORT OF OAKLAND

SUBJECT: LTR. OF APPRECIATION FOR MEETING TO DISCUSS THE POTOMAC RESTORATION PRO 
JECT, AND POSSIBILITY OF ESTABLISHING AN INTERPRETIVE CENTER FOR PRESIDENT ROOSE 
VELT IN JACK LONDON SQUARE. WILL BE IN D.C. ON 1/13/87 AND WOULD LIKE TO MEET.

<1> For Director's Signature 
<2> For Your Reply, Copy to 001 
<3> For Review/Comment 
<4> See Me

/ / /___/

ASSIGNED TO: <400 > DUE DATE; <**/**/**>

ACTION; For Review/Comment

Routing Sequence;
Organization No. ; OOJ^Y^O/86

Routing Continued;

For Changes in: 1. Due Dates,
2. Assign To or
3. Signature Levels

Call Correspondence Control: (202) or (FTS) 343-1102

NOTICE; Do NOT Remove This Control Slip From The Correspondence!!!
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December 24, 1986

Mr. William Penn Mott Jr.
Director
National Park Service 
Interior Building 
Washington, D.C.
20240

Dear Bill

I appreciate your meeting with me to discuss the Potomac 
restoration project and the possibilities of developing an 
interpretive center for President Roosvelt here in Jack London 
Square.

I believe the idea has great potential and could provide a 
rich historical resource in the urban center of Oakland of the 
Roosvelt presidency and a critical period in our nation's 
history.

James Roosvelt and I will be in Washington on January 13 and 
would like to meet with you if possible to discuss the project in 
more detail and the possibility of arranging an affiliation 
relationship with the Park Service. I will call your secretary to 
arrange an appointment.

Best wishes for happy holidays and a successful new year.

Sincerely,

'.QX

Walter A. Abernathy 
Executive Director

cc James Roosvelt

66 Jack London Square • P.O. Box 2064 • Oakland, California 94604 • Phone (415) 444-3188
Cable Address PORTOFOAK, Oakland • Telex 336-334

T -7-pS ■



National Park Service 
Office of the Director 
Correspondence Control {Rm-3117}

Date of letter; 1/29/87 

Name; DELLUMS, RONALD V.

Today's date 2/17/87 
Document ID # 87-0400- 23
FWP/ES#;

Date letter received; 2/10/87

Organization; HOUSE
Subject ;
COPY OF LETTER TO JOHN P. MURTHA RE; AUTHORIZATION & APPROPRIATION 
OF FUNDS FOR A FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT INTERPRETIVE CENTER AT JACK LONDON 
SQUARE, OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA.

Assigned to; 0400 Due date;
Action; FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Routing sequence 
Organization Date

0400
001
0500

2/12/87
2/17/87

♦OUTGOING*
Originator;
Addressed to;
Through;
Keyword; PLANNING & DEVELOPME

Forwarded to; 
Returned for;

Organization;HOUSE

Surname; 
Title;

Signor; 
Title;

Date signed;

Date signed;
Call Correspondence Control; (202) or (FTS) 343-1102 

for changes in 1. Due dates
2. Action
3. Routing
4. Signature
5. Organization Assigned To 

** Attach this control slip to 001 Mott copy **



HOUSE OF representatives 
WASHINGTON, D C 20515

Ronald V. Ucllums
LiOmiip L'l'.imiLT 

C.Al II OriNIA

January 29, 1987

Honorable John P, Murtha
2423 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear John:

I am writing to let you know that I am very 
supportive of the authorization and appropriation 
of funds for a Franklin Delano Roosevelt Interpret 
tive Centej^ to be located at Jack London Square, 
in Oakland, California, 1 understand that it 
would be located near the bearth for the Potomac, 
President Roosevelt's presidential yacht.

Your assistance will be very much appreciated.

Warmest regards.

\

Ronald V, Dellums

bcc: Dick Sinnott

\
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rational Park Service 

Office of the'Director 
Correspondence Control {Rro-3117}

Date of letter: 2/03/87

Name: ABERNATHY, WALTER A.

Today's date 2/17/87 
Document ID # 87-0400- 
FWP/ES#;

Date letter received: 2/10/87

Organization: PORT OF OAKLAND
Subject :
LETTER ABOUT PROPOSAL FOR DEVELOPING AN INTERPRETIVE CENTER ON THE 
PRESIDENCY OF FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT WITH RESTORATION AND DISPLAY OF THE 
USS POTOMAC.

Assigned to: 0400 Due date:
Action: For review/comment

Routing sequence 
Organization Date

001
0400

2/12/87
2/17/87

*OUTGOING*
Originator:
Addressed to:
Through:
Keyword; PLANNING & DEVELOPME

Forwarded to; 
Returned for:

Surname:
Title:

Signor:
Title;

Organization;PORT OF OAKLAND

Date signed:

Date signed;
Call Correspondence Control; (202) or (FTS) 343-1102 

for changes in 1. Due dates
2. Action
3. Routing
4. Signature
5. Organization Assigned To 

** Attach this control slip to 001 Mott copy **
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February 3, 1987

Mr. William Penn Mott, Director 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
18th & C, N.W., #3104 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Bill;

Mssa/

Walter A. Abernathy

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Port of Oakland

P.O. BOX 2064 
66 JACK LONDON SQUARE

Oakland, California 94604
(415) 444-3188

It was good to meet with you in Washington last week. Thank 
you for your receptiveness to the proposal for developing an 
Interpretive Center on the Presidency of Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
along with the restoration and display of the USS Potomac.

I met with Congressman Murtha of Pennsylvania and told him about 
our plans and the need for a Park Service study to determine 
the project's feasibility. Congressman Murtha indicated his 
strong support for the project.

Congressman Murtha suggested that I meet with Congressman Ron 
Dellums to ask for his support and cooperation. I did that, 
and Congressman Dellums is supportive, and has taken the initiative 
in expressing that support in a letter to Congressman Murtha.

I am optimistic that the project will go through as we envisioned 
it, and I am confident that it will make an enormous contribution 
to Oakland, the Bay Area, and the entire region.

I will keep you informed of developments as time goes on, and 
again, I thank you for your help and support.

Sincerely,

LoCC
Walter A. Abfernathy 
Executive Di:rector

66 Jack London Square •P.O. Box 2064 • Oakland, California 94604 • Phone (415) 444-3188
Cable Address PORTOFOAK. Oakland • Telex 336-334
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Mr. Walter A. Abernathy
Executive Director
Port of Oakland
Board of Port Commissioners
66 Jack London Square
P.O. Box 2064
Oakland, California 94604

Dear Mr .Abernathy;
National Park Service Director Bill Mott has asked me to reply to your letter 
of February 3 reporting on your meeting with Congressman John Murtha of 
Pennsylvania and of his support for the proposal for development of an Inter
pretive Center foscusing on the Presidency of Franklin D. Roosevelt and the 
restoration and display of USS Potomac. We have also received a copy a letter 
from Representative Ronald V. Dellums, your congressman, expressing support for 
this exciting xmdertaking.
The National Park Service has made arrangements to ^andertake a study of the 
three presidential yachts—Potomac, Sequoia, and Williamsburg—to evaluate 
their national significance for presentation to the National Park System Advisory 
Board at its meetng in the autumn of 1987. The National Register staff have 
completed their review of the National Register documentation and USS Potomac 
was entered in the National Register of Historic Places on February 19.

As plans for USS Potomac and the Interpretive Center move ahead, we will keep each 
other informed of developments.
Sincerely,

s/£dwin C. Bsarss

Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian

cc: Regional Director, Western Region
Jim Delgado, Golden Gate NRA 
Mike Lambe 
001 Mott 
001 RF 
400 Rogers 
400 RF
413 Ms. Shull

D. ROOSEVELT [NHL PENDING] 
418 USS POTOMAC [NHL PENDING]

ECBearss :wa:2/24/87 
No. 11, item 19
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA - THE RESOURCES AGENCY GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN, Governor

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
POST OFFICE BOX 942896 
SACRAMENTO. CALIFORNIA 94296-0001 
(916) 445-8006

December 31, 1986

Jerry Rogers, Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
P.O. Box 37127
Washington DC 20013-7127

Dear Mr, Rogers;

We are submitting the U.S.S. Potomac for nomination to the National 
Register of Historic Places. The vessel is located in Oakland, Al
ameda County, California.

Sincerely,

Kathryn Guaflltieri
State Historic Preservation Officer
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Copies Provided:
United States Department of the Interior

Chuck Baerlin

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

JAN 9 1987

Howard Levitt 
Marti Leicester 
Glennie Wall

Note to: Brian O'Neill - Superintendent - Golden Gate National
Recreation Area

Dear Brian:

I met with the director of the Port of Oakland, Walter Abernathy, 
on Thursday, December 18, 1986, to discuss how the ship "Potomac" 
might be used to develop a major interpretive center telling the 
story of Franklin D. Roosevelt.

The Port purchased the yacht and is restoring it. They are 
willing to provide land for an interpretive center. They have 
developed an excellent brochure to raise four million dollars to 
do the restoration. James Roosevelt is Chairman of the fund
raising committee.

I recommended three steps that they should take:

(1) Contact you regarding restoration work and ideas regarding 
interpretation.

c..(2) Contact the State Historic Preservation Officer and get t^ 

ship on the National Register of Historic Places.

(3) See if a California Senator and a Congressman would be
willing to introduce legislation authorizing the National ^ 
Park Service to make a study to determine the feasibility ^ the National Park Service, in cooperation with the Port an^ 
City of Oakland, to develop as an affiliate area or ^
national historic site, the ship and surrounding land 
including an interpretive center. According to Abernathy, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt made one of his major speeches in 
Oakland and this might be the thread to tie the whole 
interpretive story together. The "Potomac" was, as you 
know, the meeting place for many of the decisions 
Franklin D. Roosevelt made.

I thought I had an extra copy of the fund-raising brochure but I 
guess I left it at the Port office. You might wish to get one by 
writing to Walter Abernathy, Port of Oakland, 77 Jack London 
Square, Oakland, California 91607, his telephone number is 
415-839-7533.

William Tenn Mott, Jr.
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United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

P.O. BOX 37127
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20013-7127

JAN 27 667

Memorandum

To:

Through: 

From: 

Subj ect: 

Simmary

Dir^
Associ)ite Director, Cultural Resourc 

Chief Historian

National Historic Landmark Study of Presidential Yachts

This memorandum is written to prepare you for your meeting next week with James 
Roosevelt and Walter Abernathy relative to the proposal to develop the Presidential 
yacht Potomac as an affiliated area or National Historic Site.

Reconmendat ion

With your concurrence, I propose that the History Division conduct National 
Historic Landmark studies of Potomac, along with the Presidential yachts Williamsburg 
and Seqxioia, the latter two of which are moored here in Washington.

Capable staff is available to prepare these studies and present them to the 
National Park System Advisory Board at its Fall 1987 meeting.

No additional funding would be required beyond a supplanent of $1,000 to 
the History Division travel account.

Background

—The History Division has conducted an exhaustive Presidential sites survey 
under P.L. 96-199; the three subject craft were included, along with U.S. Car 
No. 1, the Pullman used by Presidents Hoover through Eisenhower, in the 
resulting report to Congress. (See Attachment A.)

—U.S. Car No. 1 has been designated a National Historic Landmark; thus the 
precedent exists for this type of designation.

—Staff recommended study of the yachts for designation when the survey was 
completed in 1982.

—Potomac was studied for possible designation (in 1967), but was not approved.
(See Attachment B.) There is, however, ample precedent to re-present a 
property for Landmark designation on the basis of additional information.



— Potomac has not been listed in the National Register, although she has been 
nominated. The nomination requires revision before presentation to the 
Advisory Board for possible Landmark designation. (See Attachment C.)

-- Williamsburg and Sequoia have claims similar in relation to the Presidents 
as does Potomac; both are being preserved in Washington, Sequoia by the 
Presidential Yacht Trust, Inc., and Williamsburg by a local business partner
ship. An equitable study would address all three for political as well as 
historical reasons. In other words, we will avoid offense to owners, as 
well as history, by studying all three.

— The historical integrity of the three vessels, given their histories after 
their Presidential use, needs to be verified.

— Study of the vessels would be a timely contribution in the Service's 
response to the Maritime Preservation legislation. Hiis is because 
these vessels have claims to significance in the military history 
of World War II, as well for their associations with the Presidents.
A thorough investigation of the matter is warranted.

Attachments
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Note to; Brian O'Neill - Superintendent - Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area

Dear Brian:

I met with the director of the Port of Oakland, V?alter Abernathy, 
on Thursday, December 18, 1986, to discuss how the ship "Potomac" 
might be used to develop a major interpretive center telling the 
story of Franklin D. Roosevelt.

The Port purchased the yacht and is restoring it. They are 
willing to provide land for an interpretive center. They have 
developed an excellent brochure to raise four million dollars to 
do the restoration. James Roosevelt is Chairman of the fund
raising committee.

I recommended three steps that they should take;

(1) Contact you regarding restoration work and ideas regarding 
interpretation.

(2) Contact the State Historic Preservation Officer and get the 
ship on the National Register of Historic Places.

(3) See if a California Senator and a Congressman would be 
willing to introduce legislation authorizing the National 
Park Service to make a study to determine the feasibility of 
the National Park Service, in cooperation with the Port and 
City of Oakland, to develop as an affiliate area or 
national historic site, the ship and surrounding land 
including an interpretive center. According to Abernathy, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt made one of his major speeches in 
Oakland and this might be the thread to tie the whole 
interpretive story together. The "Potomac" was, as you 
know, the meeting place for many of the decisions 
Franklin D. Roosevelt made.

I thought I had an extra copy of the fund-raising brochure but I 
guess I left it at the Port office. You might wish to get one by 
writing to Walter Abernathy, Port of Oakland, 77 Jack London 
Square, Oakland, California 91607, his telephone number is 
415-839-7533.

/a/ Btft -

William Penn Mott, Jr.



United States Department of the Interior

IN REPLY REFER TO:

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
P.O.BOX 37127

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20013-7127

To:

From:

August 10. 1987

Acting Maritime Historian Delgado 

Chief Historian Bearss

Subject: Presidential Yachts NHL Thene Study

Excellent job! Please pass on our ccmtiendation to Historian Foster 
for his part in this task.

Most of Senior Historian levy's and my ccmraents are contained in the 
proofing marks and editorial conments inserted into the text and margins 
of the study which we return herewith . (Vfe have retained a copy of the 
marked-up version.)

Ben and I agree with the conclusion of the study that Sequoia is the 
only one of the three studied ready for consideration as an NHL. It 
is our cpinion that it merits designation and this will be our position 
before the ^ hoc ccmnittee and to Associate Director Rogers, who you 
know makes the ultimate position of the Service. It is our opinion 
that Williaii^burq does not qualify for consideration, at this tine, 
because of its condition and that Potcmac can not be considered until 
its restoration is complete.

Vfe believe that the entire theme study should go forward to the Advi
sory Board, that parties of notice related to all three vessels receive 
first notice, but that only Sequoia be officially presented and endorsed 
by the NPS to tte Board. A modified second notice will be sent to parties 
related to Williamsburq and Potcmac informing them that these vessels 
will not be considered at this time but will go to the board as part 
of the theme study.

One matter of substance should be addressed in the final draft: The
whereabouts and condition of the Presidential yachts cited in the intro
ductory essay, 'pie Board might justifiably ask whether the context 
is adequate in light of the identification of so many vessels associated 
with past Presidents. Vfe believe that it may prove important to demon
strate that these additional vessels are not in contention for desig
nation.

Enclosure

cc: 001
400 
418 - 

I 418 -

418 - Levy 418 - Feller 
418 -Bearss
Presidential Yachts theme study (NHL Pending) 
Presidential Yacht Potcmac (NHL Pending)
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ftonorable Licxiel J. Wilsoii 
Mayor of the City of Oakland 
City Hall, 1 City Hall Plaza 
Oakland, California 94612

.■■■'#■'• - '5I'.- ^•'^•^-v y^' :■ .•■>:

.. ..
/ ..
k - .y:'y.y- ^ --y '

■ ■'

Dear Mayor Wilson: :,; ?i:^' '•■‘•-i- 
>' -

l“fe wish to inform you that the National Park Service is studying the property 
identified on the enclosed sheet to determine its potential for designation as 
a National Historic Landmark. The National Historic Landmarks Program recog
nizes sites of naticffial significance in the Nation's history, architecture, 
archeology, and culture. Each Landmark receives a certificate of designation; 
owners may also ai^ly for a brcxize plfKjue.

y5.jyk-y-y'^

National Historic Landmark designatlcai follows three steps: study, which
requires a visit to the prc^rty and preparation of a nomination; review of 
the nomination by the National Park System Advisory Board; and a decisiai by 
the Secretary of the Interior on the Board's reconinendations.

-"S' y-ff

■ fe-

’li^n we complete our study of the property, ycHi will receive a copy of it.
At that titna you will have 60 days to submit your views in writing if you so 
desire. After the 60-day period, we will submit the nomination and your 
Garments to the Advisory Board and inform tJie Secretary of the Board's 
reconrendations.

,J..:3y,y^-
fi

To assist you in consictering this matter, we have enclosed a copy of the 
regulations that govern the National Historic Landmarks Program. They 
describe the effects of designation (Sec. 65.2) and specify how you may 
comment on a preposed designation (Sec. 65.5(d)(4-5)). Wfe also call your 
attention to the supplemental information that appears on the enclosed 
sheet.

; -v- -X..'•’.S'
'/ J n-

,'r

Sincerely,
■ ...... .'■'-..'M
■,c>v

...

■. X
Edwin C. Baarss 
C3iief Historian
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PROPERTY TO BE STUDIED FOR NATIOIAL HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION

U.S.S. Potcinac (Presidential Yacht Potonac), Oakland, California

/ / As the private owner of the property identified above you may concur in or 
object to designation. Your canments may govern whether or not the property 
will be designated. You can find guidance for your canments in Section 
65.5(d)(4-5) of the enclosed regulations.

0^1In cciTinenting on the possible designation of the property identified above 
you can find guidance in Section 65.5(d)(4) of the enclosed regulations.

While you may cement at this time, you may wish to wait until the study is 
ccnpleted and transmitted to you. You are, of course, welcone to consult us 
at any time. If you wish to respond at this time, please address your can
ments to Mr. Edwin C. Bearss, Chief Historian, National Park Service, History 
Division (418), P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127.

If you have general questions regarding the National Historic Landmarks Program 
you may contact Ben Levy at the History Division address given above, (202) 
343-8164 or FTS; 343-8164. Historian James P. Delgado will prepare the study 
of the property. If you have questions concerning the study, you may contact 
him at the Golden Gate National Recreation Area, Building 201, Fort Mason, San 
Francisco, California 94123, (415)556-9827.
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AUG 2 7 1987.
Hc»iorable Alan Cranston 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510

■!■ ■

.■',■4,

Dear Senator Cranston:

Vfe wish to inform you that the Naticaial Park Service is studying the property 
identified on the enclosed sheet to determine its potential for designation as 
a NaticMial Historic Landmark. The National Historic Landmarlts Program recog
nizes sites of national significance in the Nation's history, architecture, 
archeology, and culture. Each Landmaidt receives a certificate of <fesignatiom 
owners may also apply for a bronze plaque.
Naticwwl Historic Landmark designation follows three steps: study, v^ich
requires a visit to the property and preparatioi of a nomination; review of 
the nomination by the National Park System Advisory Board; and a decision by 
the Secretary of the Interior on the Board's reconmendations.

VJhen we conplete our study of the property, you will reoeiw a copy of it.
At that time you will have 60 days to submit your views in writing if you so 
desire. After the 60-day period, ws will submit the nomination and your 
ccniaents to the Advisory Board and inform the Secretary of the Board's 
recoHinendat ions.
To assist you in considering this matter, we have enclosed a copy of the 
regulations that govern the National Historic Landmarks Program. They 
describe the effects of designation (Sec. 65.2) and specify how you may 
ccfTfTsnt on a proposed designation (Sec. 65.5(d)(4-5)). Vte also call your 
attenticM^ to the supplemental informatim that affiears on the enclosed sheet.

Sincerely,

fSgd/Jevrv T,. Pn/oifirs

^ '»cSia4:uy:'-::
yor William Penn Mott, Jr. 

DirectcMT
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'’n.
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PROPERTY TO BE STUDIED FOR NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK EESIOqATION

U.S.S. Potonac (Presidential Yacht Potonac), Oakland, California

/ / As the private owner of the property identified above you may concur in or 
object to designation. Your ccttments may govern vrfiether or not the property 
will be designated. You can find ^idanoe for your canments in Section 
65.5(d)(4-5) of the enclosed regulations.

In cormenting on the possible designation of the property identified above 
you can find guidance in Section 65.5(d)(4) of the enclosed regulations.

While you may catinent at this time, you may wish to wait until the study is 
carpleted and transmitted to you. You are, of course, welccme to consult us 
at any time. If you wish to respond at this time, please address your com
ments to Mr. Edwin C. Bearss, Chief Historian, National Park Service, History 
Division (418), P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127.

If you have general questions regarding the National Historic Landmarks Program 
you may contact Ben Levy at the History Division address given above, (202) 
343-8164 or FTS; 343-8164. Historian Janes P. Delgado will prepare the study 
of the property. If you have questions concerning the study, you may contact 
him at the Golden Gate National Recreation Area, Building 201, Fort Mason, San 
Francisco, California 94123, (415)556-9827.
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Htonorable Alan Cranston 
United States Senate 

, Washir^ton, DC 20510

:X?:..- ■. .,..^;y jJ-"
; ,:x:^xp %i 
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Dear Senator Cranston:

Vfe recently informed you that the National Park Service voould study USS Potomac 
to evaluate its potential for designation as a National Historic Landmark. Nh 
have completsd our preliminary study of that Presidential yacht, a copy of 
vrf^jich is enclosed. 11^ study preposes that the vessel not be recommended for 
National Historic Lar»inark designation at this time, and that this matter be 
considered further pending future developments in restoration ami rehabilitatic»i 
of the ship. Because we do not firKl that the ship in its present condition 
would readily be found to meet Naticwial Historic I.andh«rks Program criteria of 
integrity, ws believe that this deferral ultimately will afford the best and 
most balanced consideration of the vessel relative to tl^ Lanckaarks Prograsn 
criteria.

X:’?'.A-

yAip, ‘ i
.;..-.-X ‘-y 

• .yi-

M:;■XX:t
It is our intenticai to present the entire text of the enclosed "United States 
Presidential Yachts National Historic Landmark Theme Study" to the National 
Park System Advisory Board at t!ie Eioard's next meeting. HP will reccrimend to 
the Board, In accord with that theme study, that both USS Potomac and IBS 
Williarostxjrg not be ccxisidered as formal National Historic Landmark nominations 
at this time.

*«1

The next National Park System Advisory Board session on National Historic 
Landmarks will be held cxi Thursday, Noven4»r 12, beginning at 8t00 AM, at 
the Furnace Creek Inn at Death Valley National Monument.

■m

;.;x;. P' - .
•'y ■

To assist you in ccxisiderlng this matter, we enclose a copy of the National; 
Historic Landmarks Prograa regulations. Please contact me at the above ' 
address or at (202 ) 343-8163, should you have comments or questions abcxit < 
the enclosed theme study.

Sincerely
"A ■ - /Sgd/Jerry L. logers
yx :■ 5*^

■y,Xy William Penn Mott, Jr.
A-::' . X'. Director
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[A] USS Potonac

Honorable Alan Cranston "Senator Cranston" 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510

[A] USS Potonac

Honorable Pete Wilson "Senator Wilson" 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510

[A] USS Potonac

Honorable John P. Murtha "Mr. Murtha"
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515

[A] USS Potonac

Honorable Fortney H. Stark "Mr. Stark" 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515

[A] USS Potonac

Honorable Ronald V. Dellums "Mr. Dellums" 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515
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Honorable Lionel J. Wilson 
Mayor of the City of Oakland 
City Hall, 1 City Hall Plaza 
Oakland, California 94612

''vS.--. ■■ ..s.-

-L

■; ^

Dear Mayor Wilson*

‘'■■" V ' :■ ^ -^iT*

^ -r-^A'■ ^

Vfe recently infoimied you that the National Park Service would study USS Pqtcriac 
to evaluate its potential for desiqnaticn as a National Historic Landmark. 
have conpleted our preliminary study of that Presidential yacht, a copy of 
which is enclosed. *1116 study proposes that the vessel not be recormended for 
National Historic Landmark designation at this time, and that this matter be 
considered further pendina future develoanents in restoration and rehabilitation 
of the ship. Because we do not find that the ship in its present condition 
wcxild readily be found to meet National Historic Landmarks Program criteria of 
integrity, we believe that this deferral ultimately will afford the best and 
mc»t balanced consideraticn of the vessel relative to the Landmarks Program 
criteria.

<

^V
ir-<

■■iX.

'W:‘:

It is our intention to present the entire text of the enclosed "United States 
Presictential Yachts Natitsial Historic Landmark Theme Study" to the National 
Park System Advisory Board at the Board's next meeting. Vfe will recormend to 
the Board, in accord with that theme study, that both USS Potomac and USS 
Williamsburg not be considered as formal National Historic Lahdmaric nominations 
at this time.

■’X.

The next National Park System Advisory Board session on National Historic 
Landmarks will be held on Thursday, November 12, beginning at 8:00 AM, at 
the Furnace Creek Inn at Death Valley National Monument.

■tX'

■f'

ft,?" ■ . ■/

V X-

| x.f ,;■

To assist you in considerirw this matter, ve enclose a copy of tl® National 
Historic Landmarks Program regulations. Please contact me at the above 
address or at (202) 343-8163, should you have ccnments or questions about 
the enclosed theme study.

■ft-

■-X ■^■■ 

-?r"" -V.fti'

■■

sincerely

ta C. Beaf^ss

■y;

-sft,:'
- y -j? ft

Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian
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[A] USS Potcmac

Honorable Lionel J. Wilson "Mayor Wilson" 
Mayor of the City of Oakland 
City Hall, 1 City Hall Plaza 
Oakland, California 94612

[A] USS Potonac

Mr. Walter A. Abernathy "Mr. Abernathy"
Executive Director
Port of Oakland
P.O. Box 2064
66 Jack London Square
Oakland, California 94604

[A] USS Potomac

Mrs. Kathryn Gualtieri "Mrs. Gualtieri" 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Office of Historic Preservation 
Department of Parks and Recreation 
P.O. Box 942896
Sacramento, California 94296-0001
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
P.O. BOX 37127

WASHINGTON, D.C 20013-7127

H30(418)

Ntemorandum 

To; Ditf^or

Through: Associate Director, Cultural Resource,

Fran: Chief Historian

Subject: Presidential Yacht Potcmac

'V/>

curreiUx-atatus of ronacv^I will, ofAttached, at your request, is a brief description of the 
the proposed National Historic Landmark ncmination of Potonac^ 
course, be pleased to discuss this matter further with you, should you have 
any conments or questions about the attachnent.

Let me take this OK»rtunity to inform you about an advisory panel v^ich met 
on October 6, to review National Historic Landmark nominations in preparation 
for the upcoming National Park System Advisory Board meeting. As you may 
know, in response to comments from Board members, we have in recent years 
submitted Landmark nominations to an informal panel of subject-matter and 
preservation experts, whose findings we use to advise the Board.

The panel members voted in favor of the proposal to designate Secpjoia a 
National Historic Landmark. They had serious questions about the integrity 
of Potomac and Williamsburg, though, even if the vessels were restored. As 
a result, they urged us not to give parties interested in either vessel any 
assurances that the ships will ultimately be found to meet Landmarks Program 
criteria for physical integrity, even if planned restoration is carefully 
carried out. I concur with the panel's advice on that point, though I am 
more optimistic than they about the degree of restoration possible in the 
case of these vessels. I believe, as stated in the attached briefing memo, 
that consideration of Potonac and Williamsburg, to determine v^ther they 
meet Landmark criteria, should begin after restoration efforts are complete.

Attachment



Briefir^ on Presidential Yacht Potonac

Issue: USS Potonac and its Potential for National Historic Landmark Status

Current Status of Potonac Study:

Maritime historian James P. Delgado and his assistant have prepared studies 
of three Presidential yachts: USS Potonac, USS Williamsburg, and USS Sequoia.
This evaluation resulted in a finding that, given the current condition of 
each vessel, at the present time only Sequoia shoiold be presented to the 
National Park System Advisory Board as a formal National Historic Landmark 
nonination. Sequoia has been carefully rehabilitated and restored; Potonac 
and Williamsburg await restoration.

We expect that after the planned restoration of Potonac, we can develop a 
landmark nonination of the ship that will permit fair and complete evalua
tion of the vessel against Landmarks Pregram criteria. As you know, those 
criteria reqviire not only significant historical associations, but also 
physical int^rity that testifies to historic qualities and appearance. 
Potonac's current state of preservation, described below, clouds the case 
for her physical int^rity. However, much of her original fabric renains, 
including sone that has been ranoved and placed in storage. Her history of 
Presidential associations is impressive, and the History Division staff is 
optimistic that if the proposed restoration meets the Standards for Historic 
Vessel Preservation Projects now being developed by the NPS, she will be a 
very good candidate for Landmark designation.

Mr. Delgado has been in contact with Brig. Gen. James Roosevelt (U.S.M.C., 
Ret.) about this matter. We understand that Gen. Roosevelt is caimitted 
to restoration of Potomac according to preservation standards, an effort 
estimated to take two years. To date, he supports our position that 
Landmark designation, if conferred, should not precede restoration.

Present Condition of Potonac:

Potcmac passed through a number of hands and a period of n^lect after she 
was decarmissioned following President Roosevelt's death. At one point, a 
broken pilirg pierced her rusted hull, and she sank. She was subsequently 
raised and sold at auction to the Port of Oakland, her present owners. In 
1982, all interior fittings, including joinery, electrical and plumbing 
fixtures, machinery, furniture, windows, and portholes were renoved and put 
in storage. She was then lifted frexn the water and placed on blocks. Deteri
orated sections have been cut away, and hull plating removed from seme areas. 
Thus, at first glance, the vessel resembles an anpty hxilk. However, ^ile 
the lower portions of the hull are in poor condition, the hull above the 
waterline is in good to excellent condition. Bulwarks, railings, and decks 
are generally in good condition. Original teak decking aft is preserved 
but has deteriorated. The interior arraigonent of the hull is preserved, 
as are the arrangements and partitions in the superstructure.

Recemmendation:

At the National Park System Advisory Board meeting on Novanber 12, we plan 
to present the Potcmac study, and to ask the Board's advice on our plan to 
defer further consideration of Potcmac until her projected restoration is 
complete. We recemmend this deferral because it will ultimately provide 
for full and fair consideration of the vessel.
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July 21, 1988

Mr. James P. Delgado 
Chief Maritime Historian 
Maritime Preservation Program 
National Park Service (418)
Box 37127
Washington, DC 20012-17127 

Dear Mr. Delgado:

I am writing to you in connection with the restoration 
of the USS Potomac. We have corresponded before, and 
I am aware that you are concerned with the restoration 
project, and knowledgeable about it.

The ship is going to the Colberg Shipyard in Stockton, 
California on July 26 for the first phase of the restora
tion. It will be a 10-month project, and will restore 
the structural integrity of the vessel, including the 
placement of the engines, propeller shafts, and the 
painting of the hull and mounting of the superstructure.

It will then be returned to Oakland, where the engines 
will be connected, and the furnishings installed over 
the course of about one year, and it will then be opera
tional.

We are curious about the experiences of the Sequoia, 
another presidential yacht that was restored and made 
operational. Any information you can give us about 
the operational aspects of the Sequoia would be deeply 
appreciated.

66 Jack London Square • P.O. Box 2064 • Oakland, California 94604 • Phone (415) 444-3188
Cable Address PORTOFOAK, Oakland • Telex 336-334

MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PORT AUTHORITIES INC THE AIRPORT OPERATORS COUNCIL INTERNATIONAL ,NC
ana THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PORTS AND HARBORS



James Delgado 
July 21, 1988 
Page 2

Can you tell us whether the Sequoia was used for char
ters, for scheduled excursions, or for special events. 
How large a crew did it have, and was its operation 
profitable.

Thanking you in advance for your courtesy and your help. 

Sincerely,

- r,li ft
Mdl Wax 
Director of Public 
Affairs

MW; cl
cc: W. Abernathy 

D. Holdgate 
J. McCloud
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20013-7127
IN REPLY REFER TO:

AU6 I 2 1988

K14(418)

Mr. Mel Wax, Director of 
Public Affairs 

Port of Oakland
66 Jack London Square, P.O. Box 2064 
Oakland, California 94604

Dear Mr. Wax:

Thank you for your letter of July 21 concerning the presidential 
yacht Sequoia. As far as I know she has done quite well with 
charters and private excursions, with the result, I believe, of 
considerably offsetting the costs of operation and restoration. 
The crew size is small; I recall three, including the master.
The vessel made an extensive tour up the Mississippi River to 
great acclaim and success. This all comes to an end for her in 
November, however, when Sequoia re-enters presidential service.

For more detailed information on Sequoia's operation, costs, and 
charters, you should contact Jackie Campbell at the Presidential 
Yacht Trust, 1320 19th Street, N.W., Suite 400, Washington, D.C. 
20036. I'm very pleased with Potomac's progress and do not see 
why she will not be the success Sequoia is. I am looking 
forward to continued association with Potomac as your work 
progresses. Please pass on my regards to Wally.

Sincerely,

James P. Delgado 
Maritime Historian
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Port of Oakland 
Oakland. California 9a607

Decatiber 7, 1988

William P. Mott, Jr., Director 
National Park Service 
U.S. Departmait of Interior 
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Dear Bill;

The structural phase of the USS Potatiac is slightly ahead of 
schedule at Colberg's Shipyard in Stockton and we expect the vessel back 
in Oakland next April. At that time we will start the remaining 
electrical and mechanical work and we estimate that in the last quarter 
of 1989 she should be ready for the furnishings and final outfitting.

Needless to say, we appreciate the help and support we have received 
from he National Park Services thus far, especially the work of Jim 
Delgado on the Potatiac in-depth study.

At this point we need an Historical Furnishings Study, of the type 
that Peter Steele does, that will enable us to accurately refurnish the 
vessel.

It would be appreciated if the National Park Service would undertake 
this study for us.

Sincerely,

Walter A. Abe:

cc; James Delgado
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I read Walter Abernathy's recent letter with much interest. It is gratifying 
to see the restoration work proceeding ahead of schedule on the vessel. A 
portion of the $50,000 that is to be transferred to the Service by the Port of 
Oakland for Potomac could be allocated to a Historic Furnishings Report. 
Harpers Ferry Center's Historic Furnishings Division either could prepare the 
study or oversee its contracting. VJe spoke to Dave Wright; he provided an 
estimate of $20,000 to $22,500 if the study was done in-house, or $25,000 to 
$30,000 if the study was done under contract. It would take 4 to 6 montlis to 
complete the study. Harpers Ferry staff are fully committed to FY89 projects 
and cordd not undertake a USS Potomac Historic Furnishings Report until FY90.

Maritime Historian Delgado and Charlestown Navy Yard Curator Peter Steele are 
available to review any study but would not be in a position to prepare it.
Since Jim Delgado has prepared the NHl, study, he will make his knowledge of the 
vessel available and has already forwarded a complete set of the ship's plans .*■
to Harpers Ferry. J

I
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cc: 001 RF
190 CL 
400 RF

. 408 Hitchcock 
’ 418 Bearss 

418 Delgado
14_18 USS Potomac (NHL Pending) 

500 Castleberry 
700 Raithel 
1100 Wright
1100 Sara Olsen ^
1100 Bill Brown 
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United States Department of the interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

P.O. BOX 37127
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20013-7127

IN REPLY REFER TO:

H3015(418)

Memorandum
AUG 3 I IPGP

To: Chief Historian
From: Maritime Historian-’^’^^^ DELGADO

Subject: Trip Report, San Francisco; Honolulu; Ventura and Santa 
Monica, California; Portland, Maine; and New York

During the past eight weeks I have been almost continually on 
travel status. This report summarizes my activities and 
observations.

San Francisco, California

From June 11-16 and June 25-July 2, 1988, I was on travel status 
in San Francisco. During this time I met with Superintendent 
O'Neill and Administrative Officer Baerlin at Golden Gate 
National Recreation Area on various aspects of the National 
Maritime Museum, Maritime Unit Manager Wall not being able to 
attend. I also met with Maritime Museum Special Projects Manager 
Naab on the status of the large ships standards and guidelines 
document. I was able to see Balclutha at her new berth at Hyde 
Street Pier and was impressed by the visual impact of the Hyde 
Street Pier with her there. I was also able to inspect Wapama.
I was briefed on the TIMBOR treatment, which is apparently 
working quite well. The success of the TIMBOR treatment is 
perhaps best illustrated by the interest of other maritime 
preservationists in the product; Maritime Unit Manager Wall and 
her staff should be commended for their vision and initiative. 
Other activities at Golden Gate National Recreation Area included 
two days of research in the library, archives, and photograph 
collection on vessels being studied as potential National 
Historic Landmarks.

I met with Executive Director Walter Abernathy and his staff at 
the Port of Oakland on the Presidential yacht Potomac. The 
progress of work on the Port's facilities is outstanding. A 
contract for first phase restoration of Potomac has been let and 
the vessel was moved by barge to Stockton, California, where she



Trip Report 
Page Two

is to be worked on. I took the opportunity to visit the port's 
fireboat, the former USS Hoga. Hoaa is the only surviving Navy 
tug/fireboat that was present at Pearl Harbor on December 7,
1941. The vessel was an active participant in the rescue and 
damage control efforts at Pearl Harbor; in particular she helped 
beach USS Nevada and put out the battleship's fires. Hoaa is in 
excellent condition with a remarkably high level of integrity and 
should be included in the fireboat group of potential NHLS being 
studied as part of the Maritime Heritage of the United States— 
Large Vessels NHL Study.

While in California I also met with Michael Warren, City Manager 
for the City of Benicia on maritime preservation issues in that 
historic port, including plans to develop a historical park at 
the site of the Matthew Turner Shipyard. I was on annual leave 
for three days and participated in an archeological excavation in 
downtown San Francisco that resulted in the discovery and 
excavation of a yard employed in the dismantling of abandoned 
ships left during the Gold Rush.

Honolulu, Hawaii

Between June 17-25, 1988, I was in Honolulu to participate in 
Project Seamark exercises at Pearl Harbor. This work, in 
cooperation with the US Navy, the USS Arizona Memorial, and the 
Submerged Cultural Resources Unit, was an intensive survey of 
Pearl Harbor’s lochs. Battleship Row, and the Pearl Harbor 
Defensive Zone for cultural resources associated with the 
December 7, 1941, attack. This survey was a three week effort; 
my participation occurred in the second week of work. As usual. 
Project Seamark was a success; the efforts of SCRU Chief Lenihan, 
Archeologist Murphy, and Superintendent Dickenson and his staff 
should be commended. Some cultural resources were encountered, 
including a 5-inch gun. Most notable was the apparent remains of 
a Japanese midget submarine sunk by USS Ward in 850 feet of water 
on the morning of December 7.

While in Hawaii I was able to make NHL site visits to the four- 
masted ship Falls of Clyde and the submerged hulks of USS Arizona 
and USS Utah. The second and third underwater site visits in the 
history of the NHL program were thus achieved. Considerable 
research was accomplished and I was grateful for assistance and 
advice from Acting Park Historian Martinez and Park Curator 
Hertig. I also toured the Hawaii Maritime Center and met with 
Executive Director Evaarts Fox and Board Chairman John Crouch,



Trip Report 
Page Three

who is also the CEO of Alexander and Baldwin, the corporation 
that owns Matson Lines. I was also able to visit the NHL WWII 
submarine Bowfin and tour the work in progress to complete the 
exhibits at the recently built Pacific Fleet Submarine Memorial 
Museum. This impressive facilty is located next to the USS 
Arizona Memorial Visitor Center.

Other Hawaii activities included participating in KGO-TV (ABC) 
filming of a 30-minute documentary on NPS/Navy work on USS 
Arizona and meetings with Pacific Area Director Harry on Arizona 
and Utah NHL studies and the proposed Battle of Midway survey.
Two items of particular note were discussed with Superintendent 
Dickenson. A Japanese midget submarine that participated in the 
December 7 attack was captured on December 8. That vessel 
subsequently toured the US to sell war bonds before ending up on 
display at Key West. The submarine is in the process of being 
transferred to the National Park Service for display at the 
Arizona Memorial. We should support this and study the 
submarine as a potential NHL. Additionally, we should also 
support the concept of transferring USS Hoqa to the Arizona 
Memorial. The Port of Oakland is interested in acquiring a more 
modern fireboat and Hoaa would then be available for transfer.
She is a unique and as-yet uninterpreted aspect of the events of 
December 7 and would make a fine acquisition and interpretive 
floating display.

Ventura and Santa Monica, California

After returning to Washington on July 5, I again entered on 
travel status from July 17-30, and August 2-6 as an expert 
witness in the US Government's prosecution of five individuals 
charged with violating NOAA regulations when they allegedly 
removed artifacts and disturbed two shipwrecks at Channel Islands 
National Park/Marine Sanctuary. My testimony was key in 
establishing NPS/NOAA active management and research with 
historic shipwrecks, agency policy, the nature of the historical 
and archeological significance of the wrecks, appropriate 
archeological methodology, and prior knowledge of regulations by 
the defendants. The proceedings involved a change of venue and 
lasted for more than three weeks, during which time I was 
required to be present; while on call in my hotel room I was able 
to conduct some business, including writing two chapters for a 
new book on managing historic shipwrecks for state managers and
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the preparation of a National Register nomination for the 
shipwreck site and remains of the four-masted bark Goldenhorn at 
Channel Islands National Park. During a weekend break I was 
able to visit the historic Los Angeles fireboat Ralph J. Scott. 
The vessel is one of the oldest in the US and should be studied 
as a NHL fireboat along with the other vessels in the maritime 
NHL study. I also made a trip to the wreck of Winfield Scott 
with SCRU archeologist Larry Murphy (who was flown in by NOAA to 
work with NOAA lawyer Buettler), Chief Ranger Fitzgerald, and 
Chief of Interpretation Cindy Nelson. Murphy and I were able to 
add newly exposed details to a 1983 map of the wreck and identify 
many components of the site to obtain a better understanding of 
this significant Gold Rush-era shipwreck.

A final verdict by the Administrative Judge will not be rendered 
until early next year. Meanwhile, the case prepared and 
presented by NOAA attorney Ted Buettler was superlative and Mr. 
Buettler deserves a commendation not only from his agency but 
ours as well. Mr. Buettler's professional skills and commitment 
amazed and impressed me. The conduct of park staff in this 
matter was also outstanding and reflected the best of the 
National Park Service. Chief Ranger Fitzgerald, Park 
Archeologist Don Morris, and Rangers Mark Senning and Yvonne 
Menard conducted the initial investigation, built an outstanding 
case, and ably represented the Service in their testimony. They 
deserve commendations and awards, particularly Senning and 
Menard, who were undercover agents subjected to some risk aboard 
the defendants' boat during a several-day trip.

Portland, Maine

After returning to Washington on August 6, I again entered on 
travel status on August 6-7, when as an invited guest of the Chi 
Psi Fraternity I made a presentation on the wreck of USS Somers 
at their 147th anniversary convocation in Portland, Maine. Chi 
Psi was founded by Philip Spencer, one of three men executed 
aboard Somers by Capt. A.S. McKenzie. Chi Psi, whose alumni 
include several members of Congress and Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady, have helped fund archeological documentation of 
the wreck and are extremely interested in NPS/State Department 
negotiations with Mexico on the wreck. My presentation was 
warmly received by the 250 members and alumni present.
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New York, New York

Returning to Washington on August 8, I again entered on travel 
status from August 22-23 when I accompanied you to New York to 
observe recovery operations on the ferry Ellis Island at Statue 
of Liberty National Monument. My observations coincide with 
those tendered in your trip report.

Conclusions

The new nature of the maritime program and the need for the 
program were once again reflected by this travel. The need for 
on-site technical support, advice, and simply showing the flag is 
essential and I appreciate your support and encouragement.
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Memorandum

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
P.O.BOX 37127

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20013-7127

To: Chief Historian

From: Maritime Historian

Subject: Trip Report, San Francisco, Monterey, and Los Anaeles, 
California

During the period between January 11-23, 1990, I was on 
official travel to San Francisco. Monterey, and Los Angeles, 
California to hold meetings with various individuals and 
organizations, and conduct an NHL site visit. This report 
summarizes my activities and observations.

San Francisco

I flew from Washington, D.C. on the evening of January 11, 
arriving in San Francisco in the early morning hours of January
12. I was on annual leave for the 8-hour work day on the 12th to 
attend a family funeral. I was also on leave on Saturday, January
13. I traveled from the San Francisco Bay Area on the early 
morning of the 14th to Monterey, California. I returned to the 
Bay Area on the afternoon of the 15th.

The majority of my time in San Francisco, between January 16-20, 
was spent in the library of the J. Porter Shaw Library of San 
Francisco Maritime NHS. The facilities of the library once again 
provided a wealth of information and material for several ongoing 
research projects. The reference materials, archives, and 
photographs of the library are a resource of value equal to any 
one of the historic vessels. I was able, with the assistance of 
the principal librarian, David Hull, reference librarian Herb 
Beckwith, photographic reference librarian Irene Stachura, and 
archivist Stephen Haller to obtain considerable material for 
several National Historic Landmark studies, as well as check 
references and obtain information on vessels included in the 
inventory of large preserved historic vessels. I often wish that 
the library was within walking distance, as I require its 
facilities frequently, and hence save up research for trips to 
San Francisco such as this one. A particular boon was a recently
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accessioned collection of photographs from the San Francisco 
Call-Bulletin, which included several views of USS Saratoga being 
prepared for Operation Crossroads that provided images of that 
ship in her last outfitting for the tests at Bikini. These 
photographs greatly assisted my Bikini Atoll research for the 
final report on the Submerged Cultural Resource Unit documentary 
effort there. Other research focused on references and materials 
pertaining to the historic ship preservation effort in the United 
States, the U.S. Life-Saving Service stations on the Pacific 
coast, and previous names (and the dates they were used) for 
several vessels recently added to the inventory of large 
preserved historic vessels.

I was invited to San Francisco by William J. Whalen, executive 
director of the National Maritime Museum Association, to address 
the annual meeting of the Board of Trustees at the San Francisco 
headquarters of the Matson Steam Navigation Company on January 
18. My presentation focused on the national maritime 
preservation movement, the role of the National Park Service, the 
significance of the collection of San Francisco Maritime NHP, and 
what the Association could do to enhance the preservation effort 
for the San Francisco ships. My presentation was frank and 
direct; it was well received. Following the Board meeting, Mr. 
Whalen and I drove to Oakland, where we met Mr. Glen Isaacson, 
the newly elected Chairman of the Board for the Association for 
the Preservation of the Presidential Yacht Potomac.

Mr. Isaacson is the CEO of the Bramlea Corporation, which is 
heavily involved in the redevelopment of downtown Oakland and 
Jack London Square. We drove to the square, where Potomac is now 
berthed close to FDR Memorial Pier. Potomac recently returned 
from the Colberg Shipyard in Stockton, where it underwent 
restoration and rehabilitation. The ship has been impressively 
restored. Wasted shell plating forward has been renewed, wasted 
frames replaced, the plumbing and electrical systems overhauled 
and moernized to meet Coiast Guard certification, "new" engines 
(of the same type as the original) installed, deck fixtures, 
including ventilators, davits, and the false stack that housed 
FDR's elevator from the boat deck to his stateroom. Many 
original fixtures, including deadlights, windows, heads, lights, 
and cabinets, have been retained.

I have released the Association from the requirement to prepare a 
Historic Structures Report for the ship. The ship's original 
plans, as well as detailed plans for the restoration, prepared by 
the naval architect, adequately document the changes and 
condition of Potomac, along with several hundred photographs
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gathered from archival sources or taken by the Association 
throughout the restoration process. In place of the HSR, I am 
requiring the Association to hire a historic furnishings curator 
to conduct the necessary additional research to complete the 
outfitting of Potomac. I am satisfied that all work to date on 
the ship has retained a remarkably high degree of integrity. It 
also has followed the standards for historic ship projects 
prepared as part of the National Maritime Initiative. The ship 
is close to being complete for a restudy and resubmission to the 
Advisory Board for consideration of NHL designation. Once the 
furnishing work is done, I will reinspect and photo-document 
Potomac for resubmittal.

Monterey

My trip to Monterey was to inspect the lighthouse at Point Pinos. 
This Cape Cod style light, the oldest continually operating 
lighthouse on the Pacific coast, was one of the original group of 
aids to navigation built after the California Gold Rush; it is 
near-identical to Old Point Loma light at Cabrillo NM and Battery 
Point Light in Crescent City, both of which were recommended for 
NHL study. The Point Pinos light is of equal significance to the 
others in terms of harbors served; perhaps it is of greater 
significance in that it remains active. The light is leased by 
the Coast Guard to the City of Pacific Grove, and is open on 
weekends. I toured and photo documented the lighthouse, and on 
the basis of the visit have added Point Pinos light to the list 
of candidates for the lighthouse NHL studies.

While in Monterey I took the time to visit four sites associated 
with novelist John Steinbeck to ascertain their eligibility for 
inclusion in the Steinbeck NHL study. The Steinbeck home at 
Central and 3rd Avenues in Pacific Grove, now home of the 
Steinbeck Arthurian Research Society, is a possible candidate, 
although repeated efforts to contact the society for a visit 
failed. The cottage is apparently not occupied, and is only 
occasionally used for meetings. An exterior inspection found 
evidence of some changes to the building that have diminished its 
integrity; an interior inspection is required before a final 
decision on whether to study or not.

The three-room cottage built by Steinbeck's father at 147-llth 
Street in Pacific Grove, was also viewed only from the outside. 
This residence was where Steinbeck spent his summer vacations and 
later was the first home he shared with his first wife, Carol 
Henning Steinbeck. Steinbeck lived in the home from 1930 to 
1936. There he wrote The Pastures of Heaven. To a God Unknown.
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the first two parts of The Pony. Tortilla Flat, and In
Dubious Battle. He also began Of Mice and Men at this home. 
Moving in 1936, he retained ownership; according to one author, 
it was the "home" to which he kept returning throughout his life. 
It does not appear to have been altered and is a strong candidate 
for study; I firmly believe it merits designation. I also 
visited the Steinbeck home next to Colton Hall, known as the 
Lara-Soto Adobe. The adobe has been remodeled and serves as the 
offices for a local college. I do not feel it possesses 
sufficient integrity to merit study. The fourth property, 
however, strongly merits study.

"Doc" Edward F. Ricketts' lab at 800 Cannery Row is the only 
unaltered building on the Row that Steinbeck would recognize. It 
remains unaltered. Now owned by a Monterey men's club, the lab, 
the former Western Biological Laboratory, is worthy of study and 
merits designation. The rest of Cannery Row has changed greatly

disastrous fires, rebuildings, and commercialization; it is 
no longer "a grate, stink, a noise," but a commercial entreprise. 
Nonetheless, "Doc" Ricketts' lab is an unpainted, unmodified 
structure that retains a high degree of integrity. Ricketts was 
a critical factor in Steinbeck's fiction, and not merely as a 
central character in the book, short stories ("The Snake,") or 
Sweet Thursday, the atrocious sequel to Cannery Row. Ricketts 
set Steinbeck clearly on the path of biological determinism, a 
theory he called nonteleological thinking, and the lab was the 
scene of numerous long-hour discussions, arguments, and 
collaboration, not the least of which was Log of the Sea of 
Cortez.

I also visited the Monterey Customhouse, the maritime component 
of the Old Monterey NHL District, and the Viscaino Landing Site 
associated with that maritime explorer's 1602 voyage. Vizcaino 
named the bay he landed at for his patron, the Conde de Monterey. 
I departed Monterey on the morning of the 15th and drove north to 
San Francisco on the coastal highway, stopping at Sunset Beach 
State Park to see the concrete ship Palo Alto, listed in the 
inventory of shipwrecks and hulks, and the Pigeon Point light, 
south of Half Moon Bay. Pigeon Point was recommended as an NHL 
candidate. I visited the facility, now a youth hostel. While 
impressive and worthy of the National Register at a state level 
of significance, it does not merit NHL study.

Los Angeles

I flew to Los Angeles on the morning of Saturday, January 20. I 
proceeded immediately to San Pedro, where I conducted an NHL site
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visit to the World War II Victory ship Lane Victory. Built in 
1945, this veteran of World War II and the Korean and Vietnam 
conflicts was laid up in 1972 in the reserve fleet on 
California's Suisun Bay. The Victory ships, a larger sized, 
better-designed emergency fleet vessel than the more famous 
Liberty ships, played an important role in winning the war.
There are no Victory ships known left in active service in the 
world. The U.S. Maritime Administration retains 60 Victory ships 
in the reserve fleets. All of these ships have been declared 
surplus and are being sold. Lane Victory was deeded by Congress 
to the Merchant Marine Veterans of World War II for use as a 
museum ship. Lane Victory is the only Victory that will not be 
scrapped. As the sole representative of this important type of 
ship. Lane Victory merits study and designation. The ship 
retains an exceptionally high level of integrity. Everything 
works, so, like USS Cabot, Lane Victory is a unique working 
museum of World War II maritime technology.

While in Los Angeles I also visited the sunken passenger liner 
Princess Louise, formerly a floating restaurant at San Pedro.
The restaurant owner declared bankruptcy. The Bank of San Pedro, 
holding the mortgage, seized the ship. While undergoing a pre
sale survey, drydocking, and bottom cleaning. Princess Louise 
suffered as yet undetermined damage that caused the ship to 
capsize at the dock. She now lies, half submerged, at Southwest 
Marine on Terminal Island. The ship has been declared a total 
loss and will be disposed of, either by cutting her in pieces, or 
partially raising the hull, so that it can be sunk as a fishing 
reef off Los Angeles. I also visited Queen Mary, now owned by 
the Disney Corporation. Other maritime sites visited in Los 
Angeles included the Point Fermin light in San Pedro. I also 
visited the military museum at Fort McArthur. These Endicott and 
World War II seacoast fortifications are in the best material 
condition of any seacoast fortifications I have seen in the 
United States. They rate NHL study, and if possible should be 
linked to the pending NHL for the seacoast fortifications of San 
Francisco harbor. Historians Martini or Haller at Golden Gate 
would be logical choices for conducting the site visit and 
preparing the study if Superintendent O'Neill permits it.

On Monday, January 22, I drove to Thousand Oaks in Ventura 
County, south of Los Angeles, where I met and interviewed Mr. Joe 
Fetherston. Mr. Fetherston was a ship's photographer on board 
USS Saratoga from 1942 to 1946. His impressions of the ship and 
Operation Crossroads were invaluable; he also loaned a few dozen
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photographs and the ship’s "mug book" published at the war's end. 
I then drove to nearby Santa Barbara, where I visited Santa 
Barbara light. I had dinner with fireboat book author Paul 
Ditzel in Woodland Hills before catching a late night flight to 
Washington. I arrived at Washington National Airport on the 
morning of Tuesday, January 23.

Conclusions

The trip was successful in that a considerable amount of research 
information was obtained. Eight potential NHLs were visited, 
resulting in a decision to pursue study of five of the 
properties. The meeting with the Board of Trustees of the 
National Maritime Museum Association will pay dividends in a 
heightened advocacy by the trustees for the San Francisco 
historic ships to the community and Congress. The Potomac 
meeting was an important further step in our long-running 
association with this ship.
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Honorable Alan Cranston 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Cranston:

We are pleased to inform you that the National Park Service has 
completed the studies of the properties identified on the enclosed 
sheet for the purpose of nominating them for possible designation 
as National Historic Landmarks. We enclose copies of the study 
reports. The National Park System Advisory Board will consider the 
nominations during its next meeting, at the time and place indi
cated on the enclosure. The Board will make its recommendations to 
the Secretary of the Interior based upon the criteria of the 
National Historic Landmarks Program.

You have 60 days to submit your views in writing, if you so desire. 
After the 60-day period, we will submit the nominations and your 
comments to the National Park System Advisory Board's History Areas 
Committee, which will then inform the full Advisory Board of the 
Committee's recommendations at the Board's meeting. The Secretary 
of the Interior will then be informed of the Board's 
recommendations for his final action.

To assist you in considering this matter, we have enclosed a copy 
of the regulations governing the National Historic Landmarks 
Program. They describe the criteria for designation (Sec. 65.4), 
the effects of designation (Sec. 65.2), and specify how you may 
comment on a proposed designation (Sec. 65.5(d)(4-5)). Should you 
wish to comment, please send your comments to Mr. Edwin C. Bearss, 
Chief Historian, National Park Service, History Division (418), 
P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127.

Sincerely,

/Sga/Jerry L. Bogers 

AssoclatS Director

Enclosures



PROPERTIES STUDIED FOR NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION

BERKELEY (Ferryboat), San Diego, California
EL PUEBLO DE LOS ANGELES, Los Angeles, California
HARADA HOUSE, Riverside, California
LANE VICTORY. San Pedro, California
LOCKE HISTORIC DISTRICT, Locke, California
MODJESKA HOUSE, Orange County, California
POTOMAC. Oakland, California
WATTS TOWERS, Los Angeles, California

In commenting on the possible designation of the properties 
identified above, you can find guidance in Section 65.5(d)(4) of 
the enclosed regulations.

The History Areas Committee of the Secretary of the Interior's 
National Park System Advisory Board will evaluate these properties 
at a meeting to be held on Wednesday, September 19, 1990, beginning 
at 9:00 a.m. in Room 2410, 1100 L Street, NW, Washington, DC.

The History Areas Committee evaluates the studies of historic 
properties being nominated for National Historic Landmark desig
nation in order to advise the full National Park System Advisory 
Board at their meeting on Tuesday, October 23, 1990, at the 
National Park Service's Denver Service Center, Denver, Colorado, 
and will recommend to the full Board those properties that the 
Committee finds meet the criteria of the National Historic 
Landmarks Program.

Should you wish to obtain information about these meetings, or 
about the National Historic Landmarks Program, please contact 
Mr. Ben Levy, Senior Historian, at the National Park Service, 
History Division (418), P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127, 
or by telephone at (202) 343-8164; FTS 343-8164.

If you have questions concerning the studies, which were prepared 
by the History Division's Maritime Historian James P. Delgado 
(Berkeley. Lane Victory, and Potomac) and Historian James H. 
Charleton (El Pueblo, Harada House, Locke, Modjeska House, and 
Watts Towers), you may contact these individuals at the above 
address, or by telephone: Mr. Delgado at (202) 343-9528,
FTS 343-9528; and Mr. Charleton at (202) 343-8165, FTS 343-8165.
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Executive Director 
Port of Oakland 
P.O. Box 2064 
66 Jack London Square 
Oakland, California 94604

Dear Executive Director:

We are pleased to inform you that the National Park Service has 
completed the study of the property identified on the enclosed 
sheet for the purpose of nominating it for possible designation as 
a National Historic Landmark. We enclose a copy of the study 
report. The National Park System Advisory Board will consider the 
nomination during its next meeting, at the time and place indicated 
on the enclosure. The Board will make its recommendation to the 
Secretary of the Interior based upon the criteria of the National 
Historic Landmarks Program.

You have 60 days to submit your views in writing, if you so desire. 
After the 60-day period, we will submit the nomination and your 
comments to the National Park System Advisory Board's History Areas 
Committee, which will then inform the full Advisory Board of the 
Committee's recommendations at the Board's meeting. The Secretary 
of the Interior will then be informed of the Board's 
recommendations for his final action.

To assist you in considering this matter, we have enclosed a copy 
of the regulations governing the National Historic Landmarks 
Program. They describe the criteria for designation (Sec. 65.4), 
the effects of designation (Sec. 65.2), and specify how you may 
comment on a proposed designation (Sec. 65.5(d)(4-5)). Should you 
wish to comment, please send your comments to me, at the National 
Park Service, History Division (418), P.O. Box 37127, Washington, 
DC 20013-7127.
Sincerely,

Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian

Enclosures



PROPERTY STUDIED FOR NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION

U.S.S. POTOMAC (Presidential Yacht Potomac)» Oakland, California

In commenting on the possible designation of the property 
identified above, you may find guidance in Section 65.5(d)(4) of 
the enclosed regulations.

The History Areas Committee of the Secretary of the Interior's 
National Park System Advisory Board will evaluate this property at 
a meeting to be held on Wednesday, September 19, 1990, beginning at 
9:00 a.m. in Room 2410, 1100 L Street, NW, Washington, DC.

The History Areas Committee evaluates the studies of historic 
properties being nominated for National Historic Landmark desig
nation in order to advise the full National Park System Advisory 
Board at their meeting on Tuesday, October 23, 1990, at the
National Park Service's Denver Service Center, Denver, Colorado, 
and will recommend to the full Board those properties that the 
Committee finds meet the criteria of the National Historic 
Landmarks Program.

Should you wish to obtain information about these meetings, or 
about the National Historic Landmarks Program, please contact 
Mr. Ben Levy, Senior Historian, at the National Park Service, 
History Division (418), P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127, 
or by telephone at (-202) 343-8164; FTS 343-8164.

If you have questions concerning the study, which was prepared by 
Maritime Historian James P. Delgado of the History Division, you 
may contact Mr. Delgado at the above address or by telephone at 
(202) 343-9528; FTS 343-9528.
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Mrs. Kathryn Gualtieri 
Office of Historic Preservation 
Department of Parks & Recreation 
P.O. Box 942896
Sacramento, California 94296-0001 

Dear Mrs. Gualtieri:

We are pleased to inform you that the National Park Service has 
completed the studies of the properties identified on the en
closed sheet for the purpose of nominating them for possible 
designation as National Historic Landmarks. We enclose copies of 
the study reports. The National Park System Advisory Board will 
consider the nominations during its next meeting, at the time and 
place indi-cated on the enclosure. The Board will make its 
recommendations to the Secretary of the Interior based upon the 
criteria of the National Historic Landmarks Program.

You have 60 days to submit your views in writing, if you so 
desire. After the 60-day period, we will submit the nominations 
and your comments to the National Park System Advisory Board's 
History Areas Committee, which will then inform the full Advisory 
Board of the Committee's recommendations at the Board's meeting. 
The Secretary of the Interior will then be informed of the 
Board's recommendations for his final action.

To assist you in considering this matter, we have enclosed a copy 
of the regulations governing the National Historic Landmarks 
Program. They describe the criteria for designation (Sec. 65.4), 
the effects of designation (Sec. 65.2), and specify how you may 
comment on a proposed designation (Sec. 65.5(d)(4-5)). Should 
you wish to comment, please send your comments to me, at the 
National Park Service, History Division (418), P.O. Box 37127, 
Washington, DC 20013-7127.

Sincerely,

Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian

Enclosures



PROPERTIES STUDIED FOR NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION

BERKELEY (Ferryboat), San Diego, California
EL PUEBLO DE LOS ANGELES, Los Angeles, California
HARADA HOUSE, Riverside, California
LANE VICTORY. San Pedro, California
LOCKE HISTORIC DISTRICT, Locke, California
MODJESKA HOUSE, Orange County, California
POTOMAC. Oakland, California
WATTS TOWERS, Los Angeles, California

In commenting on the possible designation of the properties 
identified above, you can find guidance in Section 65.5(d)(4) of 
the enclosed regulations.

The History Areas Committee of the Secretary of the Interior's 
National Park System Advisory Board will evaluate these properties 
at a meeting to be held on Wednesday, September 19, 1990, beginning 
at 9:00 a.m. in Room 2410, 1100 L Street, NW, Washington, DC.

The History Areas Committee evaluates the studies of historic 
properties being nominated for National Historic Landmark desig
nation in order to advise the full National Park System Advisory 
Board at their meeting on Tuesday, October 23, 1990, at the
National Park Service's Denver Service Center, Denver, Colorado, 
and will recommend to the full Board those properties that the 
Committee finds meet the criteria of the National Historic 
Landmarks Program.

Should you wish to obtain information about these meetings, or 
about the National Historic Landmarks Program, please contact 
Mr. Ben Levy, Senior Historian, at the National Park Service, 
History Division (418), P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127, 
or by telephone at (202) 343-8164; FTS 343-8164.

If you have questions concerning the studies, which were prepared 
by the History Division's Maritime Historian James P. Delgado 
(Berkeley. Lane Victory, and Potomac) and Historian James H. 
Charleton (El Pueblo, Harada House, Locke, Modjeska House, and 
Watts Towers), you may contact these individuals at the above 
address, or by telephone: Mr. Delgado at (202) 343-9528,
FTS 343-9528; and Mr. Charleton at (202) 343-8165, FTS 343-8165.
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Honorable Ronald V. Dellums 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Dellums:

We are pleased to inform you that the National Park Service has 
completed the study of the property identified on the enclosed 
sheet for the purpose of nominating it for possible designation as 
a National Historic Landmark. We enclose a copy of the study 
report. The National Park System Advisory Board will consider the 
nomination during its next meeting, at the time and place indicated 
on the enclosure. The Board will make its recommendation to the 
Secretary of the Interior based upon the criteria of the National 
Historic Landmarks Program.

You have 60 days to submit your views in writing, if you so desire. 
After the 60-day period, we will submit the nomination and your 
comments to the National Park System Advisory Board's History Areas 
Committee, which will then inform the full Advisory Board of the 
Committee's recommendations at the Board's meeting. The Secretary 
of the Interior will then be informed of the Board's 
recommendations for his final action.

To assist you in considering this matter, we have enclosed a copy 
of the regulations governing the National Historic Landmarks 
Program. They describe the criteria for designation (Sec. 65.4), 
the effects of designation (Sec. 65.2), and specify how you may 
comment on a proposed designation (Sec. 65.5(d)(4-5)). Should you 
wish to comment, please send your comments to Mr. Edwin C. Bearss, 
Chief Historian, National Park Service, History Division (418), 
P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127.

Sincerely,

/Sgd/Jerry L. Rogers 

fe.ssoclat^irector

Enclosures



PROPERTY STUDIED FOR NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION

U.s.s. POTOMAC (Presidential Yacht Potomac), Oakland, California

In commenting on the possible designation of the property 
identified above, you can find guidance in Section 65.5(d)(4) of 
the enclosed regulations.

The History Areas Committee of the Secretary of the Interior's 
National Park System Advisory Board will evaluate this property at 
a meeting to be held on Wednesday, September 19, 1990, beginning at 
9:00 a.m. in Room 2410, 1100 L Street, NW, Washington, DC.

The History Areas Committee evaluates the studies of historic 
properties being nominated for National Historic Landmark desig
nation in order to advise the full National Park System Advisory 
Board at their meeting on Tuesday, October 23, 1990, at the
National Park Service's Denver Service Center, Denver, Colorado, 
and will recommend to the full Board those properties that the 
Committee finds meet the criteria of the National Historic 
Landmarks Program.

Should you wish to obtain information about these meetings, or 
about the National Historic Landmarks Program, please contact 
Mr. Ben Levy, Senior Historian, at the National Park Service, 
History Division (418), P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127, 
or by telephone at (202) 343-8164; FTS 343-8164.

If you have questions concerning the study, which was prepared by 
Maritime Historian James P. Delgado of the History Division, you 
may contact Mr. Delgado at the above address or by telephone at 
(202) 343-9528; FTS 343-9528.

SIMILAR LETTERS SENT TO:

Honorable Ronald V. Dellums 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515

Honorable Fortney Pete Stark 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515

cc: 8000 (WRO) M. Pepin-Donat 
001 RF 
400 RF 
190 CL 
418 Delgado
418 Maritime Theme Study (NHL Pending)
418 U.S.S. Potomac (Presidential Yacht Potomac)(NHL Pending) 

PMilner:mg:07/20/90
MILNER NOTICE LETTER DISC:poto-2-d.Itr
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PORT OF OAKLAND
August 9, 1990

Mr. Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian 
U.S. Department of Interior 
National Park Service 
Box 37127
Washington, DC 20013 

Dear Mr. Bearss;

Thank you for your letter—H30(418)—advising me that 
the National Park Service has completed the study 
of the U.S.S. Potomac for the purpose of nominating 
it for possible designation as a National Historic 
Landmark.

Please inform the History Areas Committee and the 
full Advisory Board that the Port of Oakland enthu
siastically supports the inclusion of the U.S.S. Poto
mac in the National Historic Landmarks Program.

With the help of public and private funding on both 
the local and national level the vessel, which is 
currently owned by the Port of Oakland, has been accur
ately and painstakingly restored to the condition 
it was in when it was used by President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt as his "Floating White House."

It was the scene of many historic and significant 
meetings and events during the Roosevelt Presidency 
and, as a National Historic Landmark, it will provide 
a meaningful and important link for generations to 
come with a period in our Nation's past that had a 
critical impact on our future.

Thank you for your help and for your interest in this 
project.

Nolan R.'^Cimpel 
Chief Executive Officer

530 Water Street ■ Jack London's Waterfront ■ P.O. Box 2064 ■ Oakland, California 94604-2064 
Telephone (415) 272-1100 ■ Fax 272-1172 ■ Telex 336-334 ■ Cable address, PORTOFOAK, Oakland



STEVE MACK, Secretary-Treasurer

TfflmsTffis fluTomoTivt tniPLoytfS’ Uiiion • Local Oo. 78Alameda, Napa and Solano Counties
Affiliated with the

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF TEAMSTERS, CHAUFFEURS, \MAREHOUSEMEN AND HELPERS OF AMERICA 
8055 COLLINS DRIVE • TELEPHONE 638-491 1 . OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 94621-1985

August 15, 1990

Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
History Division (418)
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dear Mr. Bearss:

I am writing in support of the designation of the U.S.S.
Potomac as a National Historic Landmark. The restoration 
of the ship has been a total effort of many different business 
and labor organizations, and now it is time to recognize 
her important role in history.

The U.S.S. Potomac will play an important role as an educational 
facility and museum that will recall and interpret the Franklin 
D. Roosevelt era and the role of the Presidential Yacht.

Thank you for your help.

Sincerely,

Steve Mack 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Teamsters Local 78

SM/ma

Affiliated with Teamsters Joint Executive Council No. 7 Western Conference Teamsters Automotive Trades Division
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Matson.
Navigation Company

333 Market Street 
P.O. Box 7452 
San Francisco 

California 94120
A.J. HASKELL
Senior Vice President 
(415) 957-4577

August 16, 1990

Mr. Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian 
National Park Service 
History Division (418)
P. O. Box 37127 
Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

Dear Mr. Bearss:
I am writing in support of the designation of the U.S.S. 

Potomac as a National Historical Landmark. I have personally 
been involved in the restoration since the acquisition of the 
yacht by the Port of Oakland in 1981. As a practicing naval 
architect, I can vouch for the fact that the restoration has been 
carried out following the best information available to us on the 
yacht as it was used by the late President. This information 
includes both plans and extensive photos taken during its 
presidential service. At the same time, it has been inspected 
and, when completed, will be certified by the United States Coast 
Guard as meeting all current requirements for the safe transport 
of passengers.

The authenticity of the restoration has been recognized by 
the California Heritage Council, which has awarded the 
Association for the Preservation of the Presidential Yacht 
Potomac its "Certificate of Recognition".

The Association's plans for the use of the yacht as an 
educational facility and museum to interpret the Franklin D. 
Roosevelt era to the general public and school children in 
particular will be greatly enhanced by its designation as a 
National Historical Landmark.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

A./J. Haskell
itiSS A subsidiary of 

Alexander & Baldwin, Inc.



James F. McCloud

51 GLEN ALPINE ROAD 
PIEDMONT. CALIFORNIA 94611

August 16, 1990

Mr. Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian 
National Park Service 
History Division (418)
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dear Mr. Bearss;

I am one of the many volunteers working 
on the restoration of the U.S.S. Potomac. 
The restoration work is proceeding very 
well and should be completed with the ship 
fully operational in a matter of a few 
months. It is timely, therefore, to desig
nate the vessel as a National Historic 
Landmark and this letter is being written 
in support of this designation.

Thank you for your consideration.

mes F. McCloud



BAY RUBBER COMPANY
404 Pendleton Way • Oakland, CA 94621-2185 
(415) 635-9151 • FAX (415) 430-9815

DOUGLAS J. HIGGINS 
President

August 16, 1990

Mr. Edwin C. Bearss, Chief Historian 
National Park Service 
History Division (418)
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dear Mr. Bearss:

This letter is written to support the designation of 
the U.S.S. Potomac as a National Historic Landmark.
The restoration, to be completed in the next few 
months, has faithfully preserved the original 
presidential yacht which played an important part in 
the history of our nation.

Designation of the Potomac as a National Historic 
Landmark will set the stage for her to assume a role as 
an important educational facility to interpret the 
Franklin D. Roosevelt era for generations to come.

Your consideration of this request is keenly 
appreciated.

Sincerely,

DJH:gw



525 UNJVERSITY AVENUE 
PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA 94-30I-I90S 

FACSIMILE (415) 324-0638 
TELEPHONE (415) 326-7600

555 SOUTH FLOWER STREET 
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FACSIMILE (213) 614-1866 
TELEPHONE (213) 669-0200

HELLER, EHRMAN. WHITE & McAULIFFE
ATTORNEYS

A PARTNERSHIP INCLUDING PROFESSIONAL CORPORATIONS

333 BUSH STREET* SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 9*4104-2878 
CABLE HELPOW - TELEX 184-996 - FACSIMILE (415) 772-6268 

TELEPHONE (415) 772-60 00

August 16, 1990

701 FIFTH AVENUE
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 96104-7098 

FACSIMILE (206) 447-0849 
TELEPHONE (206) 447-0900

1300 S. W. FIFTH AVENUE 
PORTLAND, OREGON 97201-5696 

FACSIMILE (503) 24I-09S0 
TELEPHONE (503) 227-7400

MICHAEL A. ROOSEVELT

DIRECT DIAL (415) 772-6016

5SO WEST 7TH AVENUE 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501-3571 

FACSIMILE (907) 277-1920 
TELEPHONE (907) 277-1900

Mr. Edwin C. Bearss, Chief Historian 
National Park Service, History Division (418)
P. O. Box 37127 
Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

Dear Mr. Bearss:

I am writing in support of the 
designation of the U.S.S. Potomac as a National 
Historic Landmark. The restoration of the ship is 
proceeding very well, and now it is time to 
recognize her important place in history and to set 
the stage for her to assume a role as an 
educational facility and museum that will recall 
and interpret the Franklin D. Roosevelt era and the 
part played by the Presidential Yacht during that 
era.

I have served on the Board of Governors 
of The Association for the Preservation of the 
Presidential Yacht Potomac nearly since its 
inception. The many, many long hours and dedicated 
hard work of many prominent community leaders has 
salvaged a major item of historical significance 
from irreparable extinction and transformed it into 
a vibrant, exciting and important addition to our 
preserved National heritage which the Association 
hopes and plans to make available to thousands of 
school children and other visitors each year. The 
designation of the U.S.S. Potomac as a National 
Historic Landmark is critical to the success of 
this project. With my Grandfather's love for the 
sea and interest in maritime matters, I think it is 
unquestionable that he would support with great 
enthusiasm the U.S.S. Potomac project not only as a 
symbol of the years of the Roosevelt Presidencies
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but as a tangible way for current and future 
generations to experience many of the important U. 
S. and worldwide events of the 1930's and 40's.

Thank you for your consideration.
S^rte&^lY,

fichael A. Roosevelt
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CITY HALL ONE CITY HALL PLAZA OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 9461 2

Frank H. Ogawa 
Councilman

415/273-3266
TTY/839-6451

August 17, 1990

Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian 
National Park Service 
History Division (418)
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dear Mr. Bearss:

I am writing in support of the designation of the U.S.S. 
Potomac as a National Historic Landmark. The restoration 
of the ship is proceeding very well, and now it is time to 
recognize her important role in history and to set the stage 
for her to assume a role as an educational facility and museum 
that will recall and interpret the Franklin D. Roosevelt era 
and the role of tne presidential yacht on history.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely

Frank Ogawa

FO/mh
Councilman-At-Large



RICHARD ZAMPA • President 
JOE ROTH • Secretary

DISTRICT COUNCIL OF IRON WORKERS of the state of California and Vicinity
1633 BAYSHORE HIGHWAY, SUITE 133 • BURLINGAME, CALIFORNIA 94010 • TELEPHONE (415) 692-1577 • FAX (415) 692-7122

August 20, 1990 ------

Mr. Edwin C. Bearss, Chief Historian 
National Park Service 
History Division (418)
P. 0. Box 37127 
Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

Dear Mr. Bearss:

I am writing in support of the designation of the U.S.S. Potomac 
as a National Historic Landmark.

The restoration of the ship is proceeding very well. Now it is 
time to recognize her important role in history and to set the 
stage for her to assume a role as an educational facility and 
museum that will recall and interpret the Franklin D. Roosevelt 
era and the role of the presidential yacht on history.

Thank you for your consideration.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Richard Za: 
President

RZ-pf
ope 3 afl cio
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Affiliated with

A.F.L-C.1.0.

Operating Engineers Cocal Union J^o. 8
474 VALENCIA STREET • SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94103 • (415)431-1568

JURISDICTION: Northern California, Northern Nevada, Utah, Hawaii and Mid-Pacific Islands

OPEIU-3-AFL-CIO (3) OFFICE OF THE BUSINESS MANAGER, T. J. STAPLETON

August 20, 1990

Mr. Edwin C. Bearss, Chief Historian 
National Park Service 
History Division (418)
P. O. Box 37127
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dear Mr. Bearss:
I am writing in support of the designation of the U.S.S. Potomac 
as a National Historic Landmark. The restoration of the ship is 
proceeding very well. Now it's time to recognize her important 
role in history and to set the stage for her to assume a role as 
an educational facility and museum that will recall and interpret 
the Franklin D. Roosevelt era and the role of the presidential 
yacht in history.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

T. J. Stapleton
Business Manager
and General Vice President

JB:mer
opeiu-3-af1-cio(3)

27)500



AMERICAN PRESIDENT COMPANIES, LTD.

W. B. Seaton 
Chairman

1800 Harrison Street 
Oakland, California 

94612 U.S.A.
(415) 272-8211

August 20,1990

Mr. Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian 
National Park Service 
History Division (418)
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Dear Mr. Bearss:

I am writing in support of the designation of the U.S.S. Potomac as a National 
Historic Landmark. The restoration of the ship is proceeding very well, and 
now it is time to recognize her important role in history and to set the stage 
for her to assume a role as an educational facility and museum that will recall 
and interpret the Franklin D. Roosevelt era and the role of the presidential 
yacht on history.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

jel



AMERICAN PRESIDENT LINES, LTD.

E. K. PENTIMONTI
Vice President
Engr. & Technical Services

August 20, 1990

Mr. Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian 
National Park Service 
History Division (418)
P. O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dear Mr. Bearss:

I am writing in support of the designation of the U.S.S. POTOMAC as a 
National Historic Landmark. The restoration of the ship is proceeding 
very well and now it is time to recognize her important role in 
history and to set the stage for her to assume a role as an education 
facility and museum that will recall and interpret the Franklin D. 
Roosevelt era and the role of the presidential yacht on history.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

1800 Harrison Street 
Oakland, California 
94612 U.S.A.

AUG>1I990



C!TY OF OAKLAND

CITY HALL • ONE CITY HALL PLAZA • OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 94612

Leo Bazile 
Councilman

August 20, 1990

Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian 
National Park Service 
History Division (418)
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, D. C. 20013-7127 

Dear Mr. Bearss:

I am writing in support of the designation of the U.S.S. Potomac as 
a National Historic Landmark. The restoration of the ship is 
proceeding very well, and now it is time to recognize her important 
role in history and to set the stage for her to assume a role as an 
educational facility and museum that will recall and interpret the 
Franklin D. Roosevelt era and the role of the presidential yacht on 
history.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

CARTER GILMORE 
Councimember, District 6

CG: jc

cc: Glenn Isaacson, President

L245-06

"not printed at government expense"



u
m

CITY HALL ONE CITY HALL PLAZA OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 9461 2

Marge Gibson Haskell 
Councilmember

415/273-3266
TTY/839-6451

August 21, 1990

Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian 
National Park Service 
History Division (41G)
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, D. C. 20013-7127 

Dear Mr. Bearss:

I am writing in support of the designation of the U.S.S. Potomac as 
a National Historic Landmark. It is time to recognize her 
important role in history and to set the stage for her to assume a 
role as an educational facility and museum that will recall the 
Franklin D. Roosevelt era and the history that the presdiential 
U.S.S. Potomac played.

Sincerely,

MARGE GIBSON HASKELL 
Councilmember, District 1

MGH:BL:jc 

L347-01
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CITY HALL ONE CITY HALL PLAZA OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 9461 2

Wilson Riles, Jr. 
Councilmember

415/273-3266
TTY/839-6451

August 22, 1990

Mr. Edwin C. Bearss, Chief Historian 
National Park Service - History Division 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

RE: U.S.S. POTOMAC

Dear Mr. Bearss:

I am writing to encourage the Advisory Board of the National 
Park System to designate the U.S.S. Potomac as a National Histor
ical Landmark.

The City of Oakland places great value on the maintenance 
and preservation of our history, particularly artifacts that can 
be used for public cultural enrichment. A concrete artifact such 
as the presidential yacht plays a great role in conveying to our 
youth that history is made by regular people who find themselves 
in unusual circumstances and rise to the occasion. It can en
courage them to reach beyond the world they know and to have high 
aspirations no matter what their current circumstances may be.

Many of our community business leaders have been involved in 
the restoration of the yacht and that restoration has proceeded 
well. We look forward to displaying this memento of one of the 
hallmark leaders of this century.

Thank you very much for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely yours.

Wilson Riles, Jr

cc: Glenn Isaacson

93



Pacific Coast Marine Carpenters District Council
Serving Alaska - Washington - Oregon - California 

UNITED BROTHERHOOD OF CARPENTERS AND JOINERS OF AMERICA
AFL-CIO

August 22, 1990

Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian 
National Park Service 
History Division (418)
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Mr. Bearss:

The preservation of the basic truths upon which we as a people conceived 
this nation can only be accomplished through the ongoing education of our 
youth. The understanding of our living history represents the only true 
beacon from which we can light the way into our future.

Franklin D. Roosevelt made his contributions to our history through 
the efforts he put forth in his leadership. Human in every respect, it 
would be recognition enough if he were remembered solely as a man who refused 
to allow a crippling disease destroy his career.

His love for the sea and ships made him a natural benefactor of our 
Maritime industry. Today his floating White House, the USS Potomac, through 
the leadership and efforts of Bay Area people, he will soon become living 
history of the difficult depression, war years, and of the tremendous weight 
the Presidents of our nation must bear.

Being designated as a National Historical Landmark will greatly assist 
in assuring that this vessel will be able to serve and educate our youth.
I, therefore, strongly urge your support for this issue.

Thanking you in advance for your support in this matter.

Sincerely,

Rick Anderson 
Financial Secretary 
Carpenters 2236 - SF 
President - PCMCDC

RA: cn

opeiu-3-af1-cio(216)c
P.O. Box 17358 • 2225 N. Lombard • Portland, Oregon 97217 • (503) 283-6998



CITY HALL

Office of the Mayor 
Lionel J. Wilson 
Mayor

OF ’

ONE CITY HALL PLAZA • OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 9 4 6 1 2

August 24, 1990

415 273-3141 
TTY 839-6451

Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian
National Park Service/History Division (418) 
United States Department of the Interior 
P. O. Box 37127 
Washington DC 20012-7127

RE: U.S.S. Potomac [H30 (418)]

Dear Mr. Bearss,

As Mayor of the City of Oakland, I have observed and eagerly supported the recent restoration of the 
U.S.S. Potomac: as the restoration progress nears completion, I wish to take the opportunity to 
demonstrate my enthusiasm and support for designation of the U.S.S. Potomac as a National Historic 
Landmark.

The permanent site of the U.S.S. Potomac, adjacent to Oakland’s revitalized waterfront, would be 
greatly enhanced by designation of the U.S.S. Potomac as a National Historic Landmark. The U.S.S. 
Potomac, as the site of significant historic events, is truly emblematic of the initiative, vision, and 
determination of President Franklin D. Roosevelt as a national leader, and should inspire our worthy 
citizens and visitors alike.

On behalf of the citizens of Oakland, and all Bay Area visitors and residents, I urge serious and 
positive consideration for designation of the U.S.S. Potomac for National Historic Landmark status.

LJW/kcs:S-Potomac
Enclosure

cc: Glenn Isaacson
'■}

\

Sincerely,

LIONEL if WILSON



International Organization of

Masters, Mates & Pilots
1025 Howard Street, San Francisco, CA 94103-2895 / Tel. No.: (415) 861-3600 

Cable; BRIDGEDECK WASHINGTON D.C. / Telex No.: 62923334

ROBERT J. LOWEN 
International President
F. ELWOOD KYSER 
International Secretary-Treasurer
AL GROH
Vice President - Pacific

August 27, 1990

Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian 
National Park Service 
History Division (418)
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, D.C, 20013-7127 

Dear Mr. Bearss:

On behalf of the International Organization of Masters, Mates and Pilots, 
I am writing in support of the designation of the U.S.S. Potomac as a 
National Historic Landmark. The restoration of the ship is proceeding 
very well, and now it is time to recognize her important role in history 
and to set the stage for her to assume a role as an educational facility 
and museum that will recall and interpret the Franklin D. Roosevelt 
era and the role of the presidential yacht on history.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

A1 W. Groh 

AWG/cr

OPE 3 AFL-CIO (14) 

cc: Glenn Isaacson

AUb 3 j i990

mv
INTERNATIONAL MARINE DIVISION OF THE INTERNATIONAL LONGSHOREMEN S ASSOCIATION / AFL-CIO .^^-.966
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CITY HALL ONE CITY HALL PLAZA OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 9461 2

Aleta Cannon 
Vice Mayor August 28, 1990

415/273-3266
TTY/839-6451

Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian 
National Park Service 
History Division (418)
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, D. C. 20013-712/ 

Dear Mr. Bearss:

Potomac as 
is

I am writing in support of the designation of the U.S.S. 
a National Historic Landmark. The restoration of the ship 
proceeding very well, and now it is time to recognize her important 
role in history and to set the stage for her to assume a role as an 
educational facility and museum that will recall and interpret the 
Franklin D. Roosevelt era and the role of the presidential yacht on 
history.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

ALETA CANNON 
Vice Mayor

AC:BA:jc 

L102-03



THE HARBOR TUG 

AND BARGE COMPANY
A Crowley Company

August 29, 1990

Mr. Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian 
National Division (418)
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Mr. Bearss:

Please consider this letter a position in support of the 
designation of the USS POTOMAC as a National Historic Landmark. It 
is time to recognize her important role in history and to set the 
stage for her to become an educational facility and museum that 
will recall and interpret the Franklin D. Roosevelt era and the 
role of the presidential yacht in history.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

)OK

R. M. Duckhorn 
Vice President

Harbor & Pass. Services

RMD/ae.029

cc; G. Isaacson

Northern California Offices 
2900 Main Street 
Alameda, California 94501 
(415) 546-2600



rigging internattonai
P. O. Box 4013 965 Atlantic Avenue Alameda, CA 94501 U.S.A.

August 30, 1990

Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian 
National Park Service 
History Division (418)
PO Box 37127
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Dear Mr. Bearss:

I am writing in support of the designation of the U.S.S. 
Potomac as a National Historic Landmark.

The restoration of the ship is proceeding very well. Now 
it is time to recognize her important role in history and 
to set the stage for her to become an educational facility 
and museum that will recall and interpret the Franklin D. 
Roosevelt era and the significance Potomac played in history 
as the Presidential yacht.

Thank you for your consideration.

Very truly yours,

RIGGING INTERNATIONAL

Victor L. Rollandi 
President
VLR/tf

smw TEL (415) 865-2400 TELEFAX (415) 865-9450



rigging internationai
R O. Box 4013 965 Atlantic Avenue Alameda, CA 94501 U.S.A.

August 30, 1990

Mr. Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian 
National Park Service 
History Division (415)
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dear Mr. Bearss:

I am writing to you as a supporter for the designation of the 
U.S.S. Potomac as a National Historic Landmark.

As the restoration of the ship continues, it is important that 
we now recognize her historical role and promote her as an 
educational facility and museum that will recall her signficance 
during the FDR era.

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Sincerely yours.

internation:

DfefWly McL^^d 
Chairman & CEO

DAM/tf 0

TEL (415) 865-2400 TELEFAX (415) 865-9450



ELUOTT BAY DESIGN GROUP
ARCHITECTURAL & ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE MARINE INDUSTRY

5301 Shilshole Avenue Nonhwest 
(^06) 782-3082August 30, 1990 

Ref: 88028-16

Seattle, Washington 98107 
FAX: (206) 782-3449

National Park Service 
History Division (418)
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Attn: Edwin C. Bearss, Chief Historian

Subject: U.S.S. POTOMAC - Designation as a National Landmark

Dear Mr. Bearss,

I would like to speak up in favor of granting national landmark 
status to the U.S.S. POTOMAC. Having worked as a museum curator 
at MIT, I feel this vessel represents the kind of history that 
this country should be preserving.

My involvement with the POTOMAC goes back to 1985 when my 
company, Nickum & Spaulding Associates, Inc, was retained to 
prepare plans and specifications for shipyard bidding. I was 
assigned as the project engineer because of my curatorial 
background and experience with passenger vessel design. In this 
role I spent many hours poring over documents, trying to glean 
information about equipment, materials, and systems. The process 
was both interesting and frustrating. The interest came because 
I learned about the POTOMAC'S role as a meeting place, a witness 
to history if you will. The frustration arose from the 
understandable tendency of photographers to focus on people 
instead of the ventilation ducts or light fixtures that I was 
trying to identify.

Over the past five years I have participated in the roller 
coaster ride of funding, labor strikes, poor health of the marine 
industry, and changes of personnel. Despite all of this tumult 
the restoration of the POTOMAC has survived as a goal. The 
majority of the work has been accomplished; the original 
concept of an operating piece of history is intact and will be 
shortly realized. President Roosevelt's long stay in office 
covered an extraordinary period in our nation's history. The 
POTOMAC will help to ensure the lessons of that period are not 
easily forgotten.

Sincerely,

John W. Waterhouse, P.E. 
President



PIERSIDE INSTALLERS, INC.
P.O. Box 5397 RICHMOND. CALIFORNIA 94805 

CONTRACTORS LICENSE #496929 (415) 232-8695

August 30, 1990

Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian 
National Park Service 
History Division (418)
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dear Mr. Bearss:

We are writing in support of the designation of the U.S.S. Potomac as a 
National Historic Landmark.

Our company is fortunate to be doing the insulation and linings on the 
U.S.S. Potcxnac and feel we are contributing in preserving a very special part 
of our history.

It is very exciting to know that our schoolchildren will have an 
opportunity to visit the U.S.S. Potcxnac which will honor President Roosevelt 
and his contribution to our history.

Designation of the U.S.S. Potomac as a National Historic Landmark will 
assist in educating the school children and the general public about one of the 
most inportant eras in our history.

Thank you for your consideration.

rely.

Gary Baker 
President

Dan Siebert 
Vice President



CITY OF OAKLAND

CITY HALL ONE CITY HALL PLAZA OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 9461 2

Dick Spees 
Councilmember September 4, 1990

415/273-3266
TTY/839-6451

Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian 
National Park Service 
History Division (418)
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, D. C. 20013-7127 

Dear Mr. Bearss:

I was pleased to hear that the Advisory Board will consider 
designating the U.S.S. Potomac a National Historic Landmark at its 
meeting of September 19, 1990.

Work on the ship's restoration has proceeded very well and the 
plans for her use as an educational facility and museum are very 
exciting. This ship, which played such an important role in 
history as the presidential yacht of Franklin D. Roosevelt, will 
bring the history of that era alive to all future visitors.

I urge you to act favorably on designating the Potomac a National 
Historic Landmark. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

DICK SPEE£
Councilmember, District 4

DS:JB:jc

cc: Glenn Isaacson

L151-04

93

1990



Edward M. Kovach

GENERAL COUNSEL 
VICE PRESIDENT SECRETARY

PACIFIC MARITIME ASSOCIATION
635 SACRAMENTO STREET

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94U1 
(415) 576-3250

September 7, 1990

Mr. Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian 
National Park Service 
History Division (418)
P. O. Box 37127 
Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

Dear Mr. Bearss:

I am writing in support of the designation 
of the U.S.S. Potomac as a National Historic Land
mark.

This project has been a valuable under
taking on behalf of present and future generations 
of Americans. In order to help preserve the resto
ration which, after several years of dedicated work, 
is nearly completed, it would be appropriate to have 
this vessel designated a National Historic Landmark. 
Her purpose is to serve as an educational vessel and 
a floating museum that will recall and interpret the 
Franklin D. Roosevelt era and the role of the 
Presidential Yacht in history.

Thank you for your consideration.

Veg^ truly yours.

Edward M. Kovach

EMK:ea

cc: The Association for the
Preservation of the Presidential 
Yacht Potomoc



September 7, 1990

Mr. Edwin C. Bearss,
Chief Historian 

National Park Service, 
History Division (418) 

Post Office Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dear Mr. Bearss:

Through the efforts of a wonderful group of dedicated people the 
restoration of the USS Potomac, the vessel that my father used 
frequently during his administration, is nearing completion. It has 
been our purpose from the inception of this project that the Potomac 
serve as an educational facility and museum.

Throughout American history the private homes and personal retreats 
of Presidents have emerged as symbols of their greatness. Mount 
Vernon, Monticello, Camp David - these are tangible reminders of the 
heritage that is ours.

Today, whenever we enter a room where Lincoln walked the floor in 
thought, or touch the table where Jefferson rested his quill pen, we 
suddenly sense the grim responsibilities of their sacred trust. We 
feel in our own hearts the enormous challenge that was their daily 
regimen.

In much the same way, the USS Potomac stands as a symbol of the pivotal 
years when Franklin Delano Roosevelt led what he himself called "a 
stricken nation in the midst of a stricken world." It was a time when 
the American spirit was challenged almost beyond endurance. A time of 
frankness and vitality. It was then, and there, on the decks and in 
the staterooms of the Potomac, that great ideas were born. Decisions 
were shaped that would carry the nation through the dark realities of 
its darkest moments.

I wish that every American could^have spent time aboard the Potomac as 
I did during her historic years of Presidential service. Because of

JAMES ROOSEVELT & COMPANY
NEWPORT CENTER

567 SAN NICOLAS DRIVE • SUITE 106 • NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA 92660 • FAX 714/720-9476
714/720-7484
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Mr. Edwin C. Bearss, 
Chief Historian 

National Park Service, 
History Division (418) 

September 7, 1990 
Page 2.

the special meaning she had for my father, the Potomac was, and 
still is, an important landmark in our lives. Like all Americans 
who lived through those courageous times, we remember.

We cannot, we must not, forget the lessons of the past. We need to 
preserve and interpret the Roosevelt era for the general public and 
our school children in particular. Designation of the Potomac as a 
National Historical Landmark will ensure this important part of our 
history for generations to come.

My letter is written requesting your support so that my father's 
Floating White House, the USS Potomac, will receive this designation 
and become a National Historic Landmark.

Thanking you for your consideration, I remain.

Sincerely,

Jame's Roosevelt

JR: cf



PACIFIC MARITIME ASSOCIATION
63S SACRAMENTO STREET

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 94III 
(415) 576-3236

WILLIAM E. CODAY
PRESIDENT

September 10, 1990

Mr. E(iwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian 
National Park Service 
History Division (418)
P. O. Box 37127 
Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

Dear Mr. Bearss:

I am writing in support of the designation of 
the U.S.S. Potomac as a National Historic Landmark.

This project has been a valuable undertaking 
on behalf of present and future generations of 
Americans. In order to help preserve the restora
tion which, after several years of dedicated work, 
is nearly completed, it would be appropriate to have 
this vessel designated a National Historic Landmark. 
Her purpose is to serve as an educational vessel and 
a floating museum that will recall and interpret the 
Franklin D. Roosevelt era and the role of the 
Presidential Yacht in history.

Thank you for your consideration.

William E. Coday

The Association for the
Preservation of the
Presidential Yacht Potomac

SEP ^ 3 1990



NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

For Release

Anita Clevenger 202/208-7394

INTERIOR SECRETARY DESIGNATES 25 NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARKS

Secretary of the Interior Manuel Lujan today announced the 

designation of 25 National Historic Landmarks in 14 States, the 

District of Columbia and American Samoa. The newly-designated 

landmarks are in the States of Arizona, California, Florida, 

Illinois. Kansas. Massachusetts. Michigan. Mississippi. Missouri, 

New Jersey. New York, Pennsylvania. Texas and Wisconsin.

•‘These new National Historic Landmarks exemplify splendid 
preservation work being done^by concerned citizens, organizations. 
State and local government s,''Luj an said.

The National Park Service conducts the National^ Historic 
Landmarks Program to identify, designate, recognize, and protect 
buildings, structures, sites, and objects of national signi i .
These properties commemorate and illustrate the his ory o 
United States and territories.

The Historic Sites Act of 1935 authorized the Secretary of the 
Interior to recognize historic places judged to have exceptional 
value to the Nation. Landmark recognition encourages preservation 
efforts by State, local, and private agencies and groups. Once the 
SeLetary designates a National Historic Landmark. “
invited to apply for landmark recognition. This takes the form of 
a certificate signed by the Secretary and a bronze 
to the significance of the property. The owner agrees 
simple preservation precepts with respect to the property and 
receives^ technical advice and assistance from preservation expert
if needed.

-DOI-

(Attached is a list and description of the 25 designated National 

Historic Landmarks.)



Nat5-onal Historic Landmarks

1. WYCK. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Wyck is a rare example of a colonial type of structure that has 
been completely documented by nine generations of the same Quaker 
family. The house, outbuildings, and gardens, as well as the 
interior furnishings and record books, letters, etc., provide a 
vivid record of one family's way of life from the 18th to the 
20th century. It was altered in 1824 by William Strickland.

2. ST. ELIZABETH'S HOSPITAL. Washington, DC
Founded in 1852, St. Elizabeth's Hospital was the federal 
government's first mental hospital designed to care for the 
nation's mentally ill military personnel. The first medical 
superintendent was Charles H. Nichols, who collaborated with the 
social reformer Dorothea Dix to establish a model institution in 
the capitol city.

3. CRAFTSMAN FARMS. Parsippany-Troy Hills Township, New Jersey
Craftsman Farms is the former home and school of Gustav Stickley, 
one of the leaders of the Arts and Crafts movement in America. 
Established in 1908, the farm-school was in operation until 1915. 
Stickley produced a new architectural style and a strikingly 
simple kind of furniture that profoundly influenced taste at the 
beginning of the 20th century. His belief in simple design, 
natural materials and careful craftsmanship gave a lasting legacy 
to American architecture, interior design, and aesthetics.

4. WATTS TOWERS. Los Angeles, California
The Watts Towers can be described both as sculpture and as 
architecture. Primarily, they are among the finest examples of 
American naive art and have gained wide recognition by 
distinguished art historians, student of folklife, and the most 
sophisticated international critics. The untutored, semi
literate Italian immigrant Simon Rodia came to art in a totally 
spontaneous way and executed this complex sculpture over a 33- 
year period, (1921-1954). The Towers are of interest as 
engineering curiosities, for the two tallest towers most likely 
contain the longest slender reinforced concrete columns in the 
world constructed without bolts, welds, or rivets. The Towers 
resemble the portable festival towers of Nola, Italy, near 
Rodia's birthplace.
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5, HUDSON RIVER HISTORIC DISTRICT. Dutchess and Columbia Counties, 
New York

The Hudson Valley has a long and varied history. With its 
singular origins as a Dutch colony, its peculiar semi-feudal 
system of colonial government, its remarkable diverse ethnic 
populations and its rigid class structure,, the region holds a 
unique position in the settlement and social history of our 
nation. The origins of permanent settlement begin about 1688 and 
continue to the present time. The Hudson River Historic District 
is a 30 square-mile cultural landscape on the eastern shore of 
the Hudson River comprised of several villages that are 
traditional rural communities. It is also remarkable for the 
preservation of its aristocratic estates and gilded age mansions. 
These extraordinary county seats, joined with the sedate Dutch 
homesteads, rustic German tenant farms and industrious Yankee 
towns, create a rich landscape.

6. Berkeley. San Diego, California

Built in 1898, Berkeley is the oldest essentially unmodified 
passenger and car ferry in the United States, and is the best 
example of the three surviving propeller-driven ferries of the 
double-ended type—the best known American ferry type. In her 
60-year career. Berkeley survived basically unaltered and 
unmodified, hard worked in a rough service around the nationally- 
significant Port of San Francisco. Berkeley, alone of all 
American ferries, retains her original 19th-century steam plant 
without modification. Moored on the San Diego waterfront, she 
serves as a floating repository for the San Diego Maritime 
Museum's collections.

7. city of Milwaukee. Elbert, Michigan
Involved in cross-lake train car ferry service all of her working 
life (1931-1982), city of Milwaukee is the sole surviving example 
of a pre-1940 "classic"-period Great Lakes car ferry. She 
embodies the distinctive characteristics of these specialized 
craft and possesses all the historic features associated with 
these vessels. She is presently docked at the Marine Terminal 
Railyard of the Ann Arbor Railroad where cross-lake ferry service 
began nearly 100 years ago.
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8. Lane victory. San Pedro, California

The Victory ships entered World War II ferrying supplies and 
troops to European and Pacific theaters. As the last Victory 
ship to retain integrity of original design and as best 
representative of her class. Lane Victory has been designated a 
memorial to the Merchant Marine veterans of World War II.

Ernestina. New Bedford, Massachusetts
Built in 1894, the schooner Ernestina is the oldest surviving 
Grand Banks fishing schooner; the only surviving 19th-century 
Gloucester-built fishing schooner; one of two remaining examples 
of the Fredonia-stvle schooners (the other being the National 
Historic Landmark Lettie G. Howard), the most famous American 
fishing vessel type; the only offshore example of that type; and 
one of two sailing Arctic exploration vessels left afloat in the 
United States (the other being the National Historic Landmark 
Bowdoin). Today Ernestina regularly sails the New England coast 
on educational cruises.

Potomac. Stockton, California
One of three surviving major vessels used as presidential yachts, 
Potomac served only one president. She was used by President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt between 1936-1945 and was a major 
symbol of his presidency. Presidential briefings, meetings, and 
decisions were made on board Potomac. Potomac provided 
transportation to a rendezvous with Winston Churchill to arrange 
the Atlantic Charter in 1940. Restored to her circa 1939 
appearance, Potomac will soon commence operation as a working 
museum vessel.

11. Ellaaa. Galveston, Texas
Built in 1877, the bark Elissa is the second oldest operational 
sailing vessel in the world and one of the three oldest merchant 
vessels still afloat. Open and accessible to the public, Elissa 
allows visitors to participate as working crew members, providing 
a firsthand perspective on square-riggers, maritime culture, 
seafaring, and maritime preservation, and in doing so, keeps 
alive square-rigger technology, maritime lore, and language of 
the sea in a real, working context.
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12. Ybor City Historic District, Tampa, Florida

Nationally significant in Spanish- and Cuban-Amerlcan immigration history, the 
Ybor City Historic District is also of national importance in American 
industrial history, for it contains the largest collection of buildings 
related to the cigar industry in America and probably the world. In addition 
to factories, these include workers' housing; the ethnic clubsTorganized by 
the Ybor City's immigrants, including Italians and Germans, as well as Cubans 
and Spaniards; and the commercial buildings that served the coiraunity. Most 
buildings date to the first two decades of the 20th century. listorically,
Ybor City, founded in 1886, was a rare multi-ethnic and multi-'acial industrial 
community in the Deep South and is highly illustrative of manifold aspects of 
the history of ethnic and race relations.

Locke Historic District, Sacramento, California

Locke, founded in 1915, is the largest and most intact surviving example of 
an historic rural Chinese-American community in the United States, including 
more than 50 commercial and residential frame buildings in simple but picturesque 
style. Locke is the only such community remaining in the Sacraraento-San 
Joaquin River delta, which was a particularly important area Of rural Chinese 
settlement. Immigrant Chinese long could not own land in California, and 
Locke, like the many communities that have perished, has followed this pattern 
to the present. The future of this community of fragile buildings is far 
from assured; fewer and fewer Chinese live there, and it has become the 
subject of heavy tourist visitation, as well as sporadic development proposals.

Harada House, Riverside, California

The Harada House, an architecturally plain residence near downtown Riverside, 
was the object of the first test of the constitutionality of an alien land 
law in the United States. California v. Harada (1916-18), in which the right 
of native-born citizens of the United States, albeit minors, to own land, was 
upheld, was directly associated with Japanese-Amerlcans, but is Important to 
all Americans of immigrant heritage. The internment of the Harada family 
during World War II illustrates another aspect of America's troubled dealings 
with her Japanese-American citizens* The house is still owned by a member of 
the family.

Namur Historic DistrictDoor County, Wisconsin

The Namur Historic District is in northeastern Wisconsin in the area that 
contains the Nation's largest rural settlement of that nationality. The 
district contains the largest known concentration in the United States of 
Belgian-influenced farmsteads, other rural buildings, and landscape features. 
Although Belgian settlement in the area dates to the 1850s, most of the 
buildings were constructed in the decades immediately after the great 
Peshtigo fire of 1871. Namur is a lively ethnic enclave where French is 
still spoke with a Walloon accent, and where the heritage of the area is 
evident in food and ethnic festivals.
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16. Modjeska House, Orange County. California

Madame Helena Modejeska, the internationally renowned Shakespearean actress 
and Polish patriot, was one of the first "stars" to settle xn Southern 
California. The Modjeska House, on the ranch she dubbed 
Arden," after the scene of Shakespeare’s As You Like_It was 
home, from 1888 until 1906, during her long years of exile.
her architect friend Stanford White, the house has recently been restored by 
Orange County as an historic park.

17. Fourth Street (Golda Heir School). Milwaukee. Wisconsin

Mrs. Golda Meir, who ended her service to Israel as Prime Minister (1969-74), 
was one of the world's most prominent women, but she had, some six decades 
earlier, been a immigrant Russian Jewish schoolgirl in Milwaukee, ^s a 
one-time American, she became the strongest living 
two adopted nations and with her coreligionists in^America.
Street School, which she attended in 1906-12, is the ®
associated with any appreciable part of her 15 years in the United States.
AS Prime tiinister, on a state visit, Mrs. Meir was received at her old school, 
which continues to serve Milwaukee students today.

18. Warkentin Farm. Halsted, Harvey County, Kansas
Rernhard Warkentin (1847-1908) was a nationally significant figure in the 
history of American immigration for promoting German ""
in the Central Great Plains region of the United States, and in the his y 
agriculture for introducing and improving Central European wheat^varieties 
that revolutionized American grain production. Warkentin owned this p p y hi. death, thi house he bulU io 1084 still -“nds along utth 
other fan. buildings and sooie of the plots used In his wheat hybridisation 
experiments. The Warkentin Farm is privately owned.

19^ Old Mississippi State Capitol, Jackson, Mississippi

Although of interest for its architecture, for it 
Nichols, the building, like many State capitols. 
major national historical significance arises from its
historical events,,the most important of which was the enactment of a p 
hensive system of disenfranchisement of Blacks by the State Constitution 
approved by the legislature in 1390, which was widely emulated in other 
Southern States. The building, which served as the State capxtol from 1839 
to 1903, was restored as the State Historical Museum in 1959-61.

20. Shelley House. St. Louis City, Missouri

The Shelley House is half of a typical St. Louis two-family flat built in 
1906, but it is nationally important in African-American history and in law, 
as the home of the plaintiffs in the landmark case of Shellex.
(1948), the case in which the U.S. Supreme Court ruled unconstitutional the 
enforcement of racial restrictive covenants in housing. Because the decision 
applied not only to Black Americans, but to all who were discriminated^against 
in housing, it has direct and powerful meaning for all
and minority heritage. The Shelleys no longer own the house, but it is still 
in private hands.
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7.1. WAGNER FREE INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Originally begun in 1860, the Wagner Free Institute is a two- 
story free-standing building containing a gallery for exhibits, 
offices, classrooms, a library and large lecture hall and is 
characteristic of mid-nineteenth century institutional 
architecture. The creation of Philadelphia merchant, 
philanthropist and amateur scientist William Wagner, the 
Institute is an unparalleled survivor of a virtually extinct 
institution: the scientific society of the nineteenth century.
The building, collections and the exhibits themselves are 
virtually unchanged from the turn of the century providing a 
unique example of an intact Victorian museum. The Wagner 
Institute is also distinguished by its association with Dr.
Joseph Leidy, one of the most significant biologists of the 
nineteenth centuiry, who served as president of its faculty for 
the last six years of his life. It was also one of the earliest 
proponents of adult education in the county.

22. CROW ISTAND SCHOOL, winnetka, Illinois
Resembling schools familiar to most adult Americans today. Crow 
Island school, built in 1940, was the model for the revolutionary 
Winnetka Plan. Built to embody the educational philosophy of 
Charleton Washburne, the city's school superintendent, 1919-1943, 
the school brought to the public sector the ideas of progressive 
education—grade level zoning, child—scale furniture, self- 
contained classrooms, flexible spaces, classroom access to the 
outside—in short, the child—centers^ school. The Crow Island 
School model gained broad public acceptance in large measure due 
to the reputation of its architects Eliel and Eero Saarinen and 
the energy of the architectural firm of Perkins, Wheeler, and 
will which spread the design nationwide by its many commissions.

23. GOVERNMENT HOUSE. Pago Pago, Mierican Samoa
The most visible and enduring land-based symbol of the projection 
of American naval and diplomatic might in the South Pacific, 
Government House, the commandant's house of the U.S. Naval 
Station, Tutuila, was built in 1903, shortly after the partition 
of Samoa and U.S. annexation of Eastern (American) Samoa in 1900* 
Samoa was a strategic Pacific naval base, or "coaling station, 
for the Navy that was critical to America's ascendancy as a world 
power, and Government House became the United States' sole 
diplomatic outpost in the South Pacific in peacetime and through 
two world wars. During World War II American Samoa formed the 
critical link in the Allies' Pacific lifeline to Australia and 
New Zealand, and the magnificent harbor of Pago Pago was a safe 
haven for the Allied armada. Since 1951 Government House has 
been the official residence for the civilian governors of 
American Samoa.
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San Cayetano de Calabazas , Arizona

The archelogical site of San Cayetano de Calabazas in southern Arizona is the remains of 
a complex series of religious, governmental, and military occupations begun in 1756 by 
Spanish missionaries. It is nationally significant as art important part of the 
northernmost mission district established by Jesuits. It consists of adobe and stone ruins 
and intact archeological deposits of the best preserved example of a visita, or "visiting 
station," in the United States. Vlsitas were fundamental links in the Spanish effort to 
acculturate Native Americans to the colonial society of New Spain.

Jaketown , Mississippi

The Jaketown archeological site in northwestern Mississippi is the remains of a complex 
regional trade center dating from 2000-600 B.C., an era known as the Poverty Point 
Period within the Late Archaic prehistory of the United States. It is nationally 
significant as a settlement important in trade in raw materials and manufacture of 
finished items distributed throughout the Eastern United States. It consists of deeply 
stratified archeological deposits, well-preserved earthen mounds, and midden features 
which represent extensive and intensive occuption over a long period.

- 7 -



Q
United States Department of the Interior

IN REPLY REFER TO;

H30C418)

Memorandum

To:

Through:

From:

NATIONAL PARK SERV^
P.O. BOX 37127 

WASHINGTON, D.C 20013-7

1 4 NOV 1990

Secretary

Deputy Assistant Secretaif-y fc 
Parks

Director, National Paik Service

Subject Summary: Designation of 25 pro^
Historic Landmarks--R€ 
Action

Discussion: At a meeting on October 24,
System Advisory Board recommended desigr 
properties as National Historic Landmark

ARCHITECTURAL PROPERTIES

1 . WYCK, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
2. ST. ELIZABETHS HOSPITAL, Washington,
3. CRAFTSMAN FARMS, Parsippany-Troy Hil
4. WATTS TOWERS, Los Angeles, Californi
5. HUDSON RIVER HISTORIC DISTRICT, New

MARITIME THEME STUDY

r

CE

127

r Fish and Wildlife and

9-^
parties as National 
quest for Secretarial

1990, the National Park 
ation of the following
s:

DC
Is, New Jersey 
a
York

1. BERKELEY. San Diego, California
2. CITY OF MILWAUKEE. Elberta, Michigan!
3. LANE VICTORY. San Pedro, California
4. ERNESTINA. New Bedford, Massachusetts
5. POTO^C. Oakland, California
6. ELISSAr Galveston, Texas

ETHNIC THEME STUDY

1 . YBOR CITY HISTORIC DISTRICT, Tampa, Florida
2. LOCKE HISTORIC DISTRICT, Locke, California
3. HARADA HOUSE, Riverside, California
4. NAMUR HISTORIC DISTRICT, Door County, Wisconsin
5. MODJESKA HOUSE, Orange County, Califbrnia
6. MEIR SCHOOL, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Prepared by: Patty Henry ext: 343- 3172



N

7. WARKENTIN FARM, Hals ted, Kansas
8. OLD MISSISSIPPI STATE CAPITOL, Jacksc
9. SHELLEY HOUSE, St. Louis, Missouri

INDIVIDUAL SITES

n, Mississippi

1. WAGNER FREE INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
2. CROW ISLAND SCHOOL, Winnetka, Illinois
3. GOVERNMENT HOUSE, American Samoa

ARCHEOLOGICAL PROPERTIES

1 . 
2.

SAN CAYETANO DE CALABAZAS, Santa Cruz
JAKETOWN SITE, Humphreys County, Missjissippi

County, Arizona

In accordance with National Historic Landmarks Program 
regulations, the Board reviewed the studies nominating these 
properties for Landmark status and found that the properties meet 
Historic Landmarks Program criteria. The Board, therefore, voted 
to recommend that they be designated as National Historic 
Landmarks. None of the parties required |to be notified of a 
Landmark nomination proposal objects to these nominations.

I recommend that you approve the Board's recommendation and
designate as National Historic Landmarks 
above.

,Disapp 

Date

the 25 properties listed

Approv

14, 1990
cove

Attachments



PRIORITY
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
OFFICE OF LEGISLATION

May 14, 1991 ki 5 1991

To: Chief, History Division

From: Dorothy Whitehead, Legislative Affairs Specialist

Subject: Legislative Referral “ HR1789 USS Potomac NHS

The Secretary of the Interior has been requested to submit his 
recommendations to the Congress/Office of Management and Budget 
on the attached. Please deliver your COMMENTS to room 3213 
by the due date noted below.

If your office has NO COMMENT, please have the reviewer surname 
this form and return the form to room 3213.

Due Date: June 3



H34(418) JUN 5 1991

ManorandiJin

Tb:

Rrom:

Subj ect:

Chief, Office of Legislative and Congressional Affairs 

Chief HlstOTianf

USS Potomac National Historic(al) Site (H.R. 1789)*

We have significant reservations about the subject bill, as noted below. 
We suspect Planning and Operations will also have major concerns.

Rationale for Selection:

The inclusion of Potomac in the System is quite likely to pose the issue 
of comparable status for Sequoia. Both Potomac and Sequoia have been 
designated National Historic Landmarks. Potomac is berthed in Oakland,
Calif., Sequoia at present in Norfolk, Va.

Our National Historic Landmark study of Presidential yachts, presented to 
the Advisory Board in the fall of 1987, concluded that Sequoia "clearly 
has the longest \ise and greatest associations;" it was designated in 
Decenber of that year. Action on Potomac was deferred, in light of its 
pending restoration. When reconsidered by the Board in the fall of 1990, 
after restoration, Potomac was favorably recommended and designated by 
the Secretary in December 1990.

Neither yacht is required to provide representation in the National Park 
System for the Presidents vfoo used them. Both do have elements of significance 
for their use by Presidents Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry Ttiraian during 
World War II.

The Presidential Yacht Trust, Inc., vhich restored Sequoia, has experienced 
severe financial difficulties. Sequoia is being held in a shipyard and 
its future ownership is in doubt. Potomac, on the other hand, is being 
administered by the Association for the Preservation of the Presidential 
Yacht Potomac and does not appear to be in imminent threat.

Separate Historic Site Status vs. San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park:

The provision of yachts for the Presidents has occasioned controversy on 
grounds of cost and appropriateness at times. President Carter, for 
example, sold Seqix)ia as an economy measure.

*A "site" is properly "historic" rather than "historical." No vessel 
has ever been designated a "national historic site," nor would such 
designation seem appropriate.



Congress needs tx) decide whether it is appropriate for the National Park 
Service to place so much focus on a single vessel of this type. Perhaps 
including Potomac in the collection of San Francisco Maritime National 
Historical Park across the Bay would be more cost-effective, taking 
account of the fact that berthing in Oakland would require acquiring or 
leasing Rjosevelt Pier and adjacent land for a visitor center. Neither 
history nor management efficiency dictates Oakland as the setting.

This proposal might stir up cross-Bay rivalries, but it is hard to justify 
establishing a separate unit for a single vessel in Oakland when adequate 
funding has still not been provided for the collection at the San Francisco 
Maritime National Historical Park.

Operational Demands:

The bill calls on the Service not merely to maintain and exhibit Potomac 
but to keep her in operational readiness and conduct periodic cruises.
This is an unreasonable requirement unless Congress is prepared to fund 
the National Park Service "navy" at an appropriate level.

cc: all w/copies of bill
001 
400
418 USS Potomac (NHL)
418 USS Seqijoia (NHL)
418 Levy 
418 Charleton 
418 Butow®l^y 
418 Clifford 

WRO(RD)
Supt., National Maritime Maseum 

760 Associate Director Galvin

JHCharleton:5/31/91 
Charleton's disk 8















H34(418)
JUN 1 0 1991

Mr. Charles R. Roberts 
Acting Executive Director 
Port of Oakland 
P.O. Box 2064 
Oakland, California 94604

Dear Mr. Roberts:

I am pleased to inform you that the property identified on the 
enclosed sheet has been found to possess national significance in 
the history of the United States. As a result, the Secretary of 
the Interior has designated it a National Historic Landmark.

The purpose of landmark designation is to identify and recognize 
nationally significant sites and to encourage their owners to 
preserve them. Landmarks are chosen after careful study by the 
National Park Service. They are evaluated by the National Park 
System Advisory Board and designated by the Secretary of the 
Interior in accordance with the Historic Sites Act of 1935 and 
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.

Designation as a National Historic Landmark automatically places 
a property in the National Register of Historic Places, if it is 
not already so listed, and extends to it the safeguards and 
benefits provided by the National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966 and other Federal laws protecting historic properties.

We are pleased to include this property on the roll of National 
Historic Landmarks as a significant representative of our 
Nation's heritage.

Sincerely,

Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian

Enclosure



The Secretary of the Interior designated the following property a 
National Historic Landmark on December 14, 1990:

D.S.S. POTOMAC (Presidential Yacht Potomac)
Oakland, California

A certificate attesting to the national significance of the 
property and the Secretary's designation of it as a National 
Historic Landmark will be sent to you, as the owner. You are 
also eligible to receive a bronze plaque to commemorate its 
designation. Copies of the plaque application form are enclosed.
Please complete the form in triplicate and return two copies to 

”-"-ional Historic Landmarks Coordinator identified 
You may retain the third copy for your records.form.

Unless you specify otherwise, both the certificate and the plaque 
will bear the name of the property as it appears above. Both 
plaque and certificate have standard texts, except for the name 
of the property (a maximum of two lines) and the year of 
designation, which appears on the plaque. If you have questions 
about the certificate or plaque, such as the precise text to 
appear, please contact the National Historic Landmarks 
Coordinator identified on the form.
The National Park Service will be pleased to assist you if you 
wish to arrange a ceremony for the presentation of the plaque. 
Such a ceremony should be scheduled a minimum of several months 
after notice of designation to provide time to cast the plaque 
and to arrange the participation of appropriate officials in the 

ceremony.



H34(418) JUN I I 1991

Mrs. Kathryn Gualtieri 
Office of Historic Preservation 
Department of Parks & Recreation 
P.O. Box 942896
Sacramento, California 94296-0001 

Dear Mrs. Gualtieri:

I am pleased to inform you that the properties identified on the 
enclosed sheet have been found to possess national significance 
in the history of the United States. As a result, the Secretary 
of the Interior has designated them National Historic Landmarks.

The purpose of landmark designation is to identify and recognize 
nationally significant sites and to encourage their owners to 
preserve them. Landmarks are chosen after careful study by the 
National Park Service. They are evaluated by the National Park 
System Advisory Board and designated by the Secretary of the 
Interior in accordance with the Historic Sites Act of 1935 and 
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.

Designation as a National Historic Landmark automatically places 
a property in the National Register of Historic Places, if it is 
not already so listed, and extends to it the safeguards and 
benefits provided by the National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966 and other Federal laws protecting historic properties.

We are pleased to include these properties on the roll of 
National Historic Landmarks as significant representatives of our 
Nation's heritage.

Sincerely,

Edwin C. Bearss 
Chief Historian

Enclosure



The Secretary of the Interior designated the following properties 
National Historic Landmarks on December 14, 1990:

BERKELEY (Ferryboat), San Diego, California
HARADA HOUSE, Riverside, California
LANE VICTORY. San Pedro, California
LOCKE HISTORIC DISTRICT, Locke, California
MODJESKA HOUSE, Orange County, California
POTOMAC. Oakland, California
WATTS TOWERS, Los Angeles, California

The owner of a Landmark receives a certificate of designation, 
and, upon application, will also be awarded a bronze plaque. We 
are notifying each owner of their property's designation and 
providing the appropriate application forms.

cc: 80C0
001 
400 
418 
418 
418 
418 
418 
418 
418 
418 
418

418

(WRO) M. Pepin-Donat
RF
RF
Maritime Initiative
Charleton
Pitts
Maritime Theme Study (NHL Pending) 
BERKELEY (Ferryboat) (NHL)
HARADA HOUSE (NHL)
LANE VICTORY (NHL)
LOCKE HISTORIC DISTRICT (NHL) 
MODJESKA HOUSE (NHL)
POTOMAC (NHL) I 
WATTS TOWERS (NHL)

PHenry:02/02/91
HENRY NOTICE LETTERS/Spring '91;ca-shpo.ltr



JUN 2 4 1991

H34(418)

Honorable Ronald V. Dellums 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Dellums:
I am pleased to inform you that the property identified on the 
enclosed sheet has been found to possess national significance in 
the history of the United States. As a result, the Secretary of 
the Interior has designated it a National Historic Landmark.

The purpose of landmark designation is to identify and recognize 
nationally significant sites and to encourage their owners to 
preserve them. Landmarks are chosen after careful study by the 
National Park Service. They are evaluated by the National Park 
System Advisory Board and designated by the Secretary of the 
Interior in accordance with the Historic Sites Act of 1935 and 
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.

Designation as a National Historic Landmark automatically places 
a property in the National Register of Historic Places, if it is 
not already so listed, and extends to it the safeguards and 
benefits provided by the National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966 and other Federal laws protecting historic properties.

We are pleased to include this property on the roll of National 
Historic Landmarks as a significant representative of our 
Nation's heritage.

Sincerely,
s/ James M. Ridenour

James M. Ridenour 
Director

Enclosure



The Secretary of the Interior designated the following property a 
National Historic Landmark on December 14, 1990;

U.S.8. POTOMAC (Presidential Yacht Potomac).
Oakland, California

The owner of a Landmark receives a certificate of designation, 
and, upon application, will also be awarded a bronze plaque. We 
are notifying the owner of the property's designation and 
providing the appropriate application forms.

SIMILAR LETTERS SENT TO;

Honorable Ronald V. Dellums 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515

Honorable Fortney Pete Stark 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515

cc; 8000 (WRO) M. Pepin-Donat 
001 RF 
400 RF 
190 CL
418 Maritime Initiative 
418 Maritime Theme Study (NHL Pending) 
p|9 Potomac tgresidiwitial Yachted Potoaael (IWUf

PHenry;02/02/91
HENRY NOTICE LETTERS:poto-rep. Itr



JUN 2 4 1991

H34 (418) 1'V
Honorable Alan Cranston 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Cranston:
I am pleased to inform you that the properties identified on the 
enclosed sheet have been found to possess national significance 
in the history of the United States. As a result, the Secretary 
of the Interior has designated them National Historic Landmarks.

The purpose of landmark designation is to identify and recognize 
nationally significant sites and to encourage their owners to 
preserve them. Landmarks are chosen after careful study by the 
National Park Service. They are evaluated by the National Park 
System Advisory Board and designated by the Secretary of the 
Interior in accordance with the Historic Sites Act of 1935 and 
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966.

Designation as a National Historic Landmark automatically places 
a property in the National Register of Historic Places, if it is 
not already so listed, and extends to it the safeguards and 
benefits provided by the National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966 and other Federal laws protecting historic properties.

We are pleased to include these properties on the roll of 
National Historic Landmarks as significant representatives of our 
Nation's heritage.

Sincerely,

s/ Jaaues M. Bidenoui’

James M. Ridenour 
Director

Enclosure



The Secretary of the Interior designated the following properties 
National Historic Landmarks on December 14, 1990:

BERKELEY (Ferryboat), San Diego, California
HARADA HOUSE, Riverside, California
LANE VICTORY. San Pedro, California
LOCKE HISTORIC DISTRICT, Locke, California
MODJESKA HOUSE, Orange County, California
POTOMAC. Oakland, California
WATTS TOWERS, Los Angeles, California

The owner of a Landmark receives a certificate of designation, 
and, upon application, will also be awarded a bronze plaque. We 
are notifying each owner of their property's designation and 
providing the appropriate application forms.

SIMILAR LETTERS SENT TO:

Honorable Alan Cranston 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable John Seymour 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510

cc: 8000 (WRO) M. Pepin-Donat
001 RF 
400 RF 
190 CL 
418 Delgado 
418 Charleton 
418 Pitts
418 Maritime Theme Study 
418 BERKELEY (Ferryboat)
418 HARADA HOUSE (NHL)
418 LANE VICTORY (NHL)
418 LOCKE HISTORIC DISTRICT 
418 MODJESKA HOUSE (NHL)
418 POTOMAC (NHL) »
418 WATTS TOWERS (NHL)

(NHL Pending) 
(NHL)

(NHL)

PHenry:01/02/91
HENRY NOTICE LETTERS/SPRING •91:CA-SENS.LTR
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H30(418)

Memorandum

mar 1 8 1992 ^Yv[W

s I n
To:

From:

Chief, Park Planning and Protection Division 
Attention: John Coates

Associate Director, Cultural Resources

Subject: Review of the Preliminary Assessment, H.R. 1789,
Proposed USS Potomac National Historic Site

Thank you for giving my office the opportunity to review and 
comment on the subject draft. We applaud its objective and 
clear-headed approach to the issues and wish to compliment those 
responsible.

Chief Historian Bearss suggests that the Management Alternatives 
section of this Assessment include explicit consideration of 
berthing Potomac at the San Francisco Maritime National 
Historical Park. It would seem that this alternative would 
lessen management inefficiencies.

Just as this assessment indicates that identifying hazardous 
materials at the proposed visitor center site is a concern, it 
should indicate how we will evaluate the potential that National 
Register-eligible archeological resources may exist at that site, 
and how we will meet our responsibilities to assess whether there 
are adjacent Register-eligible properties that might be affected 
by proposed construction. He would emphasize the importance of 
early and continuing discussion of this proposal with 
California's State Historic Preservation Officer as it develops.

Chief Anthropologist Scovill notes:

Cultural Anthropoloav/Ethnoaraphv

This document has not been reviewed for cultural anthropology/ 
ethnography program concerns.



Archeology

We have reviewed the subject plan for archeological program 
concerns and have no comments to offer.

Additional, mainly editorial, comments are indicated on the 
attached copy of the draft.

/Sgd/Jerry L. Rogers

Attachment

cc: 001 RF; 400 RF; 408
418 Park Pending files: USS Potomac (NHL)
418 NHL files: USS Potomac
422; 434; 418 Charleton

Feller disk 10, item Potomac.MMO 
LFeller:kb:3/6/92



JAMES ROOSEVELT
BRIGADIER GENERAL, USMC (RET)

Dear Fellow Raider:

It has been 42 years since I had the privilege of serving with 
you in the Marine Raiders. I miss seeing each of you, but I am 
deeply honored to be assisting our Association with the U.S. Marine 
Raider Commemorative Gung Ho Knife project.

This Raider Gung Ho project was conceived under the presidency 
of "Stormy" Sexton. Bob Mathews, our new president, has really put 
his shoulder to the wheel in making it become a reality. Last, but 
not least, it was Raider Director, Rudy Rosenquist, who came up 
with the idea and who persuaded The American Historical Foundation 
to carry the full burden and risk on the project. Rudy has 
personally spent hundreds of hours on this.

The Gung Ho Knife is a very special reissue of the first 
fighting/utility knife we Raiders were able to obtain. The massive 
Bowie served us well as both weapon and survival tool.

This project brings back memories for me. I remember a 
discussion I had with Colonel Carlson about its capabilities and 
how it could be of use to us Raiders. It was an Invaluable weapon 
for hand-to-hand combat, particularly in the jungle areas of the 
South Pacific. I am delighted that so much research is being done 
on the Gung Ho Knife. It is of great interest and much importance 
to Marine Corps history.

The project is particularly important as a lasting symbol for 
each of you to pass along to future generations of your family— 
especially if you have your name and serial number engraved on the 
blade reverse.

I also commend the Foundation for the special price to Raiders 
of $225, a savings of $20 to each Raider.

I encourage you to give this program the strong support it 
deserves. A portion of the proceeds of each knife sold to Raiders, 
Members of The American Historical Foundation and to the genereil

(over)



public will be contributed to our U.S. Marine Raider Association.

I send to each and every one of you my warmest regards. And, 
fellow Raiders, let me close with a stanza from the poem, "The Last 
of the Raiders", written when we were disbanded:

"Well boys, hang up your boots to rot 
And throw your knives beneath the cot 

They’re doing away with the best they’ve got 
For we’re the last of the Raiders.

We are the last of the Raiders.

Jamtfs Roosevelt 
Past President,

JR/ef
U.S. Marine Raider Association



'm
The American Historical Foundation

Throughout the 30-day guerrilla campaign behind enemy lines on 
Guadalcanal, this Gung Ho Knife proved to be the greatest, most 
versatile single tool and weapon a..J^ider possessed...in (our) 
daily battles with the jungle and the enemy."

U.S. Marine Raider Association

Dear Member;

Gung Ho!

You've heard that expression a thousand times—especially in the military. 
It has found such wide usage that it is even listed in Webster's dictionary. 
There it is described: "Chinese for 'work together' (a U.S. Marine slogan of 
World War ID."

Specific^ally, it was the battle cry of one of the most famous elite 
force units of World War II—the U.S. Marine Raiders.

And, appropriately, the Raiders named their massive, fighting/survival 
knife the "Gung Ho Knife". It was the biggest U.S. military Bowie-type knife 
of the twentieth century.

Now, 40 years after the war,the U.S. Marine Raider Association and our 
organization are proud to introduce the Marine Raider Commemorative 
Gung Ho Knife. Available exclusively from the Foundation, the Gung Ho is 
symbolic of those gallant Marines who served America as Raiders.

As a Foundation Member, you have advance notice of this project so you 
can sign up ahead of the general public, to get a lower serial number and 
better delivery.

I have had the privilege of getting to know many of the Raiders, and I 
am proud to report that they have bestowed upon me the title of "Honorary 
Raider".

Let me briefly tell you about the Raiders and how '\3ung Ho" was made a 
part of our military language by them—then about this fearsome Gung Ho Knife.

Formed in the dark days of February, 1942, the Raiders were organized and 
trained along the lines of the British Commandos to carry the fight to the 
Japanese. Raiders were special Marines, who volunteered for duty that 
promised dangerous missions behind enemy lines. Through individual acts of 
bravery. Raiders won eight Medals of Honor, 90 Navy Crosses or Distinguished 
Service Crosses and numerous Silver Stars, Bronze Stars and Purple Hearts.
The Raiders were the first American ground forces to take the offensive, the 
first to inflict a land defeat on the Japanese and, in the finest traditions



of the Marine Corps, first to fight. They were hand-picked men, selected for 
their fighting spirit, and they were specially trained and equipped with 
unusual weapons.

The Marine Corps assigned special officers to command these elite 
Marines. The President, Franklin D. Roosevelt, took a personal interest in 
the formation of America's first elite strike force of World War II. He 
became involved to the point that his son, "Jimmy", was assigned as Executive 
Officer of the 2nd Raider Battalion.

The Corps also assigned one of its most unconventional officers to 
command the 2nd Raiders—Lt. Col. Evans Fordyce Carlson.

As a boy of 16, Carlson had enlisted in the U.S. Army and was wounded in 
France during World War I. After serving seven years in the Army and having 
risen to commissioned rank, Carlson inexplicably enlisted in the Marines as a 
private in 1922.

In the Corps, Carlson was promoted to Lieutenant after a year. After 
taking a stab at flight training, he was transferred to China for legation 
duty. Returning from the Orient, Carlson won the Navy Cross in Nicaragua 
in 1931. Between 1933 and 1935, Carlson was back in China as an observer 
to Mao Tse Tung's 8th Route Army in action against the Japanese. After 
resigning from the Marines in 1939 he sp^t several years in China until he 
re-entered the Corps as a reserve major in 1941.

In China, Carlson had seen the raggedly 
equipped Chinese fight outnumbered 
and win against the mighty Japanese 
Army due to the team spirit of working 
together. When Carlson formed up his 
Raiders he observed;

"The Chinese have two words for 
'working together': Gung, meaning 
'work'; Ho, meaning 'harmony'...! 
propose that Gung Ho be the spirit—

^ , and the slogan—of our Raider Battalion*

"Gung Ho," to Carlson, wais a battle cry. 
It came to exemplify the fighting spirit 
of the Raiders, to rally them in action 
and to inspire them in the heat and 
exhaustion of combat. It sustained them 

at Midway, Makin, Tulagi, Guadalcanal, the Russells, New Georgia and 
Bougainville. They endured hardship because they were GUD3 IJQ«.

This term for "working together" became associated over time with a single 
piece of the numerous special items'issued to the Raiders. In the Fall of 
1942 at Camp Catlin, Hawaii, the Raiders were issued 1,000 large 
knives. These knives were massive, classic American clip-point Bowies made 
and manufactured by Collins & Co. of Hartford, Connecticut.

The blades were 9 1/4" to 9 1/2" in length with a 2" width at the widest 
point. Each was subtly different due to final hand grinding. Along both

Colonel Carlson (L) and Major Roosevelt just 
after the Makin Island Raid of 17-18 August 1942.



sides of the blade were two shallow "fullers" made to strengthen the blade 
(they were not "blood grooves" as some people mistakingly call them). Some 
had green cowhorn grips, and others had black phenolic grips. They were 
formed in a two-piece "bird's head" profile and were attached to the tang 
with five rivets. A 4 1/4" cast brass crossguard with tapered quillons and 
ball finials was force fitted onto the tapered tang.

The Gung Ho Knife was a massive slab of steel. It was designed to be 
blade-heavy to maximize its efficiency in chopping or slashing. It was one 
of the few knives that could open a coconut with a single blow.

No one seems to know when or where Colonel c:arlson made the selection of 
this massive knife, but Major (later. Brigadier General) Roosevelt clearly 
remembers discussing the merits of it with Colonel Carlson.

*******

Now, more than a generation later, the surviving Marine Raiders are 
officially re-issuing the U.S. Marine Raider Commemorative Gung Ho Knife, 
under the auspices of our Foundation.

This impressive, limited edition reissue is 14" in length and weighs more 
than a pound. It is reminiscent of the huge Bowies Americans have always 
preferred for close combat since the Mexican and Civil Wars, except that the 
details and workmanship are museum quality;

o Deeply etched across the 91/4" blade are; a panoply of oak
leaves; the organizational dates of the Raiders; the battle cry,
"Gung Ho"; the numbers of all four Raider battalions; and the 
crossed lightning bolt and Gung Ho Knife superimposed by the 
skull—a symbol originally used at Camp Gung Ho on Guadalcanal.

o Each commemorative is bench-made in the USA, using all American- 
made materials, under the authorization of the original wartime 
maker, Collins & Co. (now a division of Mann Edge Tool Company).
The blade reverse bears the original "Collins & Cto.—Legitimus—
No. 18—Made in USA" trademark.

o The crossguard, the same shape and size as the original, is 
24-karat gold plated fine pewter, cast with the oak leaf ^d 
acorn design found on the hilts of U.S. Marine (Zorps Officer 
and Staff NCO swords. The initials "U.S.M.C." are cut in deep 
relief on the display side of the guard.

o The grip is made of highly polished rosewood laminates and 
contrasts sharply with the black and gold-plated, fired-enamel 
cloisonne medallion bearing the eagle, globe and anchor, the 
title "U.S. Marine Raiders" and their motto, "Gung Ho".

This knife is a stunning addition to any collection.

For display or storage, a case as large and imposing as the Gung Ho 
Knife itself is available. Measuring 18" x 7" x 2 1/2", the case is made of 
furniture-finished mahogany and is fitted and lined with Marine Corps scarlet



velvet. It also has a Marine Raider insignia mounted in the inner lid.

A Raider Association Director, Rudy Rosenquist, and I had the honor of 
meeting with the Commandant of the Marine Corps, General P. X. Kelley. As you 
might expect, he is a real gentleman, and he is a firm believer in the 
importance of issuing knives to military personnel. On 15 July 1985 we 
presented the Commandant with Serial No. 1 of the limited edition on behalf 
of the Foundation and the U.S. Marine Raider Association.

Availability is limited to 2500 serially numbered knives. Each knife is 
numbered from 0001 to 2500 and comes complete with a Certificate of 
Authenticity attesting to the authorization of the U.S. Marine Raider 
Association and Collins & Co. and to the purity of the 24-karat 
gold plating. The certificate is numbered to match the serial number on 
the knife.

You will own a beautiful showpiece and have the satisfaction of knowing 
that you are helping the U.S. Marine Raider Association—a portion of the 
proceeds is being contributed to them. The Raider Association has voted to 
establish a Marine Raider Museum under our auspices here in Richmond.

To place your reservation, just return the enclosed Member's Reservation 
or call our friendly Member Services staff.

Your satisfaction is guaranteed, or you may return the knife for a refund 
within 30 days.

I hope you will take advantage of this rare opportunity to add a true 
Gung Ho Knife to your collection.

Very best wishes—and let me close with the immortal battle cry of the 
Raiders....

Gung Hoi

Dbert A. Buerlein 
President

P.S. You are invited to visit our museum and see the collection of World 
War II Raider Gung Ho knives in our U.S. Marine Raider exhibit. Some of them 
appear in the November 1985 Leatherneck magazine in a feature article 
which I co-authored on this subject. If you reserve this knife, ^u will also 
receive an invitation to meet here with the U.S. Marine Raiders, in August of 
1986, as part of their reunion, and to help dedicate the Raider Museum.

HEADQUARTERS AND MUSEUM: “COLUMBIA - CAMP CASEY“ 
1142 WEST GRACE STREET RICHMOND. VIRGINIA 23220 TELEPHONE:(804)353-1812 CABLESlARMORY
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THE FEESIDENTIAL YACHT FOTOMC

Location; Docked at Berth 2&Jk, Terminal Island, Port of 
Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, California,

Ownership: Miss Marie Pagliasso, 910 South Leonard Road,
Sanger, California.

Statement of Significance

The Presidential yacht Potomac was Franklin D. Roosevelt's 

chief refuge from the heavy strain of office and also reflects his 

lifelong interest in and love of the sea. Although he enjoyed his 

visits to his home in I^de Park and to his house in Warm Springs, 

his callers, office work, and telephone messages all followed him 

to these places, hut while at sea on the Potomac. only important 

messages were radioed to the yacht and an occasional pouch of mail 

was received, reducing his official workload for a day to two or 

three hoiirs. With this opportunity to relax. President Roosevelt 

liked to think problems over away from official pressures and he 

often made long-range decisions on his yacht. He also entertained 

dignitaries, held conferences, wrote state papers and speeches, 

and delivered a nationally broadcast speech from the Potomac.

In 1941 the yacht played a part in the meeting of Winston Chiorchill 

and President Roosevelt,

The Potomac was docked only 20 minutes from the White 

House and because President Roosevelt loved the sea, boats, and 

fishing, he took frequent cruises.



History

It was decided in 1935 that the President should have 

a new yacht to replace the wooden yacht. Sequoia, a Department 

of Commerce inspection hoat which had been used for more than 

two years hy the President for weekend cruises. The main reason 

for replacing the Sequoia with the Potomac was to give the Presi

dent greater security. The Potomac, built by the Manitowac Wis

consin Ship Building Corporation in 193^> was constructed of steel 

and was fireproof; it also had a larger passenger space, which per

mitted room for Secret Service men as well as for guests.

Before the Potomac became the Presidential yacht, it was 

briefly a Coast Guard patrol boat known as the Electra. Roosevelt 

changed the boat’s name to the Potomac. making it the fourth ship 

in American naval history to bear that name and the fifth Presi

dential yacht, P.D.R. did not want any major alterations made in 

converting the vessel to a yacht so as not to spoil it for routine 

cutter duty. The chief alteration was the addition of a steel and 

glass cabin and saloon to the main deck for use as the President’s 

personal cabin.

During the winters, the President would usually take a 

vacation for a couple of weeks and go deep-sea fishing. In March, 

1936, he boarded the Potomac for the first time since it left the 

Norfolk Naval Yard after being converted to the Presidential yacht 

and went fishing off the Florida coast.



The main purpose cf his cruises was fishing, rest, and 

escape from Washington heat, tut the President often prepared 

speeches and messages to Congress when on the Potomac« On a 

cruise in April, 1938, he spent much of his time preparing a 

special message to Congress dealing with tax exempt "bonds and 

taxation of Federal, State, and municipal employees' salaries.

On a cruise in Septemher, 19^1, F.D.R, worked on plans with his 

war-production aides, to speed the flow of armaments to anti-Axis 

arsenals.

In March, 1941, while docked at Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 

President Roosevelt gave his annual Jackson Day Dinner speech, which 

was concerned with the unity of the United States in Joining with 

the allies against the Axis, from the yacht Potomac. This speech was 

"broadcast "by radio from his yacht to the various Democratic dinners 

which were "being held throughout the country.

The President also often took weekend cruises from Wash

ington on his yacht Potomac and his guests varied from week to week. 

Among the more important guests were Lord Halifax, British Am"bassador, 

Lady Halifax, and Clement Attlee, leader of the British La"bor Party. 

\7hen King George IV and Queen Elizabeth visited the United States in 

June, 1939, "they also sailed down the Potomac River on the yacht 

Potomac to Mount Vernon with the President and Mrs. Roosevelt. They 

left from the Navy Yard in Washington along with ca"binet mem"bers and 

other federal officials and their wives. This visit marked the first 

time that English sovereigns had visited the United States.



The yacht Potomac also played a part in the meeting of 

Winston Churchill and President Roosevelt in August, 19^1. Due to 

the war conditions at the time, complete secrecy of the meeting was 

desired. Prime Minister Churchill crossed the Atlantic on the 

H.M.S. Prince of Wales to the Newfoundland meetlngplace. On Sunday, 

August 3rd, Roosevelt hoarded the U.S. Potomac at New London, Con

necticut, in the full view of thousands, on what was supposed to he 

a fishing trip up the New England coast. On August 5, once at sea, 

the President was transferred secretly to the warship U.S.S. Augusta 

and was then escorted hy five destroyers to the rendezvous. The 

Atlantic Charter, announced on August 14, 1941, restated from this 

meeting.
In September, 1945, after President Roosevelt’s death. 

President Truman accepted, with the approval of the Wavy Department, 

the former pleasure yacht Aras as the Presidential yacht to replace 

the Potomac. This was done because naval engineers had pronounced 

the Potomac "not seaworthy," due to the 1935 addition of a cahin 

and upper deck to the vessel. The Potomac was transferred to the 

State of Maryland where she was eventually used as a fisheries re

search vessel. From there she found her way into private hands and 

for a time served as a cruise vessel and then as a transport ship 

to the West Indies. In 19^2 she was rescued frcam these chores and 

brought to Los Angeles, California. Here the vessel was refurbished 

and exhibited for a time as an Historic Shrine, The Potomac is now 

in the final process of being refitted again for sea duty and will
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operat.e betwoen California and Central America, beginning immediately, 

for the next several years.

Description of the Yacht

Although the Potomac fell under the yacht classification, 

it was not a luxury vessel as was the much larger yacht, Mayflower. 

which had served many Presidents until it was shelved by President 

Herbert Hoover for reasons of economy in 1929. The Potomac, built 

as a coast guard cutter, was painted a battleship gray and had a 

displacement of 399 tons. The yacht was I65 feet long, with a beam 

of 25 feet and SA inches, and a maximum draft of 11 feet. Powered 

by two diesel engines, the vessel had a top speed of 17 knots.

The original cost of the Coast Guard cutter was $1,250,000 

and conversion of the ship for presidential use came to approximately 

$60,000. This conversion work included the extension of the main deck 

superstructure to accommodate the main dining room and Presidential 

Suite, as well as guest suites and quarters for aides and Secret 

Service on the second deck.

On the afterpart of the main deck of the Potomac there was 

a large covered space containing a circular lounge, equipped with 

heavy cushions, easy chairs, and tables. This area was known as the 

fantail and was ideally suited for serving meals and refreshments in 

the open air, reading, and relaxation, or trolling and still fishing. 

The President used the fantail more than any other part of the ship.

Just forward of the fantail was the deck house which was 

added in 1935. Inside it was the President’s stateroom and beyond 

this the main lounging and dining saloon. Both rooms were simply



furnished: Roosevelt’s private cahin contained a "bed, a large table

and easy chairs. Amidship, and forward of the saloon, were two galleys, 

where the food was prepared for the President’s mess and also for the 

officers and crew of the vessel. Forward of the galleys, on the main 

deck, was the radio shack and the Captain’s quarters.

On the superstructure deck, above the main deck, there was 

extensive open space for rigging trolling lines for deep sea fishing 

and for sunbathing. The crippled President had access to this deck 

by means of a small hand-operated elevator located inside a second or 

aft false-smokestack.
On the second deck, below the main saloon and President's 

quarters, were two double staterooms and two small single rooms, which 

provided accommodations for a maximum of six presidential guests. 

Amidship and forward of these cabins, on the same level, was the 

Potomac ’ s propelling machinery, and forward of the engineroom were 

the executive officer’s quarters and two small double staterooms which 

were used for Secret Service men or temporary officer personnel. The 

extreme forward section of the second deck contained the scullery and 

two rooms, first a combined sleeping and eating area for the crew and 

in the bow a second sleeping quarter for the crew.

As a naval vessel, the Potomac carried two 50-caliber 

anti-aircraft machine guns, and anti-magnetic mine equipment. It had 

a crew of about 50 naval sailors. In 19^1> L't. Commander George A. 

Leahy, Jr., U.S.N., commanded the Potomac. George A. Lang was the
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executive officer, and Roy A, Black was the engineer. On presi

dential cruises the Potomac was always escorted by her sister ship, 

Calipso and during the war years was followed by at least one escort 

destroyer when at sea.

\Jhen fully loaded, the Potomac rolled quite badly because 

of the added superstructure, sometimes in the open sea rolling to an 

angle of U8 degrees. This had no effect on President Roosevelt, who 

as a life-long yachtsman regarded it as a part of sea life, but for 

some of his guests it was disastrous. On sea trips, in deference to 

his guests, the President usually tried to anchor the Potomac on the 

lee side of some bay or inlet but was not always successful.

Present Condition of the Yacht

The yacht, Potomac, is now in excellent condition, having 

just been completely repainted and refurbished for sea duty. Despite 

the passage of 21 years, the Potomac is still largely fitted with 

its original furnishings, engines, and equipment, and only a few major 

alterations have been made to the vessel.

The major changes are as follows:

1, In the period 1947-1962, about 20 feet of new cabin 

space was added to the foreward superstructure on the main deck.

2. The aft (second) or false stack, which contained the 

elevator, has been removed.^

TJhe original stack may be located in Cambridge, Maryland.



3. The original "bed and fvirniture in the Presidential 

cahin has been removed and this area is now used as a drafting room,

ij-. The original furniture in the main saloon, together 

with the elevator, have also been removed.

The remainder of the vessel is largely unchanged, except 

for the following minor exceptions:

1. The radio shack now contains a generator.

2. The engine room has all of its original equipment except 

for one generator and a distillery for water,

3. The crew's main eating and sleeping quarters have been 

partitioned into two rocms by means of a bulkhead,

k. The former door that provided direct access frcm the 

crew's main eating and sleeping quarters to their foreward sleeping 

quarters has been sealed off.

All of the above changes, however, can be readily corrected 

if the vessel is preserved for museum purposes.

The owner is in the process of working out plans to preserve 

the yacht. Immediate plans call for the use of the vessel in Central 

American waters, either as a oceanographic or a medical research vessel, 

for the period of the next several years. This operation will help 

defray the high cost of maintenance. Long-range plans for preserving 

the yacht are based on the interest that the City of Long Beach, Cal

ifornia, has expressed in acquiring the Potomac as a historical ship 

exhibit. If this latter plan is carried out, the Potomac will be 

restored and permanently anchored alongside the liner Queen Mary in
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the harhor at Long Beach, California,

References;
William M, Rlgdon, \Th±te House Sailor (Garden City, N, Y., 

1962); Henry C. Morton, Atlantic Meeting (ifev York, 19^3 )j Rev York 
Times, November-Decemher, 1935J March-July, 193^; April-June, 1937j 
April-August, I938; July, 1939; March-Novenber, 1940; January-October, 
1941; September, 1945; Souvenir Booklet; Presidential Yacht M, V. 
Potomac, Franklin D, Roosevelt’s Sea-Going V/hite House (n.p», n.d, 
VLos Angeles, c. 196^; Charles W. Snell's Interview and Tour of 
Vessel with Commander Roy A. Black, U.S.N,, (retired), on August 19,
1967.
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6. NAME ,

-Hudft.
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTI

Sfe« Pr«9lteitlftl ymcht mgaac mm SnadOiA &• mommnUVu chisf 
3?iAig9 tram hMiv^r mtaemin o£ mmSmUuBi sloo rwflwsta Ms llfeloBg tntmat 
iA «oa Im at th« SM. Althoui^ he enjoyed Ms visits to Ms hem la IM 
soa to Ms house la mm apriaem, Ms esUers, omoe mmk, sad telsfixiae assssfsi 
eU followed Ma to these p3«ees^ hut sMle at see on ilie Uptossic, only ii^evtaiifc 
mmmm&m were radioed to the sad so omwlimsl fAwdi ef iSUL wss reeeived» 
re&iolilg his offledel soviOeea for s dsgr to two er three hours, with this Oliver* 
tunity to reles, President Booeevelt lihed to thinh pppehlese over svegr frta 
omeisl pressures sad he often nade loag-reB8» deeisloiw on his yeeht. fie also 
entertaiaed dignitaries, held ooefersnees, mote oMte pepsers and speeches, sad 
delivered a nationsUy hroadeast speech frta the ghtdaae. Za 19^1 the yacht 
played • part in thm eseting of Wiiistc» Churchill sM ItesidnaEt Roosevelt.

cwuw 
txtmXmm,

,|S^ag&^ doMl only SO Mmites trm the VMte Bouse end he*
lamA the eee, hosts, «ad fishiag, he toch freqoeat

It ess dseided in 1935 thst the Preeldsat should bavs « oev y»^ to 
zH^lM ths eoodsnt yacht, Seewdda. s Jtapertaant of Cosneree iaspsetiem ho«t ehloh 
had been used for sore than t«o yesrs hy the President fear ueekead eruises. fhe 
asm reaeoB^ replaeiiig S^e Mth the PMfiwac.ees to give the ftmitbaxA 
greatfar security. Sh# B&tOiSic. hy the Nw^lcwee Viseoasla Ship BoUdiag 
Coarpoaration in 193^, eas ooneMtieted of ateel «ad ms flreparoef| It also had a 
passenger space, vMch peaeadtted rena for doeret Servioe non as esU as for 
gueeti.

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give best sources; ffive locaNon of manuicripfo and rare works)

Seo pageT*

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reporte and studies, as, NFS study, IJABS, etc.)

Joha B. MsOsraett and Charles B. BOeU “^jeclal Reports on the
(lfa*«s., elasographed. Sea Fraaclseo, August 2^^,Presldsntial Iteeht

10. PHOT
ATTACHED:

14^A^ OF RECORDER/^i»na(«r«)
I f]ps eaiflE 

ohaaged.

12. PRESENT USE(A/iM«um,/eriB,rtc.)

15. TITLE

13. DATE OF VISIT

iiiimm-tr Ifl tn£rr

31. 1967
LOCAtIoH OF^NeLtIVE^ if ATTACHED^YnCLOS^E XpROPER^EGATIVE'eNVELOPeI^ PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)
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Os s mmm is imimOmtg ssM os tisit wmk Mm

to spot ^ tim of ^■wss^^Btl.^ to tsMMSSo nmosiltt

Is llNisli» mmx «oeM at Psrt nmMm,
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wsrnkm -1^ first tine tlmt M visit*^ tlNi Gbitad
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]S3mmmn ^aiiiit laaw as tbs imaitetisi ymSm to rspaess ^Jftataaw, IMs 
HRS tee beoBoe asiai oagiaeers l«ia ymmmmfi HkmJsSms? "at* sesnotlQr^* 
te to te oOtitidii ef e esida soft anpar detic to tbs vessel., ®» Pefeote 
10S tsoneterod to tbs State of Iboyiaia stere te ves evsiitiaai^ ossd ee • 
ftiterisit rOMtedt vessidH> fte tbsra te foiaft bar ««Qr into privats bate 
«ad fbr e tte servea mm m cmste VMsel. sod tbot as m trasaport ship to tbe 

Xadte. la 1$^ itis vse rmmmA tern ttess teoNM ma& breodbt to 
Xos tePsXee, CbOifOteu tee te veeseX vas xatebisbed «sd esblbitet for 
a tte Ml aa Btstssio flbrte. te tecMir Is aos ia tbe ftel paeeees of 
bedas tafitted agsiB fer sea asd mil oysaate betseaa CsIiteaSa «d 
Oateal Mmx&a,, b^tetag tee^8ate|r# fmt ties asot sevssal pears*
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PRESIDENTIAL RAILROAD CARS;

Harding Railroad Car 
(Denali) (NR)

Alaskaland Park 
Fairbanks, Alaska

This special green compartment-observation car was part of the Alaska 
Railroad's special train that carried President Harding on his Alaskan 
tour In July 1923. He drove the golden spike that signified completion 
of the railroad line from Seward to Fairbanks. The car remained In 
use until the 1940s. In 1959-60, Its exterior was restored and It was 
presented to the city of Fairbanks. The car has operated as a visitor 
Infoimatlon center for the city since 1967.

U.S. Car No. 1 ("The Ferdinand Magellan")
The Gold Coast Railroad Museum \
3398 S.W. 9th Avenue 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Beginning In 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt used this railroad 
car on a number of trips. Including the first leg (D.C.-Miami) of his 
trip to Casablanca. President Truman made his whlstlestop campaign of 
1943 aboard It. The Eisenhowers also used It, although they traveled 
more by air.

Fabricated In 1928, U.S. Car No. 1 served as a private Pullman car until 
It was rebuilt for use by the President. It was refitted with bulletproof 
glass and armor plating, and Its Interior was redone.

In 1958, the car was declared surplus and sold. It Is now owned and 
operated as a historic exhibit by the Gold Coast Railroad Museum, a non
profit volunteer organization. Its appointments, both Interior and 
exterior, have been well preserved.

PRESIDENTIAL YACHTS:

Sequoia
National Park Service Pier 
Halns Point, D.C.

This teak vessel served as a yacht for Presidents from Hoover through 
Ford, although she was used primarily by the Secretary of the Navy while 
Williamsburg was the Presidential yacht.

The 104-foot-long, 19-foot-wlde, Sequoia was built as a private vessel, 
Savarora, In 1925, and was acquired by the Department of Commerce to be 
used as an Inspection ship In 1931. In 1933, turned over to the Navy, 
she began service for the Presidents.
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Churchill and Leonid Brezhnev. ^“Portant guests, such as Winston

The ship was sold at auction In 1Q77 a aMyrtle Beach, S.C., by a prlv^e grouo sr® 1977-80 at
Presidential Yacht Trust, Inc a nrlv^r recently acquired by the
brought to Washington. *’ non-profit organization and

Fo'^the publlLcondition. She Is not currently accessible

^tomac rShanvr^-^.^•^ (submerged)
San Francisco, California

The steel ship Potomac was hullf in im/ j Guard patrol boiTbS^ra bacoSjg t\f PrasliutTr'
vessel was 165 feet long, had a beam i 1^^5. The
11 feet. Except for some eJteilorof ^ of
vessel kept Its original confIguratloL °n-deck cabin space, the

example, the first meeting between RoosI^?? a
Lyndon B. Johnson occurrS during a tZIIH T T'"?® ^°"S>^ess“an-elect 
also secretly set out aboard the vesserinT^,'% ?o^T"‘= ^^^^-elt
on the journey that resulted In the Atlantlt Char^^^^^J° Churchill, 
the cruiser Augusta once at sea. Charter, but transferred to

SdTa:%“rtht
ward. Finally, seized by^L G^^SenrbeL^ skippers after
smuggling, the ship becaL the proj^trof r ® 
stratlon. Subsequently, she saL L tL^if Services Admlnl-
Franclaoo aod la apparautly arm l„ thar “'’A San .

fl0uJL^4
Williamsburg (Araa) 
Maine Avenue Docks 
Washington, D.C.

1945f‘^^RenI^rwini^3bt^L\f!!!°\,",;^;^> Navy m September
barer, ahe „aa uaed aa a floating reataurant In pSmdeWa!“*°“"'‘

SnH7f^.'‘“Her:Ll“re“i:1:^nd“ “al^b”^ b“'
would Improve her appearance She hai coametlc treatment
-ought to waahlngtrn by a^^trrajjp



APPENDIX A

February 23, 1984

AN ACCOUNT OF POTOMAC REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS

ORIGINALLY BUILT AS COAST GUARD CUTTER "ELECTRA"
BY MANITOWAC SHIP BUILDING CORPORATION, MANITOWAC, WISCONSIN

MARCH 15, 1934 — KEEL LAID

JUNE 30, 1934 — LAUNCHED

OCTOBER 26, 1934 -- DELIVERED TO US COASTGUARD

NOVEMBER 8, 1935 — SHIP TAKEN OVER BY US NAVY FOR USE 
AS PRESIDENTIAL YACHT i TAKEN TO NAW YARD

NOVEMBER 11, 1935 — DESIGNATED AG 25

JANUARY 30, 1936 — RENAMED POTOMAC

MARCH 2, 1936 — COMMISSIONED AT NORFOLK NAVY YARD

THE FOLLOWING 5 PAGES DETAILS THE QIANGES MADE TO CONVERT THE 
COAST GUARD CUTTER ELECTRA TO THE USS POTCMAC - A PRESIDENTIAL 
YACHT. (TEffi VESSEL OTLL BE RESTORED TO ITS 1939 (circa) APKIARANCE.

ALTEPATICXJS MADE BET^'ffiEN 1936 and 1944 WERE DUE TO INCREASING 
WORID TENSICXJS AND IHEN THE OUTBREAK OF THE WAR.

THE LAST TMO PAGES DETAILS ALTERATIOSTS MADE AFTER THE VESSEL 
WAS RETURNED TO THE COAST GUARD. THESE CHANGES T'JILL NOT BE 
USED IN THE RESTORATIOJ PROGRAM.



POTOMAC REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS 
February 23, 1984 
Page Two

ALTERATIONS ACCOMPLISHED (AT NORFORK SHIPYARD 11/12/35 to 3/36)

1. Removed crews' galley and mess.

Converted officers mess and boiler aft of engine room 

into 4 passenger compartments, each with 2 bunks and 

individual heads. (One passenger space had a full 

tub. Others had showers.)

2. Raised engine trunk from 2' off main deck to 7' off main deck. 

Forward stack raised with engine trunk. After stack 

which had contained auxiliary engine exhaust was

gutted and manifolds for exhaust were moved to forward 

stack. The after stack was raised off main deck to 

a new boat deck. Watertight door was installed in 

after stack, providing access to a new hand operated 

elevator which was installed to serve FDR in his 

wheelchair.

3. New boat deck was installed at same height (7'6") 

above main deck, extending from bridge to the 

stern and covering fantail. Railings were installed 

with lifelines on boat deck.



POTOMAC REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS 
February 23, 1984 
Page Three

4. After mast was moved off main deck to the 

new boat deck. Posts were installed with 

frames to support canvas canopy covering 

after k of new boat deck.

5. Bulwarks in fantail were modified to support 

a glass framed wind protector completely 

around fantail.

6. Under new boat deck and off main deck, from 

frames 40 to 70, a 60' deckhouse was added 

which included a fo'c'sle or room for the 

president, including special toilet and 

bathtub. Access to passenger space was 

covered and available through new deckhouse. 

The main deckhouse also included the saloon 

with a large oval table, accompanying 12-16 

guests. Saloon also included large glass 

windows with hand cranks to permit cross
ventilation in tropical weather.
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Saloon containes a 60" mahogany buffet which 

was removed from earlier presidential yacht 

Cuyahoga.

7. Forward of the saloon part of the deckhouse 

were two galleys. One functioned as a bakery, 

the other as primary meal preparation for 

guests. (Galley range was diesel oil fired)

8. On forward weather deck (main deck) there were 

two booby hatches. One was removed.

9. Coast Guard armaments including two, small

caliber canncais as well as a three in. gun forward 

vere renoved.
10. Installation of 2-50 caliber Luis antiaircraft 

machine guns P/S on weather deck during World 

War II.
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11. Radio room modified by removal of CG 

transmitters and receivers, replaced by 

standard Navy equipment to meet presidential 

requirements for long range and powerful 

transmission.

12. On berthing deck forward, from frame 28 to

frame 24 — 8 feet, a galley was installed,

including a range, sinks, and cabinets. Range

exhaust (or Charlie Noble) . penetrated main deck through

the officers head, venting upward through a exhaust 
duct next to the pilot house.

13. In forehold, frames 8 to 17, additional bunks

and a single toilet with 1 wash|Dasin was installed 

for president's mess stewards.

14. Added 2 -27' speed boats to boat deck. Correspondence 

file of Secretary of Navy shows that president 

did not consider wooden lifeboats "smart" ..
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15. Added ballast to forepeak, consisting 

of metal punchings and concrete.

16. Removed fantail towing post and installed 

large settee to permit guests to lounge 

on soft cushions.

17. Installed special rigging to permit canvas 

to be rolled up or dropped to screen foul 

weather off the fantail.

18. New deck house had 2 watertight doors

Also were 2 additional watertight doors for

port and starboard, providing entry to 

saloon* Vfetertight doors onto galley bake 

shopv and galley mess were installed.

19. 1/3 of radio room was given to to 2 new

reefer boxes with heavy wooden doors. New 

reefer compressor was installed on passageway 

below the new boat deck.
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20. Installed new electric water heater and 

evaporator to replace boiler and provide 

capacity to make potable water. Installed 

two, fresh water tanks, one in steering flat 

and one in hold, between frames 28 to 31.

ALTERATIONS MADE BETWEEN 1936 and 1944

1. Added degausing gear encircling vessel, from 

frame 7.

2. Installed special transducers to penetrate 

the hull between frames 32 and 35.

3. Installed motor generator units in the 

engine room to power the sonar and other 

underwater research apparatus.

4. Replaced Louis machine guns with 2 (P/S)

20” mm antiaircraft cannons.

(NOTE: PAGES 1-7 ARE NOTES FROM SECRETARY OF NAVY CORRESPONDENCE (1926-1940) 
AG 25, BOX 1305, GENERAL RECORDS OF THE NAVY DEPARIMENT, OFFICE OF THE 
SECRETARY.)
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NOVEMBER 18, 1945 — DECOMMISSIONED AS A NAVAL VESSEL 

NOVEMBER 23, 1945 — RETURNED TO COAST GUARD 

FEBRUARY 25, 1946 — STRUCK FROM NAVY LIST 

1946 — TRANSFERRED TO STATE OF MARYLAND 

1946 TO 1959 — STATE OF MARYLAND

ALTERATIONS ACCOMPLISHED (By the State of Maryland)

1. After stack removed and imbedded in concrete at 

Cambridge, Maryland, as memorial to FDR.

2. Removed 2 speedboat for use by State marine police,

1959 — SOLD TO NEPTUNE LINES OF DELAWARE TO OPERATE AS 

PASSENGER VESSEL IN COMI4ERCIAL SERVICE.

1960 ALTERATIONS

1. Added a 16' x 16' deckhouse on main deck forward 

of master stateroom. New deck house contained 

2 passenger cabins with bunks and one head, 

including toilet, shower, and wash basin.



POTOMAC REPAIR AND ALTERATIONS 
February 23, 1984 
Page Nine

2. Removed president's tub from his stateroom 

and installed an escape truck to allow 

egress from lower cabin spaces.

3. Moved forward the booby hatch on the main 

deck from frames 14 to 12 and installed a 

vertical ladder, penetrating the main deck, 

with a quick-action submarine type hatch 

covering the escape route above ladder.

SLR:mk
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BACKGROUND

In order to organize a complete and proper restoration of the Potomac the Port 
of Oakland has utilized the services of several experts to thoroughly inspect 
and evaluate the vessel's condition. These experts have also established the 
technical criteria necessary to determine the full extent of the restoration 
program. Services provided consisted of calculations, reports, plans, 
recommendations, and cost estimates. Some of the professionals who provided 
these services include:

1. Zachary Reynolds, Naval Architect

2. Mikos Kossa, Naval Architect

3. Chris Norgaard, Naval Architect

4. T. S. Winslow, Naval Architect

5. G. D. Olsen, Naval Architect

6. Bud Stewart, Professional Mechanical and Marine Engineer

7. Joe Dijurno, Shipyard Manager (retired)

\

In addition, numerous consultations with federal agencies and the mititary 
have supplemented the consultant's recommendations. The Port sought I 
information and direction from the U.S. Coast Guard, the U.S. Navy, the 
Maritime Administration, the National Archives, the Smithsonian Institute, and 
others.

Overall coordination of this preliminary investigation was the responsibility 
of Mr. Edward Mackin who is retained as a consultant to the Port of Oakland 
and also serves as Executive Director of the Association for the Preservation 
of the Presidential Yacht Potomac.

EXISTING CONDITIONS
1. Shipyard:

After the acquisition of the vessel, the Port of Oakland provided an 
undeveloped 1.2-acre parcel of land and created a small shipyard 
exclusively for the restoration project. The shipyard is next to Oakland 
Estuary and because it is adjacent to the Nimitz Freeway it has very high 
public visibility. Each day thousands of motorists can see the Potomac 
as they drive alongside the shipyard. The yard is complete with all 
utilities, sandblasting areas, storage facilities, underground piping for 
compressed air, acetylene and oxygen, a welding school for trainees, 
offices, fencing, and yard lighting.

2. Vessel Condition:

On September 9, 1983, the Potomac was lifted out of the water and placed 
on land in the shipyard. Equipment and deteriorated hull plating were 
removed in preparation for the restoration of the hull and other new 
steel work. Prior to the lift out, it was believed that only selected



hull plates had to be repaired. However, after the vessel was out of the 
water and sitting on wooden blocking on shore, a visual and ultrasonic 
testing procedure indicated that the entire replacement of the hull, 
below the waterline, would (in the long run) be more cost efficient.

The ship's flat keel was also found to be in a deteriorated condition. 
Approximately 80 feet, will require replacement.

In addition to the shell plating and the need to partially install a 
flat keel, the present condition of the vessel is reported in the 
following discussion:

new

a. The central vertical keel (CVK) is slightly undersized for today's 
standards. However, this will be corrected by welding a new and 
thicker flange to the bottom of this member and by stiffening 
selected web sections.

b. Floors and bottom frames in the after section under the cabin space 
(between Frame 54 and Frame 62) require replacement of partial 
sections up to 4 feet in length.

c. For the most part, the side frames, deck frames, and most of the CVK 
are in fair to good condition.

d. The watertight and oil-tight bulkheads below the berth decks were 
originally believed to be in poor condition. Visual inspection and 
testing indicates this is not the case and the current evaluation 
suggests that only cleaning and painting is needed. The present 
undersized transverse watertight and oil-tight bulkheads will be 
brought to modern requirements by installing vertical stiffeners.

e. The boat deck (BDK) has been cut away and removed from those 
sections of the ship where wastage was greater than 10%. All new 
1/4" steel plates have been installed.

f. Selected side frames above the turn of the bilge require additional 
support. This will be accomplished by fabricating new angle 
stiffeners.

g. The main deck beams will also be strengthened by adding new 
reinforced angles below the deck.

h. Radiography of the metal surface under the existing wooden deck 
covering indicates the need to replace approximately 600 square feet 
of the main deck.

i. Removal of all piping (plumbing) and electrical systems has been 
com pi eted.

j. Sandblasting is partially complete.

k. Removal of wasted steel is partially complete.

l. Repairs have begun on the main deck and berthing deck.



m. Primer paint has been applied to reworked areas.

3. Method of Restoration;

The three-phase work program is planned for the restoration. The three 
phases are:

Phase I - Restore the hull including shell plates, keel, frames, 
bulkheads and certain decks and begin selected topside 
repai rs.

Phase II - Complete topside, repower, install new electrical system, 
install new piping and complete all steel and metal work.

Phase III - Complete outfitting, decorating and all joiner work and 
finish installation of safety equipment, electronics, and 
related gear.

DESIGN CRITERIA
The following criteria have been established to guide the restoration program:

1. The yacht will be restored to its 1939 appearance to retain its 
historical significance.

2. The yacht will be operable and certified to carry passengers on Bay and 
inland waters.

3. The restoration will be conducted under the rules governing new vessel 
construction to provide for maximum public safety and to assure an 
economic life of at least another fifty years.

4. All safety and environmental requirements will be met.

5. All work will comply with federal regulations.

The U.S. Coast Guard is the regulatory agency having responsibility for 
inspecting and approving plans relating to repairs and construction of all 
American passenger vessels. The rules and regulations that Coast Guard 
personnel use to carry out this responsibility are described in the following 
series of documents:

1. Code of Federal Regulations, Title 46 - Shipping, Parts 70-80, Subchapter 
H, Passenger Vessels;

2. Code of Federal Regulations, Title 46 - Shipping, Parts 50-64, Subchapter 
F, Marine Engineering;

3. Code of Federal Regulations, Title 46 - Shipping, Parts 110-139, 
Subchapter J, Electrical Engineering; and

4. Rules for Building and Classing Steel Vessels under 61 Meters in Length, 
American Bureau of Shipping.
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SCOPE OF WORK

The Potomac has been lifted from the water. It is located in its own 
exclusive shipyard which is adjacent to the Oakland Estuary. Generally, the 
restoration work will consist of the replacement of more than 60% of the shell
plate and keel, the installation of new machinery, piping, a new electrical 
system, and the fabrication of new built-in furnishings.

More than 300 detailed tasks have been identified. Those tasks have been 
incorporated into 21 project components that can be bid or negotiated.

The scope of work and the 21 project components which comprise it can be 
further classified into the following five major categories of work:

1. Structural Steel: The structural work will consist of replacing
approximately 6d% of the hull or shell plating from the keel to just 
above the waterline, the selective repair to frames, and portions of the 
decks and bulkheads. Certain other structural members will be replaced 
or reinforced in order to bring any undersized girders up to modern day 
requirements. All steel will be American Bureau of Shipping Grade A and

2.

will be installed by welding.

Machinery: The original propulsion system included two 650 HP diesel
engines. Each engine had a net weight of 26 tons. This factor will 
influence the final selection of the new machinery to be installed.
Prior to construction, a decision will be made regarding the exact engine 
size and type. Vintage factory rebuilt engines will be used to preserve 
the ship's historical character. However, all other machinery will be 
selected to meet modern day requirements in terms of safety, economy, and 
environmental standards.

Electrical: The original D.C. electrical system will be replaced with a
modern A.C. system. It will consist of two 50 KW diesel generator sets 
and the complete replacement of the original lighting, motor controllers, 
and switch gear panels. A separate emergency electrical system will also 
be installed. It is anticipated that extra electrical outlets will be 
installed to meet galley, household, radio, and other modern day
requirements.

Pipefitting: All of the original pipe network has been removed from the
vessel. Tnere is considerable inventory of brass fittings. It is 
anticipated that some of the original valves, pipes, pumps, drains, 
strainers, and assorted equipment will be salvaged and utilized. All new 
piping will be required for the bilge system, fuel and oil systems, fire 
protection system, and the like. New environmental standards required 
that the sanitary system will have to be upgraded. All of this work will 
be done as part of Phase II.

Initial Outfitting: The outfitting of the Potomac will begin midway in
the construction work program. It will include the restoration of the 
deck house, passenger space, crew's quarters including officer's space, 
the main saloon, and all built-in furnishings. The final museum 
outfitting and some special joiner work is part of this project. It is 
anticipated that near the end of the construction program, the ship will 
be returned to the water by lifting it with a very large crane. Trial



testing will then be conducted. Final stability calculations will be 
completed to determine where to ballast and trim the vessel once it is in 
the water. Following this phase of the work program, the vessel will be 
berthed alongside its own pier, the Franklin D. Roosevelt Pier.

All work performed on the vessel has and will be regularly inspected by an 
officer of the U.S. Coast Guard. This officer is assigned by the 
Officer-in-Charge of Marine Inspection (OCMI). Representatives from the OCMI 
have made regular visits to the vessel throughout the preparation phase and 
will monitor work at every stage of construction through final outfitting and 
certifi cation.

Y-4304H
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INTRODUCTION AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This National Historic Landmark theme study was undertaken 
following a request to the Director of the National Park Service 
by the Association for the Preservation of the Presidential Yacht 
Potomac that their vessel be studied for possible designation as 
a National Historic Landmark. Following a meeting with 
Association officials, Chief Historian Edwin C. Bearss and 
National Historic Landmark Program Coordinator Benjamin Levy 
determined that a study of the three surviving major vessels used 
as Presidential yachts was necessary to ascertain the 
significance of the vessels as a group and individually.

The study was assigned to Acting Maritime Historian James P. 
Delgado, currently detailed to the National Maritime Initiative. 
Historian Kevin J. Foster of the National Maritime Initiative 
staff assisted, drafting the context statement and co-authoring 
the study for U.S.S. Williamsburg. Assistance in the study was 
provided by a number of individuals and organizations. Special 
thanks is tendered to Dr. Harry A. Butowsky, History Division, 
National Park Service, John Riley of the Ships' History Division 
of the Naval Historical Center, Lynn Hlckerson of the Maritime 
Preservation Department of the National Trust for Historical 
Preservation, Syrell Sapoznick and Dan Holdgate of the 
Association for the Preservation of the Presidential Yacht 
Potomac. and Jacquelyn Campbell and Capt. Giles Kelly of the 
Presidential Yacht Trust.



RECOMMENDATIONS

While the use of vessels for Presidential service dates to the 
Presidency of Abraham Lincoln, the three vessels studied possess 
strong historic associations with nine 20th century Presidents of 
the United States of America, beginning with Herbert Hoover and 
ending with Jimmy Carter. Of these vessels. Sequoia clearly has 
the longest use and greatest associations, followed by Potomac, 
which of the three was the only demonstrated "floating White 
House" as used by Franklin D. Roosevelt in three of his four 
terms of office. Williamsburg, though associated with Harry 
Truman, was the least used of the vessels and does not possess as 
strong an association as the other two yachts.

Sequoia has been carefully rehabilitated and restored and will be 
the Presidential yacht again commencing on November 15, 1988, 
when she is slated to be returned to the United States Government 
by her present owner, the Presidential Yacht Trust. The 
integrity of Potomac and Williamsburg have been compromised, but 
the carefully planned restoration and rehabilitation of Potomac 
Indicates she has the potential to be a West Coast counterpart to 
Sequoia when completed. Williamsburg's future will depend on a 
careful survey of the vessel’s condition and rehabilitation 
costs by the Presidential Yacht Trust.

Because of these factors, the following recommendations are made:

1. That Sequoia be recommended to the Secretary of the 
Interior for designation as a National Historic Landmark.

2. That the matter of Potomac be deferred until the completion 
of her restoration and rehabilitation.

3. That the matter of Williamsburg be deferred until any
restoration and rehabilitation is undertaken; recognizing, 
however, that her historical association may not be 
sufficient to justify a finding of national significance.



UNITED STATES PRESIDENTIAL YACHTS

The employment of specially fitted vessels for use by heads of 
state has a long history. Two Roman imperial pleasure barges 60 
feet wide and more than 200 feet long were kept on Lake Nemi near 
Rome. [1] Cleopatra's barge on the Nile is also well known.

William the Conqueror sailed in Mora at the head of the fleet.
She was a huge, elaborately decorated vessel that was as much a 
symbol of his power as a fighting ship. In the age of Louis XIV, 
rulers of the Mediterranean waters kept fleets of expensively 
decorated slave galleys for the same reasons. [2]

The yacht Mary, built for Charles II in 1660, set the pattern for 
royal yachts that continues to today. The most skilled naval 
architects of the day were employed to design vessels that 
represented the prestige of their monarch owner as well as that 
of the country. Royal yachts reflected conservative views of 
naval architecture but incorporated the most modern fittings and 
elaborate decoration. Every detail was intended to add to the 
prestige, comfort, and safety of the monarch while aboard. [3]

Wealthy "lesser" individuals began to have private yachts built 
for their use early in the 19th century. The royal yacht 
tradition was joined with this new private yacht tradition when, 
in 1817, the British Prince Regent became a member of the Royal 
Yacht Club at Cowes, Isle of Wight, later to become known as the 
Royal Yacht Squadron. [4]

In the United States, yachting was slower to take hold. The 
first true American yacht was Cleopatra's Barae built for George 
Crowninshield in 1816. He was considered eccentric by other New 
England shipowners for building a vessel that did not earn money, 
but with the growth of personal wealth that accompanied the 
Industrial Revolution, the popular view of yachts changed and 
more Americans began to build them. [5] The racing victory of 
the symbolically named America over the best of the Royal Yacht 
Squadron, in 1851, fanned a popular interest and pride in 
American yachting that grew to a peak by the turn of the century. 
Large yachts came to be more than just a symbol of wealth in the 
popular view. They represented success and power. With this 
perception it became necessary for the Chief Executive of the 
United States to exhibit and use this trapping of power.

The first vessel that can be considered to be maintained for the 
use of the President was the River Queen, a sidewheel steamer 
chartered for Abraham Lincoln in 1865. President Lincoln had 
also traveled aboard the U.S. Revenue Cutter Miami. a former 
yacht, and other vessels that were not designated specifically 
for his use. He used River Queen to make occasional visits to 
the battlegrounds in Virginia and to hold conferences with his 
generals and advisors. [6]



Several years passed before another President required the use of 
a yacht. In 1880, Despatch, a Navy practice ship, was refitted 
for Rutherford B. Hayes. The first government owned Presidential 
yacht, she was also used by Presidents Garfield, Cleveland, and 
Benjamin Harrison. Political meetings and conferences were held 
aboard as well as cruises and celebrations until she was wrecked 
on the Virginia coast on October 10, 1891. [7]

Despatch was replaced in 1892 by the steel cruiser Dolphin. which 
was converted to include luxurious accommodations for the 
president and his guests. This was an interesting use for a 
vessel that had been embroiled in a contract scandal before she 
was even launched. Her widely publicized poor trial performance 
caused her to be of more use as a yacht than a fast dispatch boat 
and light cruiser. Dolphin, as a Presidential yacht, was in 
service from the administration of Benjamin Harrison to that of 
Warren G. Harding. After more comfortable vessels were made 
available in 1898 and 1905, Dolphin was used less for pleasure 
and more for ceremonial occasions such as fleet reviews and 
occasions of state. [8]

The sleek clipper-bowed steam yacht Svlph was purchased from her 
builders in 1898 amidst the flurry of boat buying associated with 
the Spanish-American War. She was assigned to perform special 
services at the Washington Navy Yard. President William McKinley 
used her occasionally, as did the Secretary of the Navy and other 
high-ranking government officials. When Theodore Roosevelt took 
office he made frequent use of Svlph for public and personal 
occasions for which the larger Mayflower was not appropriate.
She provided an informal setting for meetings with other heads of 
state. The King of Belgium and the Crown Prince of Sweden both 
made trips down the Potomac in Svlph as guests of President 
Roosevelt.

Roosevelt’s successors, William Howard Taft and Woodrow Wilson, 
did not make much use of Svlph but did make occasional cruises in 
her. Sylph continued her special services assignment at the 
Washington Naval Yard until 1929 when she was decommissioned and 
sold. [9] She was ultimately broken up.

The most beautiful of all of the Presidential yachts was 
Mayflower. built by J. & G. Thomson of Glasgow in 1896. She was 
purchased in the pre-Spanish-American War buildup for use in the 
U.S. Navy. Mayflower was refitted as a warship and served with 
distinction off the coasts of Cuba, capturing a number of 
vessels. On one occasion during the blockade she engaged three 
Spanish gunboats. After serving as Admiral George Dewey's 
flagship and supporting the U.S.-backed revolution in Panama, 
Mayflower returned to the United States and was converted into a 
Presidential yacht. President Theodore Roosevelt arranged the 
treaty that ended the Russo-Japanese War on board. He also 
reviewed the departure and return of the Great White Fleet from 
her decks and enjoyed frequent cruises on the Chesapeake and 
along the Atlantic seaboard. President William Howard Taft made 
seasonal and official trips aboard accompanied by his personal



chef. President Wilson reviewed the Fleet from her deck, but 
limited his use of her to official functions, as did President 
Harding.

Calvin Coolidge made more use of Mayflower than did any of his 
predecessors. He regularly spent his weekends aboard, 
accompanied by a small number of guests. In addition to fleet 
reviews and the like, he used her as an informal setting for 
conferences and quiet recreation. [10]

Coolidge's successor in office, Herbert C. Hoover, disposed of 
Mayflower in 1929 as too extravagant. Public criticism of the 
costly presidential yachts had been growing and without a strong 
desire by the President for the use of a yacht, the expense could 
not be justified. With one exception, later presidential yachts 
would be smaller, less costly, and easier to explain to 
taxpayers. Mayflower was sold foreign and left the United 
States; her present whereabouts are unknown.

Sequoia, a more modest yacht with shallower draft, was purchased 
by the Navy for use as a Presidential yacht and commissioned on 
March 25, 1933. President Hoover had actually used Sequoia a few 
times before he left office, but it was his successor, Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, who made use of the yacht through 1935, when 
she was replaced for Presidential use by the steel-hulled 
Potomac, which was considered to be safer. Sequoia was not 
disposed of, but rather designated as the Secretary of the Navy's 
yacht and used infrequently by Presidents Truman, Eisenhower, 
Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Ford, and Carter. President Carter had 
Sequoia sold as an economy measure in 1977. [11]

Potomac. the former Coast Guard cutter Electra. was converted for 
use as a Presidential yacht in 1936. President Roosevelt 
preferred Potomac to Sequoia, and used her very frequently. He 
travelled aboard her on voyages as far north as Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, and as far south as Key West, Florida. FDR entertained 
many world leaders aboard Potomac including King George VI and 
Winston Churchill.

In 1941 Sequoia once again became the principal Presidential 
yacht when it was decided that the instability of Potomac due to 
topside additions made her more dangerous than wooden Sequoia, 
which might catch fire. Potomac was used only occasionally 
thereafter, and was decommissioned and returned to the Coast 
Guard on November 18, 1945. [12]

President Truman required a replacement for Potomac. and he 
accepted a Navy recommendation to use the 243-foot Williamsburg. 
a former yacht that had seen service as the Navy patrol gunboat 
PG-56. Williamsburg relieved Potomac as Presidential yacht on 
November 5, 1945 and President Truman used her throughout his 
term in office. His successor. President Elsenhower, considered 
her too expensive and ordered her to be decommissioned. [13]

The next Presidential yacht was Lenore II. Built for businessman



Clifford Avery in 1931, she was purchased by the Coast Guard for 
use as a picket boat and renamed CG-92004 in 1943. After World 
War II, she became the tender for Potomac and later for 
Williamsburg, carrying Secret Service men to accompany the 
President alongside the larger vessels. When President Eisenhower 
had the costly Williamsburg retired, CG-92004 was refitted as a 
Presidential yacht and renamed Barbara Anne. She was used for 
occasional cruises until refitting and renaming for President 
John F. Kennedy saw her become Honev Fitz in 1961. President 
Kennedy used her for many pleasure outings and occasionally 
entertained visiting heads of state aboard. President Richard M. 
Nixon renamed her Patricia, but rarely used her and had her 
decommissioned in 1969. [141 Patricia is now a privately-owned 
charter vessel.

Susie E. was another former Coast Guard patrol boat that had been 
built as a yacht. Like Patricia, she was transferred to the Navy 
and was used as a Presidential yacht after Williamsburg was 
disposed of. President Eisenhower made several cruises aboard 
and made Susie E. available for the use of members of his 
cabinet. President Kennedy renamed her Patrick J. and used her 
infrequently when embarking parties larger than Honev Fitz could 
accomodate. President Nixon renamed her Julie; but he also found 
little use for her, and ordered her decommissioned in 1969. [15] 
She, too, is a privately owned charter vessel.

There is no Presidential yacht at present. The Presidential 
Yacht Trust, however, has restored Seguoia to pristine condition 
and after consultation with the White House, Congress, and the 
U.S. Navy have agreed to return Seguoia to Presidential service 
on November 5, 1988.

FOOTNOTES

1
George F. Bass, Editor, A History of Seafaring Based on
Underwater Archaeology (New York; Walker & Company, 1972) pp.
69, 82.

Paul W. Banford, Fighting Shins & Prisons; Mediterranean 
Galleys of France in the Age of Louis XIV (Minneapolis: 
University of Minnesota Press, 1973)

Model of yacht built for George III in collection of the 
Mariners' Museum, Newport News, VA.

Bill Robinson, Legendary Yachts (New York; MacMillan, 
1971, p. 1

David L. Ferguson, Cleopatra * s Barge; The Crowninshield 
Story (Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1976)



Fred E. Crockett II, Special Fleet; The History of 
Presidential Yachts (Camden, Maine: Down East Books, 1985)

7
James L. Mooney, ed. Dictionary of American Nayal Fighting 
Ships (Washington, D.C.: Nayal Historical Center, 1968) Vol. II, 
p. 267. Crockett, pps. 22-26

8
Mooney, Vol. II, p. 284; Crockett, pp. 28-36; Leonard 
Alexander Swann, Jr. John Roach. Maritime Entrepreneur 
(Annapolis: United States Nayal Institute, 1965) Passim; Walter 
R. Herrick, Jr., The American Nayal Reyolution (Baton Rouge: 
Louisiana State Uniyersity Press, 1966) pp. 29-30, 35.

9
Mooney, Vol. VI, p. 704 ; Crockett, pp. 38-40.

10
Mooney, Vol. II, pp. 281-282; Erik Hoffman, The Steam Yachts. An 
Era o£. Elegance (Tuckahoe, New York: John DeGraff, Inc.,
1970) pp. 100-101; Crockett, pp. 42-52.

11
Mooney, Vol. VIII, pp. 444-445; Crockett, pp. 54-62.

12
Mooney, Vol. V, p. 363; Crockett, pp. 64-72; Lt. --------
Hattendorf, "Presidential Yachts," (1977) manuscript. Department 
of the Navy Office of Chief of Naval Operations, p. 9.

L3
Mooney, Vol. VIII, pp. 370-373; Crockett, pp. 74-83; Hattendorf, 
pp. 9-11.

Crockett, pp. 84-88; Hattendorf, p. 12.

Crockett, pp. 90-92; Hattendorf, pp. 12-13
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Operating Plans
An educational curriculum tailored to elementary 
and secondary school students will bring the 
Depression years. World War II, and the American 
presidency to life. To offer this educational opportu
nity to the greatest number of young people, the 
POTOMAC will call on ports throughout the San 
Francisco Bay and the Delta, bringing the ship 
within a one-day field trip of most Northern Califor
nia schools. Over 72,000 students are expected to 
visit the POTOMAC In her first year of operation.

The ship will also be open to the public while at her 
home berth in Oakland and at the various ports 
she calls upon. To help support the school program, 
the POTOMAC will be available for bay cruises 
and charters.

As FDR's presidential yacht, the POTOMAC took 
part in many events that have made a significant 
contribution to the modern American presidency 
and the nation. The POTOMAC will be a unique 
education center, supplying a vital link to our na
tion's past. To bring this ship back to life for the 
benefit of schoolchildren and the general public is 
the mission of the Association for the Preservation of 
the Presidential Yacht POTOMAC.

Contributions to restore the POTOMAC and create 
her "floating museum" are gratefully accepted. All 
gifts are tax deductible to the extent allowed under 
the law.

Gone FIshIn'!



History of the Potomac
! Franklin Delano Roosevelt's yacht, the POTOMAC, 
i the first ship to be called the "Floating White 

House," was one of 18 Coast Guard cutters built in 
1934 as a WPA project. Originally named the 
ELECTRA, she was transferred to the Navy for 

' presidential use and became the U.S.S. POTOMAC 
I in March 1936. As FDR's fishing yacht, she was fitted 
! with a saloon which served as a large dining room,
' four luxury cabins, stainless steel baths, twin gal

leys, private quarters for the President, and a hand- 
operated elevator concealed in the afterstack that 
allowed the disabled Roosevelt to appear almost 
magically between decks.

As FDR's Presidential yacht, she was the site of 
many official State receptions. Guests on the 
POTOMAC included King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth of England, Crown Princess Martha of 
Norway, Prince Karl of Sweden, Queen Wilhelmina 
of the Netherlands, and many other world figures. 
Several of the President's "Fireside Chats" and 

' speeches were broadcast from the vessel's radio 
room. Decisions were made on the POTOMAC that 
had Q lasting impact on the nation and the world. 
At the height of Nazi U-boat activity in 1941, the 
POTOMAC transported President Roosevelt to a se
cret meeting off Newfoundland with Winston 
Churchill, where they forged the Atlantic Alliance.

In 1946, after a decade of service to the President, 
Including use as a Naval research vessel during 
World War II, the POTOMAC was given to the state 
of Maryland where she saw duty as a governor's 
yacht and police communications vessel. She was

. i

King George VI and Queen Elizabeth aboard the POTOMAC 
with FDR and Mrs. Roosevelt during a royal visit to Washington, 
D.C. In June, 1939.

'-IF

sold in 1960 and operated as a passenger vessel in 
the Caribbean. By 1965, the POTOMAC began to 
change ownership frequently, and her condition 
was allowed to seriously deteriorate. In September 
1980, she was seized by U.S. Customs because of 
implications in a drug trafficking operation. The 
POTOMAC was impounded at Treasure Island 
where her hull was pierced on broken pilings and 
she sank. She was raised by the Navy and auc
tioned by the U.S. government. To save this once 
elegant lady from destruction, the Port of Oakland 
purchased her for $15,000 in the spring of 1981.

Restoration Program
In September of 1982, the POTOMAC was put 
ashore to begin the extensive work program neces
sary to bring the vessel back to a fully operational 
condition. Engineering studies and plans have 
been developed to gain a fully certified status un
der the U.S. Coast Guard. Young men and women 
from the California Conservation Corps, handi
capped youth, and retired craftsmen devoted 18 
months to the removal of equipment from the ves
sel, identifying, sorting, and cleaning the useable 
parts. Now the POTOMAC will undergo a two-year 
restoration program accomplished through a 
major ship repair facility in the Bay Area. Profes
sionals will be assigned to monitor every level of 
production work to ensure the highest work 
standards are met. A fund-raising program cur
rently underway is expected to raise $5 million in 
cash, equipment, materials, and services. This 
amount will cover the costs of restoration, permit 
construction of a museum onboard the ship, 
and establish an endowment to subsidize her 
operations.

"Wecjfher fair, sea smooth." The 
POTOMAC heads down the 
Potomac River, passing Mount 
Vernon. The crew Is at the hand
rail. saluting.

i-ir *

About the Association
In 1982 a unique non-profit agency, the Association 
for the Preservation of the Presidential Yacht 
POTOMAC, was formed to undertake the restora
tion of this cultural resource. James Roosevelt, 
eldest son of the President, Is chairman of the Asso
ciation. Corporate leaders, labor union representa
tives, educators, and private citizens from the Bay 
Area and beyond work together on the Associa
tion's Board of Governors to return the POTOMAC to 
her 1939 splendor. Their goal is to preserve this 
historic vessel in order to teach present and future 
generations about the rich heritage of our nation. A 
special mission of the restored POTOMAC will be to 
take schoolchildren on a sea-going experience. 
This unique "floating classroom" will present FDR's 
presidency and the nation's past to the 
schoolchildren of today.

Artist's conception of the restored U.S.S. POTOMAC 
moored at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Pier.
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WE ARE OOT TO BIDl!
,, ■■■ ■ '■ ... -<.vv' ■■ *i'

After a year of planning and a year of architectural v«rk — - ^ 
we are now in the bidding process with five prequalified shipyards. The plans 
and specifications, as well as the associated bidding documents were finalized 
in March and on ^^ril 9th large and bulky packages were given to the five 
shipyards. The bidding process will take approximately two months. We have 
just finished the pre-bid conference which answered the bidders questions and 
look forward to receiving the bids in early June. This is a major hurdle for 
the POTOMAC'S restoration program. We are on track.

MARAD MONIES MATCHED. On March 10th we received the second payment from MarAd.
The $1.8 million received was part of the matching funds authorized by the 
federal grant appropriated in 1984. The initial payment from MarAd was used 
partially for the naval architectural work. We have approximately $500,000 
left on the books at MarAd and will be working towards that release as we 
approach the shipyard construction period. Our thanks to all those who helped 
us in securing these funds. Our treasurer Stan Rosch promptly invested all of 
the POTOMAC funds for use during the restoration program.

THANKS TO THE PBC^LE IN PLANS. Bay Shipbuilding Corporation in Sturgeon Bay, 
Wisconsin once again came to our rescue during our collection of materials for 
the bidding process. Earlier last year. Bob Miller and Jean Deroine had sent 

- to us some 486 builders plans of the original construction of the vessel. A 
month ago they sent to us 57 of these plans in reproducible format. These 57 
J^ey plans are referenced in the Nickum and Spaulding plans and are essential 4 

~ S'S'" i during;,the bidding period. Our thanks to Bay/ Bda and Jean who have really put -
^4 . .%■ retime, energy and donated services towards ^pur program. Also we heartily thank -
^ Cathy Bailey of City Blu^rint in,Oakland. In all they r^rb-l^^

duced over 1,500 plans in record time with a trenvendous cost savings to the 
Potanac. To our friends at City Blue, we ,thank you.

IN KIID PROGRAM. The Purchasing Agents had their campaign kick-off on March 
25th and already we have received two pledges for materials for the restore-’ 
tion. Through John von der Lieth, the sales represeitative of Nelson Studs

'mm
^iend Bob Golding, President, we have received a commitment for the Nelson Studs.|^ 
I^These studs are sroall "bolt-like"-fastenin^ which will adhere the teak}deck.
?4the fantail. Bill Thomas of Thanas ^tAsspciates was able to secure ra.pledge^W;' 

for the Gorman Rupp sewage p^^ to the Gormah $I?upp ,COTp5uiy ;of
*Mansfield>“Ohio for their contribution.^%?john^iasatti and_-Gl«in CunDmins^pfi"
4 yroondvkaiser Engineers provided usB^it^ two^wntributiorjsi IJife^^^

Matson, Mik€; Lucero of -APEii^pRay King bf the Port of ^Oakland; 
Briggs and John Lappin are hot Con the trail of over $1 million in 

Xi 1 materials that can be obtained through the In-Kind program.

■1
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This event. 
Treasurer and

•m
The Bill Ward dinner on February 21st was a tremendous* sued 

held in Alameda, honored Bill for his service as Secret'^^^ 
Legislative Advocate for the State Building and~ Ccxistwctibn" 

Trades Council, Paul Dempster who r^resented the Association at the ‘ ‘
prei^ted Bill :with a ship's bell complete with a bell? rope craft^. 
IS^lprls^Dniqn'hf the Pacific, The evening was. highlighted;:.withian|i^r

m

Sohn|Haining> California Labor Federation, A

KESTORICair RESEARCH continues on such items as|the Chris; Craft boats
lallej^equipinent; Dick Clarke/ Vice^ President^of ^ the^ Sierra Boat^CcjmpanS^I^ 

^^rheiian Bay has been our prime contact on Uie( Chris Crafts, We know
l”; V

„ A ■ conversion.

m
•’i’

series' of four "18 foot Chris Craft boats were ordered" during the
It appears that 2 of the boats went to the Potomac and 1 each went to the Cuyahoga and Sequoia, The serial numbers of the boats were 1726-1730'''^}"^' 

consecutively. However, a curious note is that there never were any 18 foot;i;iiir^^"
boats manufactured, only 17 foot and 19 foot vessels. We also know that A**'-in

*?W^*#¥Deceniber of 1935, a special fishing chair for EBR was proposed for installation#!
------------------------------ . . - - - - _ _ ^ . ...*3Chris Crafts, However, during a majority of the' fishing^vtrips»EDR| 

preferred the" 26 foot whaleboat and the s^etlservice" and mail’^riH personhel^lIfF;?;;#!
, used the Chris Crafts, If anyone has "any information, please let us knowT V ^

CREH MSeSR NOB. We wanted to share some of the recent "treasures" we have . 
received from our ever faithful crew moitoers, Irving Lee from Hattiesburg' 
Mississippi writes, "we had word that the President was going to take Eaila,^^^^ 
his black Scottie Dog, down the river on a trip, A shipfitter, who did. the 
carpentering aboard, had to get busy and build a 'sand box' for the dog. When VvV , 
the dog was brought aboard, the box was TOO HIGH for Ealla, The shipfitter got • 
busy quickly to rebuild the box," Joe Brown and Paul Harless spent some time 
reminiscing about the fishing trips aboard the POTOMAC, "Nearly every weekend 
frexn May until November the President went fishing. We use to go down to where 
the river emptied into the Chesapeake Bay and anchor. As soon as the President 
started fishing, the crew did too. Once, the President was having no luck, but 
crewmen on the bow were. We quietly took up anchor and moved forward, so the 
President would be in the right place," Crew members! Can you help us? We 
need information on the President's stateroom, bed, and other furnishings, .

HEGHLIOtriNS MR. CHAIEMAH. For those of you who have not had an opportunity to 
meet the Chairman of the Potomac Board of Governors, we wanted to highlight 
James Roosevelt this issue. Eldest child of Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt, 
James was his father's personal aide during the Roosevelt administration. He 
rsnenibers many trips aboard the Potomac. He has often described the King and 
Queoi of England's visit to America in 1939 and their trip down the Potanac 
River on the USS POTOMAC. Passing Mount Vernon, the home of George Washington,

4j^?^^,x4^g4,our^Cteirman recalls the Queen turning to her husband and stating,"That's 
' Alienee who beat us, you know." James Roosevelt, though; holding a full time ¥

and the March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation, 
calendar reads like an airline schedule.

Mr. Roosevelt's personal

, KEEP^'ncSB CAISB^ A^ LETTERS GOMINS. As a service "to the coninunity, 
educational nonprof it, we are here to make things happai. Drop us a line or;

who will one day board the vessel. TOLL STEAM AHEAD.

Pi
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ISSDE «5 jm 1986

happy HEH YEARl, And« happy it is as we inake great strides in pur v^y < f 
restoration program of tiie USS POTOMflC, Through the tremendous efforts of » 
our Restoration Caimittee we have now established an ev^ts schedule which 
will lead to the ultimate restoration. We are now finalizing the plans' and ^ 
specifications for the bid package. A works organization will soon be 
established. The plans and qjecifications will thei be submitted to the 
Coast Guard for review. Qualified bidders will be selected frcxn our
prequalification questicxmaire. The bid packages will be given to selected 
shipyards. Proposals will be received from bidders and then the award and 
comnencemait of shipyard work will take place. iWe have already started on 
this trackline having recently seit out our prequalificaticai question
naires. As we jurp over each of these hurdles we come closer to our goal.

SMOOTH SAILING to Nickvnt and ^>aulding as they wrap up their work on the 
Potomac plans and specifications. Most of the staff in Seattle had their 
hand in this project from Joyce who answered the phones to Paul Gow who 
designed the «igineering systems. Project Manager, Larry Menne, Sr. spent 
many wakeful nights trying to reconcile the reconstruction of a 50 year old 
vessel with the new safety and construction requirements of the Coast 
Guard. This will be Larry's last project as he retires from Nicloan and 
Spaulding vpcxi completion with the Potomac's work. He says of his efforts:
"^e.- I^tcroac was an interesting and challenging job. It was the most 
historically unique vessel that I have done." After he retires he plans to 
continue to watch the progress on the reconstruction, and he hopes for a 
hand at the wheel as the Potomac takes her maiden voyage. Best regards to 
John Waterhouse, Stan Stunobo, Russ McCotnb, Paul Gow and all the others who 
contributed to a job well done.

- -V. .̂ '^r- ■ . ■ '■- -S'

HISTORICAL RESEARCH has been aooomplished through a number of volunteers. 
Two marine radio receivers (Models RAK-7 and RAL-7) were recently donated 
from the USS JEREMIAH O'BRIEN, we were assisted in this effort by Tom 
Stroud, Radio Officer of the JEREMIAH O'BRIEN. We are hopeful that we can 
completely restore the radio room with the equipment the POTOMAC had during 
her presideitial service. We have also made contact with Sperry Marine 
Systems of ySan Francisco, who has recently donated a Sperry Mark XIV; 
gyroconpassj^nd fmotorgenerator. E ; This gyrocompass which aHJears fand 
functions litoe|the original will be completely (^rational for students ^to ; 
learn about ^tbe^rkings of this navigational aid. Many thanks to Marine/ 
Engineer Rickjl^llbaum ofiESpemiy and-to Sperry staff who-madeEHthis- 
delation possibleirH The ;bld "gyfoconnpass^^ Mark VI, is currently in
storage and willtbe on static display in toe Roosevelt Museun. Dick Clarke, 
Vice President of the Sierra Boat Company in Camelian Bay, California and 
Lar:^ Hintz of Algonac, Michigan are helping us in our research on the 
Christ Craft motorboats. We are also continuing our work in such diverse 
areas as the china used aboard, galley equipment, and historical 
photographs.
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l<xa) MDBER NE8S. Oar oorrespondenoe from crew maiiiers continues to a
tremendous source of delight and historical detail. On their own various 
crew members have gottoi together to reminisce about their days aboard tte 
yacht. We have posed such questions as "what kind of typewriter was in 
the ship's office" or "were there any models made! of the POTOMflC" and we 
can always count on a req>onse. ; Paul Harless o£; South Carolina wouldj like
scxneday to hold a reunion of the crew members.;;^ We hc^ that "soroed^ 
not too far off. Ke^ up the good worki

The good news is that we have "made ' our match, "fc; In 1984 theMARSD* iJIC tJCwa wiob , wre: iicivc uiours ' vu... ------------------ -----------

Association was given a $2.5 million dollar matching grant from the federal 
government towards restoratiai. We have been working with the Maritime 
Administraticxi officials in compiling our documeitation for the 
matching requirement. We finalized our request for reimbursement this 
month and have completed the federal audit requirements. We are now 
awaiting the "cash out" which will be allocated to the construction 
program. •yj; ;

y.-,

ITT'

-u.i*
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IN KM) PROGRAM. The* In Kind program" has been gearing i^> over the past few 
months to laundi a tremendous effort? to secure pledges from vaidors Md 
conatruction suppliers for equipmait and materials for the restoration 
program. Joining our efforts is: Jim Sweeney and Al Leony from totson 
Navigation, Mike Lucero from American President Lines, John Biasatti from 
Raymond Kaiser Engineers and Ray King of the Port of Oakland. Clarence 
Briggs of the Pacific Coast Metal Trades, who serves on the Potomac Board, 
will be spearheading the effort from labor to obtain in kind pledges. It 
has always been thought that the potential for companies to si^ly material 
during the construction phase is a unique oK»rtunity for giving to the USS 
POTOMAC.
labor mens. Reserve the date February 21st for the Labor dinner honoring 
William "Bill" Ward. Before Bill's elevation to the State Building and 
Construction Trades Council as Secretary Treasurer and Legislative 
Advocate, he served in a similar capacity in Alameda County. The rec^tion 
at the Blue Dolphin in San Leandro will begin at 6:30 p.m. Ticket 
information is available through Tom Stapleton's office at (415) 431-1568. 
Contact Jim Earp for details.
SHIP'S MODELS. We have had a lot of interest in building ship's models or 
half hulls of the USS POTOMAC, or the sister vessels of the ELBCTFA. To 
date we know of one completed mxxiel of the POTOMAC on display at Hyde Park. 
We believe this model was built by O.C. Chapman, D.L. Fernald and the 
ship's engineers, and given to President Roosevelt. A local resident of 
Oakland, Randy Morris, built a model of the OGC ELBCTRA and is currently 
working on a scale model of the POTOMAC, f Bud Stewart of American 
Presidait Lines develqped a set of lines plans for half hulls and built a 
half model of approximately 20" from bass swood. Anyone interested in 
further information, please contact the office eind we can supply you with 
others who are working on models.

. -vA ■ ■■

ON TO GONSIHDCnON. This is an important year for the POTOMAC. Let's all
4^,k'.

work together to bring the restored POTOMAC a reality for school children- 
...lest th^ forget.

- 2 -
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A PRESENTATION 

ON BEHALF OF

THE PRESIDENTIAL YACHT POTOMAC

Prepared For:

IN-KIND PROGRAM

-»

The Association for the Preservation 
of the Presidential Yacht Potomac
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ASSOCIATICM FOR 1HE KtESSWXnON 
OF 1HE FRESIEamAL YACHT K7DQNAC

James R<x>sevelt
James Roosevelt & Ccnpar^
Chairman of the Board

The Honorable Licaiel J. Wilson 
Mayor of Oakland 
Bonocary Chairman

James F. McCloud
Vice Chairman of the Board
Raymond-Kaiser Engineers
President

Paul Danpster 
President 
Sailors Union of
Vice President

the Pacific

Herman Gcdlegos 
Chairman of the Board 
Hunan Resources Corporation
Vice President

Edb/ard M. Kovach 
Vice President & Chief Counsel 
F^cific Maritime Association 
Secretary

W^ter Abernathy 
Executive Director 
Port of Oakland

Dr. J. David Bowick 
Si;^rintendent of Schools 
Oakland Unified School District

Qarence E. Briggs 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Pacific Coast Metal Trades 
District Council AFL-CIO

Marsden S. Cason 
Chairman & CEO 
Bquitec Financial Groi^,

Hairy Disley 
President
Marine Fireman's union

Inc.

Qyde E. Dodson
Vice President, West Coast
Marine Engineers Beneficial Assoc.

Alan C. Furth 
President
Southern Pacific Compare

Elizabeth Gatov

H. wayne Goodroe 
President 
Oakland Board of 
Port Conmissioners

Arthur Haskell 
Senior Vice President 
Matson Navigation Company

John F. Henning
Executive Secretary/Treasurer
Cedifornia Labor Federation AEL/CIO

Elnelyn K. Jewett 
Senior Vice President 
Oakland Tribune

Captain J<^ H. Kinert, U.S.N. 
Professor of Naval Science & 

Ccmnanding Officer, NHOTC

John Lappin
International Representative 
International Brotherhood of 
Electriccd Workers

Dean S. Lesher 
Publisher
Gcxitra Costa Times

Werner Lewald 
President
Transpacific Transportation Gcnpany

Captain Robert J. Lowen 
President
International Association of 
Masters, Mates & Pilots, AFL/CIO



Qiuck Mack 
President
Teamsters Joint Council No. 7

Cornell Maier 
Chairman & CEO
Kaiser Alumimn & Chenicsd Corp.

George McCartney 
West Coast Vice President 
Seafarers Internationed 
union of N.A. - AETi/dO

Christopher R. Redlich 
President
Marine Terminals Corporation

Michael Roosevelt 
Attorney-at-Law
Heller, Ehrman, White & McAuliffe

W.B. Seaton 
Presdient
American President Lines

Walter Shorenstein 
Chairman of the Board 
Milton Meyer & Conpany

Marion Sims 
Executive Director 
Oakland Boys Club

T. J. Stapleton 
Business Manager 
Operating Engineers 
Loccd Union #3

Brent Stienecker
Vice President
Crowl^ Maritime Corporation

Jake F. Wiest 
President
District Council of Iron Wbrkers
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Mat-lnnal (VWliainBPn
Lane Kirkland Cornell C. Maier
President, AFL/CIO Chairman & CEO, Kaiser Aluminum

& Cheoical
California fhairmm

Wlalter Shorenstein 
Chairman of the Board 
Milton Meyer & Company

Bdbcational

Captain John Kinert, Professor,
Naval Science, Universi^ of California

Dr. Diane Brooks, Ccdifornia State 
Department of Education

Jerry Cummings, California State 
Department of Education

Bat Geyer, California State 
Department of Education

Lt. Col. Randy Council, Oakland Unified 
School District

Stan Vukovich, Oakland unified 
School District

Edna Washington, Oakland Unified 
School District

GomeoMent

James Roosevelt, Chairman 
James Roosevelt Gompaxiy 
Irvine, CA

Walter A. Abernathy, Executive Director 
Port of Oakland

Richard L. Sinnott 
Richard L. Sinnott Company 
Washington, D.C.
Marifii* TnAnrt-Fi,

W. B. Seaton, President 
American President Lines

Leo Collar, Executive Vice President 
Crowley Maritime Corporation

Maritif* Industry (continued)

John C. Couch, Executive Vice President & 
000, Matson Navigation Company

Geredd M. Cople, Vice President & General 
Manager, Pacific Sea-Land Services, Inc.

Werner Lewald, President 
Transpacific Transportation Co.

In-Kind Oontributions

James F. McCloud
Vice Chairman of the Board
Raymcxid-^Caiser Engineers

Eugene K. Pentimonti, Vice President 
Land Operations 
American President Lines

Clarence Briggs 
Secretary/Treeisurer 
I^icific Coast Metal Trades 
District Council AFL-CIO

Robert Doran, Machinery Inspector 
American President Lines

H. P. "Bud" Stewart 
Marine Consultant 
American President Lines

Les Harlander
L.A. Harlander & Associates

Clinton S. Mathews,
Vice President & General Manager 
Transamerica Delaval, Inc.
Arthur J. Haskell, Senior Vice President 
Matson Navigation Company
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Herman Gallegos 
Chairman of the Board 
Human Resources Corporation

Pat Pineda 
Conmissioner 
Port of Oakland

Chuck Patterson 
General Manager 
Oakland Convention Center

Marion Sims 
Executive Director 
Oakland Boys Club

Michael Roosevelt 
Attorney at Law
Hellerf Ehrman, White & McAuliffe

Jack Henning
Executive Secretary/Treasurer 
California Labor Federation, AFL/CIO

Chuck Mack, President 
Teamsters Joint Council

Henry Oisley, President 
Marine Fireman's Union

Clyde Dodson, Vice President
Marine Engineers Beneficial Association

Paul Denpster, President 
Sailors Union of the Pacific

Captain Robert J. Lowen, Presdient 
International Association of Master, 
Mates & Pilots, MUCIO

George McCartney, Vice President 
Seafcurers Internationed. Union of 

N.A. - AFL/CIO

Muaeun

Sue Tisue-Kahn

L. llionias (Tom) Frye, Chief 
Currator of History, Oakland Museum

George Harlan

Terry MacRae 
Hornblower Yachts, Inc.

Suzanne Mathis

Dorothy Miller

Donald V. Reardon

Susan L. Rogers, Executive Director 
Potomac Association

Bob Rushing 
J.W. Silveria Co.

Fred A. Stindt

Maxine Stoddard

Operations

Brent A, Stienecker, Senior V.P. &
General Mgr., Pacific Div. Crowley Maritime

Henry Disley, President, Firemen's 
Union

Michael Roosevelt, Attorney at Law 
Heller, Ehrman, White & McAuliffe

Jack Lambert, Assistant Chief Engineer, 
Port of Oakland

Bud Stewart, Marine Consultant,
American President Lines

Terry Koenig, Marketing Manager,
Crowley Maritime

David Pence, General Manager,
Crowley Maritime
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page 3

Wblic Relations

Mel Wax, Director Public Affairs,
Port of Oakland
Art Blum, Art Blum Agency
David Nelson, Nationed Maritime Museum
Steve Potash, Stephen Potash & Company
Richard Spees, Kaiser Aluminum & 
Chenical Corp.
Cynthia Testa, Director of Public 
Affairs, Milton N^er & Co.
national Advlaorv Ooiaicil
Marian Anderson
Ralph Bellany
U.S. Senator Alan Cranston
Margaret Trunan Daniel
Congresanan Ronedd V. Delluns
Mayor Dianne Peinstein
B(^ Hope
Dr. R. Gordon Hoxie 

Lane Kirkland

Cornell C. Maier
Robert C. Maynard
Ambassador Michael J. Mansfield
Representative Ihoroas P. "Tip" O'Neill
U. S. Senator Jennings Randolph
Elliott Roosevelt
Martin Sheen
Frank Sinatra
U. S. Senator Pete Wilson
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HISTORY

Destined to beconve a presidential yacht, this 165 foot 

vessel began its career as a Coast Guard Cutter. Originally 

named the Electra, the riveted steel patrol boat was launched 

in June of 1934 and honeported in Norfolk, Virginia. Her 

duties as a Coast Guard Cutter consisted of routine patrols 

between Norfolk and Massacnusetts, rendering assistance when 

necessary and trailing run runners who were still around though 

prohibitiwi had been repealed the year before.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt, had taken office 

March 4, 1933, periodically used the yacht Sequoia for 

relaxation. Heavily outfitted in wood, the Sequoia was 

considered a fire hazard ty the Navy Department. Urging the 

President to consider another vessel, they recormended the 165 

foot steel patrol boats "such as the Coast Guard used." Finally 

when Roosevelt agreed, the Coast Guard Cutter Electra was 

dispatched to the Norfolk Naval Shipyard in Novanber of 1935 

for conversion to presidential service. This conversion 

centered on the addition of a salon, dining rocm, four luxury 

cabins, stainless steel baths, twin galleys, private 

presidential quarters and extra-wide passageways. In addition, 

the after stack on the vessel was gutted and a small 

hand-<^rated elevator was concealed in the circular casing to 

allow the President to move unrestricted between the decks. In
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March of 1936, the vessel completed her shipyard retrofitting 

and duly became the U.S.S. POTOMAC.

The U.S.S. POTOMAC served as Roosevelt's chief refuge frcin 

the heavy strain of office in the increasingly tense time of 

world crisis and war. Always a great sailor and fisherman, 

F.D.R. frequently used the vessel to travel i?> and down the 

coast, earning it the name of "The Floating White House." In 

1941, in its most daring escapade, the POTOMAC was used in a 

secret meeting between Roosevelt and Churchill, m August of 
that year, Roosevelt set sail on the U.S.S. POTOMAC ostensibly 

for a "salt-water and fishing vacaticxi." Instead of a 

leisurely trip the POTOMAC was making a rendezvous with the 

U.S.S. AUGUSTA where F.D.R. transferred to the warship. The 

AUGUSTA travelled tcvards Newfoundland to meet with the British 

battleship PRINCE OF WALES. There Roosevelt and Churchill 

drafted the 8 peace aims known as the Atlantic Charter and 

planned the U.S. role in the coming war in Europe, The 

POTOMAC, meanwhile keeping up the pretense, sailed through the 

narrow Cape Cod Canal. A look-edike volunteer donned the 

President's fedora and jauntily waved from the POTOMAC'S deck 

to onlookers, thus ensuring the security of the historic suinnit 

meeting.

Roosevelt used his vessel to entertain dignitaries, heads 

of state, national leaders and chief advisors. Most notably, 

the British Royal family visited the vessel in 1939. The
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usually stark steel vessel was transformed with fluttering 

white awnings on the main and boat decks, the rattan furniture 

covered with chintz slip covers, the brass poles polished and 

baskets of flowers set everywhere. The King and Queen of 

England travelled down the Potomac River where hundreds lined 

the shore to wave them on.

In 1942 the POTOMAC was confined to the inland waters as 

the Secret Service feared attack from the marauding German 

U-boats off the Atlantic Coast. When the President used her 

less as the war droned on, the POTOMAC was used to test 

underwater detection devices for the Naval Research Laboratory. 

Six months after the President's death, the POTOMAC was 

returned to the U.S. Coast Guard service. Not having an

immediate use for this former presidential yacht, the Coast 

Guard transferred the vessel to the Maryland Tidewaters 

Fisheries Conmission. Until 1960 she served double duty as the 

Governor's yacht and as an environmental research vessel. Ihen 

she was purchased by private investors for use as a ferry 

vessel between Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. In 1964, 

the POTOMAC was bought by Elvis Presley v^o donated her to St. 

Jude's Hospital, which hoped to use the vessel as a fund 

raising restaurant. However, v^en logistics auid costs

prevented this, the POTOMAC was sold again to a west coast 

entrepreneur who had visicxis of converting her to a floating 

nujseum. In August of 1980, the POTOMAC sailed into

- 3 -
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San Francisco Bay under the flag of a fictitious charity 

group. A few days later the POTOMAC was seized along with a 

carpanicMi vessel for conspiracy in importing marijuana into the 

United States and was iirpounded at Treasure Island. Her hull, 

wasted by years of disrepair was pierced by the broken pilings 

lying underneath the vessel, and the POTOMAC sank at her 

mooring. In a three week operatic, the POTOMAC was raised by 

Navy divers and her hull was temporarily patched.

In ;^ril of 1981, she was auctioned by U.S. Customs for 

$15,000 to the Port of Oakland. The Port, unable to see this 

ship—a part of our nation's history—be sold for scrap, bought 

the vessel and began preliminary restoration work. Since the 

vessel was put ashore in Septanber 1982, young men and women of 

the California Conservation Corps, handicapped youth and 

retired craftsmen have devoted eighteen mcMiths to the removal 

of equipment from the vessel, identifying sorting and cleaning 

usuable parts.

- 4 -



STATEMENT OF PDRPOSR

Educational experiences in historical settings provide a 

touchstone for all Anericans to get a greater sense of who they 

are. Preservation of historical properties relating to the 

Presidency si^^ply a vital link to our nation's past. Uie 

U.S.S. FOTOMACf once called the "Floating White House/" served 

as the backdrop for mcnients of national historical importance. 

It is a cultural resource associated with events and people 

that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 

of our history. The opportunity to bring to life this historic 

past is the mission of the Association for the Preservation of 

the Presidential Yacht Potomac.

The Association was incorporated as a non-profit agency in 

1982. James Roosevelt/ eldest son of the President/ serves as 

Chairman. Joining Mr. Roosevelt on the Association Board of 

Governors are corporate leaders/ labor representatives and 

along with coiiinunity and political leaders.

Once restored/ the rorOMAC will be a floating classroon 

which conveys the office of the Presidency euid criticcU. rocments 

of our nation's past to school children and visitors who board 

the vessel. In itself a historic artifact/ the U.S.S. POTOMAC 

will serve as a unique educational center to teach present and 

future generations about a significant era and the rich 

heritage of our nation.

- 5 -



Bcsed cn the completion of the restoration program, the 

operation of the POTOMAC is projected to begin in 1987. At 

that time, the ship will be a U.S. Coast Guard certificated 

passenger vessel and authorized to carry up to 150 passengers 

while underway.

EDOCanCMAL OSE

Of the four operating uses of the POTOMAC, foremost is the 

educational component.
A curriculum will be developed for this conponent by a 

special selected Task Force of distinguished scholars and 

secondary educators. This Task Force will identify the themes 

and topics for coverage in the curriculum. It is anticipated 

that major themes will include; the role of the President, 

relationship of government and the economy, contrasts in 

American political philosophy, the Depression and American 

literature, the role of handicapped persons in society, the 

impact of nass conmunicatiens on cultural change and the social 

reforms for American workers. The research and curriculum 

development by the Task Force will strengthen, supplement and 

otherwise enhance existing educational materials of this era 

presently in use in California secondary schools.

Close ccx)peration between the Task Force and secondary 

sciiool and university educators will be established through 

formation of an Advisory Council which will critically review 

the oxjrricaalum as it is developed. It is anticipated that this

- 6 -
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interaction between the Task Force men±)ers and the Advisory 

Council will encourage infusion and dissemination of the latest 

research of scholars directly into the secondary school 

curriculum. Therefore, students taking part in the POTDMAC 

curriculum will have the unique (^^portunity to learn of the 

issues and events of modern American history in loco, i.e. in a 

setting where sane of this history actually happened.

On board exhibits and audio-visual presentatiois to be 

develc^>ed fron the curriculum will make the information 

presented alive and meaningful for the students. However, the 

curriculum will also be designed for use independent of a visit 

on board ship, so that all schools can use the product of this 

program, regardless of proximity to the POTDMAC.

There is no other program currently in place or being 

attempted which utilizes a historical monument in this manner 

to present an interdisciplinary secondary school curriculum.

The vessel's hone port will be in Oakland's Jack London 

Square at the newly constructed Franklin D. Roosevelt Pier. It 

will also travel to six other ports, serving school children 

from twelve counties.

For the first year of (^raticwi beginnng in March, the 

Potonac will make a lOO-day vc^age around the Bay. Ports of 

call are: Larkspur, Oakland, Redwood City, Sacramento, San 

Francisco, Stocktai and Vallejo.

The lengths of stay will be directly related to the school 

population of the area. At present the educatiaial program

- 7 -



will be designed for the 5th, 8th, and 11th grades. However,

only the 11th graders will go on an underway excursion pending 

funding.

It is estimated that 72,000 students will visit the 

POTOMAC during its first year of operation. Of these, almost 

26,000 will take part in underway excursions.

WJSEGM DSE
A shoreside museum is planned adjacent to the ship's berth 

on the Franklin D. Roosevelt Pier. The museum space will be 

arranged to display and interpret the JDR years, the U.S.S. 

Pot^ history, and the American Presidency. Ihe museum will 

encompass an exhibition hall, a display area, and a small 
audio-visual area. shore there will also be a small 

ticketing booth adjacent to the museum for the sales of bay 

cruise tickets and museum entrance fees.

•Hie purpose of the shoreside museum, which will be open 

196 days of the year, is to prepare the visitor for the tour on 

board the vessel. It is envisioned that the museum both on 

shore and on board the vessel will contain static displays and 

rotating exhibits from Hyde Park, Washington D.C., Manitowoc, 

Wisconsin as well as other sources of historical materials. It 

is also envisioned that tape players will be located throughout 

t±e vessel. Continuous running tapes of 2-3 minutes in duration 

will help move the flow of traffic, yet provide a rapid assimi-

- 8 -
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lation of infonnatiOT. Market research indicated that an 

estunated 80,000 visitors will tour the POTOMAC during the 

first year of operation.

BMT QPISE

Cruises in the San Francisco Bay will be offered as one of 
the methods to si^jport the school program. Hie Bay cruise will 

allow tourists to board the vessel for an underway excursion of 

approximately cxie hour.

CHARIER DSE

While the ship's use is to serve the veurious segments of 

the public, there is considerable interest among private groins 

who wish to use the vessel for socials and dinners and 

particularly fund raising events. When the vessel is not 

eiployed for schools or Bay cruises, it may be utilized for 

charter arrangements. The months of May, August, September, 

and October are currently targeted for charter usage. It is 

anticipated that the majority of charters will be scheduled for 

weekend evenings.

- 9 -
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CDRREWr MEED fc PBfnwrr TODQCT

When the Bjrt of Oakland purchased the U.S.S. POOOftC, the ship bore 

little reseafclenoe to the proud vessel that had once served as the Floating 

White House. Bepairs involving mote than 300 major tasks have been identified 

by marine engineers as necessary to rea^- the ship for Coast Guard certlfi- 

oauon. Ihia «ill require a year to ooaplete at a total cost of 55.0 million.
POIOHAC is now out of the water and resting on wooden blocks along Oak

land's Moarcadero. A small shipyard has been built on »rt property to 

facilitate the restoration of the vessel to her past Presidential splendor.

Niaaerous old photographs reveal the details of the rorcMACs former
beauty. Ohe historical integrity and accuracy of the restoration process will
also be assured ty detailed specifications as well as mmaories of those who

were on board. Froa the leather-cushioned seats on the fantail to the hardwood
bunks and lockers in the officer's quarters below, every detail wUl be faith- 

fully reproduced.

•me project will restore the five passenger stateroona, two working 

galleys, the nain salon, and the deck house. Special attention will be paid 

to the President s private quarters. Hmerous historical artifacts will be 

purchased and/or obtained on permanent loan from museums and private 

collections. Plans also call for the pilot house to be lifted off the top of 
the ship, retored to its original appearance, then hoisted back in place.

- 10 -
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Hie solicitation of materials for the restoration effort has long been 

recognized as a viable source of contributions to the POTOMAC'S restoration. A 

comprehensive materials listing has been developed which details the required 

items to complete all phases of vessel construction and outfitting. Many 

corporations, siq^pliers, vendors of specialized parts, have stated an interest 

in donating the applicable materials for restoration. The In-Kind Goal estab

lished is to a<Siieve 75% of the 1.1 million in materials identified. The 

Association is a designated non-profit corporation and a gift of materials to 

the Association is considered a charitable gift by federal and state 

authorities. Valuation of that gift is up to the individual giving 

organization.

The BOTDMAC presents a unique opportunity for a multitude of 

organizations to give in their specific capacity a significant gift to a worthy 

cause.

- 11 -
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FEDERAL & STATE 

EXEMPTION LETTERS



o

internal Revenue Service 
District Director

o***' NOV 3 0 1983

The Association for the Preservation 
of the Presidential Yacht Potomac 

P. 0. Box 2064 
Oakland, CA 94604

Department of the Treasury

Employer Identification Numbon
93-0830589
Accounting Period Ending:
June 30

Foundation Statue Claceification:
509(a)(1) and 170(b)(1)(A)(vi) 

Advance Ruling Period Ende:
June 30, 1988 

Pereon to Contact:
Desk Officer 

Contact Telephone Number:
(415) 556-5353

m

Dear Applicant:

in your^aDDlLatfrt^r^^”” supplied, and assuming your operations will be as stated

as a privIte"foiInd^tior^H a publicly supported organization, and not
beeinS orthn i advance ruling period. This advance ruling period
begins on the date of your inception and ends on the date shown above.

needed to determine whether you have met the requirements of the
have b^ei a^n^r^ V®" estabUsh that you
509(aWl? L sno? organization, you will be classified as a section
S^the aLlicfhli^ ^ organization as long as you continue to meet the requirements
dur ^g the adtaite ruttn'v ®®PP®*-^ requirements
futite peti^ • r“ classified as a private foundation for
treatod*^as a classified as a private foundation, you will be

°" the determination- that you are not a private 
the ?” ^ after the end of your advance ruling period If you submit

reiy on the advance determination until the Service makes a final determln*tinn nr«cUoTxWM?iUau“V,"» lon^ir 
action 170(b)(1)(A)(vl)* organization is published in the Internal Revenue Bulletin

pubu‘:iu“'' T thTia^rr“uch •
"r!:: 1“
b:“i“:^r;a"i''r.i:rs:r^nr^:3 br;:r ,rrrcLaalflcatloa aa a 5.oUoal70(b)(l)(A)(vl). oreanUaur 

P.o. Box 36040, Sen Francisco. Calif. 94102 (ov.o 

*and 509(a)(1)
Letter 1045(00) (6-77)



Chang" p?Ln.TL°L::'’sr'w« “'■ “p'-'ation
yo:na::Ta:s?,a^r"^““°" -■ T.ti ziz
a Ml,er of a«"pUorLru‘f!crie\rprovlded 1,°^^“? (FICA| taxes unless you file 
Act. If you have paid FICA taxes without filing thP Insurance Contributions
ara no. UaPle foe me lax Imposed undee Ue^L^t.m-S^eZlojrn^trAc'f

taxes under Chapter^4rorthrCode'’'Howeie^'"^yor”'' subject to the excise
other Federal excise taxes. If you have anv’oLst exempt from
other Federal taxes, please let'us know. about excise, employment, or

BequesJ3!'Lg:cie:'"eVL"s"tJl:^

deductible for Federal estate and eift tax nprovisions of sections 2055, 21ol and 2522 oJ^thrCodV^®^ applicable

Tax, iTlyTr your'gr^I^reciiptrLrye^r'ar" no
return is required, it must be fUerbr^he isth ^ If a
end of your annual accounting period The lai J ^he
a maximum of $5,000, when a return is filed la r'"'? ^ ^ ’^P to
for the delay. ^^te, unless there is reasonable caLe

You are not required to file Federal iny«f,mxx * 
to the tax on unrelated business income under sectiL’^si^r^r
subject to this tax you miist file section 511 of the Code. If you are
inner. »e are no. deu™mmg ma.her a^r^'r 1"
are unrela.ed .rade or busineas as defined m ^C'lrsiror.nrK"

an e.:uyrrid“.s:i:!;„‘r"‘-r:o.":?:r^r::: ‘r
be assigned to you-and you will be advised of it pi ^ ^application, a number will 
fe.urn, yon fUe and in all correapond^ol

andfo\\^":rn:'’‘:,J:»"-“;j„J«lP^r.solve^any^Ones.m

au.beJ^“ ZZTZZ ^o\ZlTuTZ''‘ - -‘-hone

Sincerely yours.

VTu<\qj^ I
District Director

Please see attached.

Letter 1045(00) (6-77)



STATE OF CALIFORNIA mFRANCHISE TAX BOARD
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95867

(800) 852-7050 

December 9, 1983

The Association for the Preservation 
of the Presidential Yacht Potomac 

c/o Susan Rogers 
P. 0. Box 2064 
Oakland, CA 94604

In reply refer to 
342: MS: jw:g

Purpose
Form of Organization 
Accounting Period Ending 
Organization Number

Educational 
Corporation 
June 30 
1137148

' °Pe'»tions comma,

f^xemnt'Sn^anonl''®'"', I®? O^Oanization Annual Information Return) or Form 199B
f V '"'off^ation Statement) on or before the 15th day of the 5th month
qukemJnts accounting period. See annual instructions with forms for re-

mom'h^rvT rsr°,rr m rra'."s:r,r,r^ 

mrs7crnrs.i«"w“r» »pp
JrT- '“PP PPPP'P'P >PPlm«Pons.

*This exemption effective as of March 17, 1983

D. Hareid 
Supervisor 
Exempt Audit Unit

cc: Registrar of Charitable Trusts

FTB 4208 (REV. 11^3)



DONOR GIFT PLANS
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THE RESTORATION OF THE USS PQTOHAC 

PLANS FOR GIVING

PRESIDENT’S CABINET MEMBER

o Contributor's Name Displayed on 
Plaque at the Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Pier, Home Port of the USS Potomac

0 Museum-quality Ship Model of 
USS Potomac

o Engraved Certificates

o Boarding Pass for the Potomac's 
Maiden Voyage

ADMIRAL
o Contributor's Name Displayed on 

Plaque at the Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Pier

o Wood Half Hull Model of the USS Potomac 

o Engraved Commission Certificate 

o Maiden Voyage Pass 

CAPTAIN

o Contributor's Name Displayed on 
Plaque at the Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Pier

o USS Potomac Ship's Bell Replica 

o Engraved Commission Certificate 

0 Malden Voyage Pass

$100,000

$ 75,000

$ 50,000



COMMANDER
o Contributor's Name Displayed on 

Plaque at the Franklin 0. Roosevelt 
Pier

0 USS Potomac Ship's Dog on Teak Decking 

o Engraved Conmlsslon Certificate 

o Malden Voyage Pass 

LIEUTENANT
o Contributor's Name Displayed on 

Plaque at the Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Pier

0 Commemorative Laser Engraved Plaque 
of the USS Potomac

0 Engraved Conmlsslon Certificate

ENSIGN

0 Contributor's Name Displayed on 
Plaque at the Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Pier

o Framed Poster

0 Engraved Conmlsslon Certificate

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER

0 Replica of Presidential Plate used 
on Board USS Potomac

o Engraved Certificate

$ 25.000

S 10,000

$ 5,000

$ 1,500



CALIFORNIA/THE PACIFIC/ MARKETS

MONDAY

SEPTEMBER 3, 1990 BUSINESS
HIGHLIGHTS
NOTICE TO READERS
The nation's financial marketa 
will be closed today in ob
servance of Labor Day. Banka, 
government offices and many 
businesses will also be closed.

POTOMAC REBIRTH: Franklin 
D. Roosevelt's presidential yacht is 
getting a new lease on life at the 
Port of Oakland. D1

GASOLINE IN EUROPE: Eu
rope's high gasoline prices have 
gone dramatically higher in recent 
weeks. But the impact may be mild 
on European drivers. D1

CONCERT SOUEEZE: With rising 
costs, a soft economy and fewer 
superstar attractions, the econom
ics of rock 'n' roil concerts is 
becoming less lucrative for pro
moters. D1

CANADIAN BONDS: Canada of
fers some of the highest-yielding 
government bonds in the world. D4

THE PACinC
PacRim 90, a conference on 
international trade and finance 
opening next Sunday in San 
Francisco, will feature a 
high-powered lineup of heads 
of sute and chief executives. 
Bob Hawke, above, the 
Australian prime minister, will 
participate. DS

MARKET WATCH
market BEAT; Columnist Tom 
Pstnino considers the outlook for 
sehunty guard company Plnk«- 
3s|i's Inc. Di

SEALS: CotunmM Allin Sloan is 
M vacation.
MEDIA SLUMP; Stocks of mada 
aSnpaniea, long a fhvottte ot invea- 
tors and traders alike, have been

FDR’s Yacht 

Is Getting
Shipshape

M Tourism: Restoration funds are running 
short, but there are efforts to make the 
Potomac part of a historic park in Oakland. 
The city hopes that it will lure visitors.

By MARTHA GROVES
TIMES STAFF WRITEl

n 1935. President Franklin D. Rooeeveit plucked from I obscurity a 165-foot Coast Guard cutter and ordered it 
I refitted with a dining salon, ataterooma and a 

-A- hand-operated elevator to accommodate the wheel
chair he used after being crippled by polio.

For the next decade, until hla daaah. the auatece, 
gleaming-white yacht, rechristened Ike Potomac, served 
as a "floating White House," where Rcpeevelt entertained 
kings, queens and poUUcal leaders and qwnt counUess 
weekends fishing from the teak-covered deck, a haven 
from the troubles of DepressKxi and war.

These days, the ship is in the final stages of s long, 
against-the-odds face lift at the Pert of Oakland after 
years of bouncing from one owner to another, including 
Elvia Presley, before literally sinking into ignominy after 
being leixed by U S. Customs in a drug bust.

If aU goes as planned. Rep. Ronald V. Dellums. an 
Oakland Democrat, will introduce a bill in Congress later 
thla month to esubliah Uw USS PoUsnae NaOonal 
HMorical Park.. The Potomac itself would be a floating 
■uasum of the Bsoaevelt era, ferrying schoolchildren on 
8«i Pnnelsco Bay and the Delta.

The dtaigneilon would make the reitored ship and a 
plained eWtor center eligible for an caUmitsd tl mfilion 
braanuil federal funds.

Problem it. the costly reaumtlon effort always a 
l-to-mouth affair, is in some danger of running

tgraund even a erorken install the woodwork and light 
Bxtms in the suterooms. salon and fantall.

To date, at least S3.S million raised from government and 
private soureea baa been spent to refurbish the ship, not 
counthig thousands of doUara'worth of donated equipment 
end bnikllng materials: And the turnlatalngi have yet umrbought

-WenPe’re almost out of money." Dan Holdgate. protect 
oger for the rebuilding, said on a recent tour of the 

Adp. "The Potomac probably will be running by mid-Sep
tember, but we might not have the money to buy life rafts 
and vests."

Fond-raiiing efforts continue, and officials ecqiect the 
restoration to be completed. But they note that a key to the 
ship’s future will be qualifying for government funds.

Given the vessel’s tumuftuous past. It comes as no 
surprise to many associated with the restoration that the 
Potomac stm facet rough sailing.

Originally called the Bleetra. the tUp waa built by tha 
Maidlomc SUp Buildiiig Co. in Manitowoc. Wla.. in 1934. 
ks flist duty VIS to ehasa rumnameis, who were sUU 
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Hlstortcal photo 

above shows the 
dining room of the 

. Potomac. Leaders 
from around the 

world were hosted 
on the ship by President 

Roosevelt.

James Roosevelt. 
FDR's oWest son.

recalls mat 
visitors were often 

astonished that 
the ship was so plain.

The Potomac has 
had several incarnations 

during its lifetime.
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From ThnM Staff and WIra Reports
...s- tIM. LJUIUlICbatitle—making her the first Chinese 
and woman to be given a voice in 
the British Parliament to speak on

were a very mg market in our 
own right."

The Hong Kong trade council, 
which maintains an office in Los

1 lie iive-oay event at me Century City Shopping Center will include 
fashion shows, product exhibits 
and cultural programs.

Kciiciai nung tvong, in latSM, and has a second home in London. 'Tm 
a Hong Konger," she replied. "I'll 
do my best for Hong Kong."

IN COURT
A summaiy of Southern Callfbmia-retated businese litigation developments 
during the past week.

Godzilla’ Contract Leads to Suit: Toho international co., 
which distributes the "Godzilla" movies, has filed a suit that 
arcuses Miramax Film Corp. of backing out of an agreement to 
distribute the latest film featuring the prehistoric monster,
(fodzilla V. Biollante.” The federal court suit maintains that 

Miramax agreed to pay Toho $500,000, which was to be appUed 
against revenues generated from the movie's distribution in the 
United SUtes, Canada, Ireland and the United Kingdom. Miramax 
breached the contract by failing to pay the sum and backing out of 
the deal, the suit alleges. (Case No. 90-4671. Aug. 29)

Investor* Allege Fraud In Windmill Deal: Eighty-four people
who invested in a windmill construction project sued Dean Witter 
Reynolds Inc., alleging that the brokerage house misled them into 
purchasing secured limited partnerships in the venture, which has 
yielded almost no returns. The federal court suit also charges that 
Zond Systems Inc., which built the windmills in San Gorgonio Pass 
and Tehachapi, offered the investments in a massive fraud scheme 
beginning in 1984. Witter, which sold the investments, assured 
investors that the project would be profitable because energy 
generated by the windmills could be sold commercially. Witter and 
Zoiid showed Investors scientific information that purported to 
prove that the construction zones were in areas prone to wind 
gusts, and thus the windmills would generate vgst amounts of 
energy, the suit said. The plaintiffs contend that the scientific data 
was wrong and the windmills need costly modifications. (Case No. 
90-4630. Filed Aug. 28)

Inspection: Riverside Partners
sued ICG Hydrotech of El Toro, alleging that it hired the firm to 
inspect soil at property in Riverside-and the firm incorrectly 
reported that the property never was the site of a gas station or 
other business that used chemicals. The Superior Court suit 
contends that Riverside Partners recently learned that the 
properly, site of Riverside NaUonal Bank, is "heavily conUminat- 
ed with hazardous materials from a gas station that operated 
there from 1968 to 1978. Hydrotech Chief Executive Steve Elliott

S-
Shareholdars Sue Drug RMcer: Shareholders have med a 
class-action suit against Medco Research Inc. and its officers 
contending that it misled investors when it unsuccessfully 
attempted to find a new owner this year. The federal suit alleges 
that from March 12 to May 18. Medco's stock dropped from an 
artificially inflated" $20 a share to $13.75, The suit said the drop 

followed a stock selling spree by company officials, who had bew 
asserting that several firms were interested In buying Medco 
Although Oppenheimer & Co. was hired to help sell the company 
and a number of pharmaceutical firms were contacted about 
acquiring Medco. none expressed interest in It, the suit said. 
Meanwhile, it added, Medco officials artificially Inflated the stock 
value by misleading the market" into believing that Oppenhei
mer s sales efforts would be successful. On May 17, Medco 
terininaled^ agreement with Oppenheimer. (Case No. 90-4689.

POTOMAC
Coatlnned from D1
around In the early days after 
Prohibition was repealed in 1933.

At the time, Roosevelt was using 
the yacht Sequoia, an ornate vessel 
not particularly to his liking. Aides 
feared that it would be difficult to 
evacuate the crippled leader 
should the wooden vessel catch 
fire.

Roosevelt, an avid sailor and 
former assisUnt secretary of the 
Navy, picked the Electra for con
version into a pretklentiai yacht at 
acostof$60.(X)0.

Among other qhanges. a hand- 
powered elevator was installed in 
the after sUok to.q^le the Presi
dent to ride to 1^ from the boat 
deck. A large, IcH^-covered set
tee was buUt into thofanuil; 
photographs of the Ume show Roo
sevelt. with his trademark ciga
rette holder, epjoying cocktails 
with guests there. Wicker chairs 
and Ubles and—when Roosevelt's 
miliUry advisers deemed neces- 
sary-buUetproof glass completed 
the outdoor furnishings.

Delow decks, stainless steel 
-Ubathtubs were added in the 
President's and guest quarters. 
Leather furniture, wood paneling 
and brass fixtures were installed 
throughout.

In one interior room containing 
radio equipment, Roosevelt con
ducted at least one of his famous 
"Fireside Chats."

"It looked like a boat that could 
be, used for a number of purposes, 
but when you used it for a yacht, 
you weren’t ashamed of it," FDR's 
oldest son, James, recalled in an 
interview at his Corona del Mar 
home. Visitors, he said, often were 
astonished that the ship was quite 
plain.

Log entries show that it was 
used for travels from Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, to Key West. Roosevelt 
often used it for fishing jaunts on 
the Chesapeake Bay. In 1939, Eng
land’s King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth (now the Queen Mum) 
Joined the President and First Lady 
Eleanor Roosevelt on a journey 
down the Potomac River to Wil
liamsburg, Va.

The Potomac was part of a 
noUble ruse in 1941. FDR left 
Maine aboard the yacht but secret-

Elvis Presley gave the yacht to Danny Thomas’ pet charity. St. Jude 
Hospital in Memphis, Tenn., which had hoped to make It a restaurant.

ly met a cruiser that carried him to 
a rendezvous with British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill off 
Newfoundland, where the two 
leaders signed the Atlantic Char
ter, creating the wartime alliance. 
Aboard the Potomac, crew mem
bers stood in for the President, 
fishing from the deck in boat cloak 
and snap-brim hat. The secret 
rendezvous went off without a hitch.

After the war. President Harry 
S. Truman replaced the Potomac

Next, a Southern California 
group pulled off the damaged leak 
upper deck and poured concrete, 
planning to turn the ship into a 
floating disco palace. That didn’t 
work either.

By this lime, the vessel was 
looking shabby. An effort to con
vert it into a tourist attraction at 
San Penro’s PorU O’ Call went 
nowhere. The ship was towed to 
Stockton and then to San Francis
co’s Pier 26.

On Sept. 11, 1980, U.S. Customs

Creation of the ship as a national iandmarti and park 
wouid bo a boon for Oakiand, which has struggled to 
make Jack London Waterfront a tourist attraction.

with a larger vessel, the Williams
burg. The Potomac was mustered 
out of the Navy, decommissioned 
by the Coast Guard and sold to the 
state of Maryland.

Maryland sold the ship in 1960 to 
a company that used it to ferry 
passengers and freight between 
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. 
In the next few years, it changed 
hands many limes. In 1964, Presley 
bought it for $55,000. He later 
donated it to Danny Thomas’ pel 
project, St. Jude’s Hospital in 
Memphis, Tenn., which planned to 
convert it to a restaurant to raise 
money. The cost proved loo great, 
and St. Jude’s auctioned it off.

seized the Potomac and a compan
ion vessel, the Valkyure, which 
had 21 tons of maiijuana on board. 
Although no drugs were found 
aboard the Potomac, it was a case 
of guilt by association. The yacht 
was apparently being used as a 
command post for drug smugglers 
purporting to be a charity for 
crippled children.

The Navy towed the bedraggled 
vessel to the Treasure Island naval 
installation in San Francisco Bay. 
In 1981, the rusted hull was pierced 
by pilings, and the Potomac sank in 
35 feet of water.

A Navy salvage crew spent 12 
days lifting her from the muddy

bottom of the bay. That April, the 
Port of Oakland, the sole bidder, 
bought the rusted, derelict heap for 
$15,0(X) at auction. It hauled it to 
dry-dock and provided $400,000 in 
seed money to help establish the 
Assn, for the Preservation of the 
Presidential Yacht Potomac, a 
mostly volunteer organization 
charged with overseeing the proj
ect. Congress authorized $2.5 mil
lion for restoration work.

All seemed fine until workers 
struck the shipyard that won the 
contract. Eventually, workers at 
the Colberg yard in Stockton spent 
months welding on a new hull and 
replacing the pilot cabin.

The restoration is now in the 
final stages back at the Oakland 
waterfront, workers hoping to 
have the vessel shipshape for a 
recommissioning. Historic photos 
are guiding them as they attempt 
to duplicate furniture and match 
the ship’s appearance, inside and 
out.

In addition to putting in 8 to 10 
hours a day. project manager Hold- 
gate spends an estimated 25 hours 
a week in his home garage finish
ing wood for cabinets and trim— 
"to save money," he said.

^reation of the ship as a national 
landmark and park would be a 

boon for Oakland, which has strug
gled to make Jack London Water
front a tourist attraction.

The idea is to have a land-based 
FDR interpretive center at an 
already completed Roosevelt Pier, 
built with a $446,000 grant from 
the state.

The Potomac also stands a good 
chance in October of being named a 
national historic landmark by the 
National Park System Advisory 
Board.

“It would be the only memorial 
Ito FDR] on the West Coast and 
would be differentiated from the 
others on the East Coast, which are 
immovable," said James Roosevelt, 
82, a close adviser to his father who 
often sailed aboard the Potomac,

James P, Delgado, chief mari
time historian for the National 
Park Service in Washington and 
head of the National Maritime 
Initiative, a program supporting 
preservation of historic vessels, 
hailed the effort. Aboard the Poto
mac, he said, "there very much is a 
sense of FDR."



Welcome aboard! http://www.usspotomac.org/htmlbody_welcome.html

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s 
“Floating White House”, the sleek, 
165-foot long U.S.S. Potomac, restored to 
its former glory and designated a National 
Historic Landmark, is now open to the 
public at Oakland’s Jack London Square.

This is the yacht that hosted the crowned 
heads of Europe, that decoyed Nazi 
U-boats from a Residential rendezvous 
with Winston Churchill, that Elvis Presley 
purchased on a whim at the zenith of his 
fame as a rock star.

Faithfully preserved and maintained by the 
Port of Oakland, organized labor and die 
maritime industty, die Potomac now fulfills 
a two-fold mission: to honor America’s 
President during the Great Depression and 
World War II, and to provide a living, 
tangible artifact of the FDR years for 
students and visitors from around the world.

Operated by the non-profit Potomac 
Association, the Potomac is open 
year-round for dockside tours on 
Wednesday, Friday and Sunday each week. 
Go to Public Tours & Cruises for details.

History cruises are offered from mid-March 
throu^ mid-November on the first and third 
Thursdays and on the second and fourth Saturdays 
of each month. Cost is $30 per person for adults, 
$27 for seniors. Children ages 6 - 17 are $15. The 
vessel also is available for private charter. Go to 
Private Charters & Dockside Events for details.

Or

A 24-hour information line, (510)839-8256, 
provides updated recordings about tours, 
cruises and special events. For driving, 
parking, transit and disabled access 
information, go to Directions.

I home I welcome | services | directions | reservations | site ni; 
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Public Tours and Cruises http://www.usspotomac.org/html/body_tours.html

Pabliciroii.TS & Cruises | <f||P‘^iTate Charters :$^>ockside fvents

Public Tours & Cruises
More than 55,000 people have visited U.S.S. Potomac 
since it opened to die public in May, 1995.

^ A partnership of the Oakland port, trade unions and private 
businesses, Ae ship’s restoration took 12 years. The 
project represents an investment of $5 million in cash, 
donations and in-kind services, and included installation of 
the most modem. Coast Guard-approved navigation and 
communications systems. The Potomac is based at the 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Pier at the foot of Clay Street in 
Jack London Square, Oakland’s historic entertainment and 
retail district.
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r Public Tours and Cruises http://www.usspotomac.org/html/body_tours.hlml

Dockside Tours are available on Wednesdays and Fridays from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., and on Sundays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission is $3.00 for 
adults,

$2.00 for seniors and $1.00 for children ages six through 17. Children age 
five and under are free. F^ily Rate is $5.00 per party when two parents 
or guardians accompany children under age 18.

Special Group Toms for groups of 20 or more are available by appointment 
on Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays. School Groups are free 
of charge but need appointments.

History Cruises are offered from mid-March through mid-November 
on the first and third Thursdays and the second and fourth Saturdays each 
month.

Departures are at 10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

Each tour takes two hours. (Refreshments and other amenities during the 
tour? Food allowed on board? Film, souvenirs sold? Other details?)

The tour route follows channels through the modem Oakland container 
port, a major gateway for U.S.-Asia trade, then crosses the Bay to San 
Francisco to view historical vessels moored there: the Jeremiah O’Brien, 
the world’s last, unaltered Liberty ship, and the U.S. Navy World War II 
attack submarine Pompanito.

The cmise returns by way of Treasure Island, site of the 1939-1940 world’s 
fair, the Golden Gate International Exposition. Clearly visible today are 
the fair’s surviving art deco architecture and facilities used by Pan 
American Airways Clipper seaplanes. As a naval base, Treasure Island and 
adjacent Yerba Buena Island served as Supreme Headquarters of Allied 
Forces in the Pacific theater from 1941 to 1945.

Before each tour, passengers assemble in the Potomac Visitor Center to 
view an informative 15-minute film on the ship’s history and its 
connections to world events. Passengers then go aboard, where 
knowledgeable guides familiarize them with the vessel, and comment on 
regional geography and topography, points of interest and the FDR-era’s 
impact on northern California once the ship is under way.

I home 1 welcome | services ] directions | reservations \ site map ] 
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